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Preface

For many years | have | have engaged in family history research, here in Scotland, on
my own behalf and for others, concerning myself with ordinary folk rather than the
rich and grand.

This research arose from a passing interest in learning a little about those men and
their connection with Cowdenbeath.

However my research gradually expanded to include some 300 war dead and
casualties, who lived, were schooled, were laid to rest, or in any other way linked to
addresses in or about Cowdenbeath.


mailto:cowdenbeathwarmemorial@gmail.com
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It includes street indexes, recipients of bravery awards and on Families at war, their
sons and husbands, names from the war memorials, and ancillary material to provide
some background.

People may find it a useful tool, a starting point for their own family research, but in
doing so they should exercise caution in verifying what is presented here before
proceeding.

An address linked to an individual, may not be that person’s home but may represent
family of friend living there.

Working from scant detail perhaps only an initial surname, and service unit, and
employing calculation and some guesswork to cross referencing, | was fortunate to
collate a fair bit about certain individuals and their families, though in some instances
found little or nothing.

Information came from a variety of sources.

e Headstones and memorials in Cowdenbeath old cemetery and surrounding
cemeteries.

e Newspapers e.g. Dundee Courier and Telegraph, Dunfermline Press, Fife

Free Press, Dunfermline Journal, West Fife Echo.

Published volumes, Rolls of honour

“Soldiers died in the Great War”

The National archives of Scotland

Scotlands People web site

Census returns, Electoral and valuation rolls

The Internet

James Campbell for his help with Dunfermline Journal newspaper articles.

Introduction

Anyone arriving at Cowdenbeath unaware of the fact that a great European war was in
progress might remain ignorant of the fact for quite a time, and his only opportunity
of knowing would be from the newspaper display bills at the newsagent’s doors and
“Your country needs you now” bills in the recruiting office in the High Street.

Nowhere can the term “business as usual” be better applied than to the “Chicago of
Fife” as the mining town has been described. Unlike towns of a similar size, no
indication is afforded of the war by the presence of soldiers, as no soldiers have yet
been billeted in the place. The miners are working steadily and the busy High Street
in the evening does not signify the absence of about two thousand of the male
population at the front or busily engaged training so as to be able to take their place in
the fighting line.

This was not so at the outbreak of hostilities. Around the recruiting office in the High
Street a large crowd was always present and there were repeated questions regarding
the number who had enlisted that day and of broken records. Now no crowds hang
about the recruiting office anxious to hear of so many fresh recruits.



Cowdenbeath has however done its share in the supplying of men to meet Kitchener’s
demand, and if like proportion had been drawn from the whole of Britain; Britain’s
army at the present time would be one of several millions. As has been stated over
1300 have enrolled since the first 3 weeks of the war, men drawn from all classes,
shop keepers, shop assistants, Druggists, Colliery officials, Dentists, Engineers,
Tailors and tradesmen of all sorts are represented, and although the miners are in the
large majority, they are in as large a majority in the town as their proportion of
recruits represents.

The Cowdenbeath War Memorial

Dundee Evening Telegraph Friday 6™ June 1919

At a public meeting called by the Provost of Cowdenbeath to discuss the matter of a
war memorial there was a disappointing attendance. After Provost Penman explained
the object of the meeting, Councillor Keir moved that they agree to erect a war
memorial and they appoint a committee to act along with the council to consider the
question, and bring forward suggestions.

Dundee Courier Thursday 16" December 1920

No Cowdenbeath War Memorial. The appeal by the Duke of Athol for subscriptions
for a Scottish War Memorial was considered by the Cowdenbeath Town Council. It
was stated in the Duke’s letter that the sum required would be 1/shilling per head,
which for a town the size of Cowdenbeath would amount to nearly £800. It was
agreed to take no action in the matter.

Dundee Courier Saturday 6™ December 1924

Cowdenbeath has decided to procede with the erection of a war memorial. At a
meeting held in the Burgh courtroom, Mr D Adamson presiding. Plans were
submitted for the erection of a memorial to cost £800. The amount of money held by
the Memorial Committee.

The Scotsman Monday 30" July 1928

COWDENBEATH WAR MEMORIAL UNVEILED.— The Cowdenbeath War
Memorial, a granite obelisk set on the North End Hill, was unveiled on Saturday in
presence of a large gathering. Mr David Adamson, who presided, explained the
reasons for the delay in unveiling the memorial so long after its erection. Sir Ralph
Anstruther, Bart., in a short address said that he didn't think the delay had done any
harm. They were now able to take a clearer view of the past; they were able to feel
that good relationships of the past had been re-established even with those who were
their enemies during the war. They were able to feel, also, that the natural grief which
must be felt by all at the loss of their dear ones, even in the noblest cause, had been, at
all events, to some extent assuaged, and for that reason they could inaugurate that
memorial with stout hearts, and without feeling anything but pride in the
achievements of those whom they memorialised. Sir Ralph then unveiled the
memorial, and the pipe band played a lament, the Last Post being afterwards sounded.
The Rev. W. A. Guthrie, Edinburgh, formerly of Cowdenbeath, dedicated the
memorial, and its custody was taken over by Provost Blomey on behalf of the town.
The first wreath laid on the memorial was one by Mrs Anderson, who had lost three
sons in the Great War.



Medals and awards.

Victoria Cross (VC)
Highest award for outstanding courage or devotion to duty in the presence of the
enemy.

Distinguished Service Order (DSO)
For officers for an act of meritous or distinguished service in wartime.

Military Cross (MC)
For lower ranking commissioned officers and warrant officers for gallantry during
active operation in the presence of the enemy.

Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM)
For other ranks second only to the Victoria Cross, for gallantry in the field in the face
of the enemy.

Military Medal (MMm)
For other ranks for gallantry and devotion to duty, when under fire in land battle.

Mentioned in Dispatches (MID)
Noteworthy acts of gallantry or service, Published in the London Gazette.

1914 Star
Service in France and Flanders 5" Aug to Nov 1914

1914-1915 Star.
Service in France and Flanders 23 Nov 1914 to December 1915, or in other theatres of
operations 5 Aug 1914 to 31 Dec 1915

British War Medal 1914-1920
Service personnel and civilians in theatre of war or approved service overseas 5 Aug

1914 to 11 Nov 1918, or in Russia 1918-1920

Victory Medal 1914- 1919
Service or establishment of a unit in an operational theatre.

Silver War Badge
Military personnel dispatched on ground of wounds or illness acquired at home or
overseas. “For King and Empire”



Families at War

Five Cowdenbeath Brothers with the Colours

Mr Robert Smith Foulford Place Cowdenbeath has five sons serving with the
colours. The “Courier” pointed out that fact to the King, and Mr Smith has received a
letter from the Privy Purse Office saying that the King has heard with much interest
that Mr Smith has five sons at this present moment serving in “His Majesty’s Forces”
and expressing the Kings congratulations. The names of the soldiers Private John
Smith, Fife and Forfar Yeomanry formerly of the Gordon Highlanders, Private
Richard Smith, R.G.A. formerly of the 7" R.H; Private Robert Smith R.G.A;
Private George Smith 7" R.H; and Corporal Thomas Smith 1% Black Watch who
was promoted on the battlefield.

In the case of Mr David Stewart Lochore, who has nine sons and a son in law with
the colours, and who has also received the King’s congratulations, the King’s
attention to the fact was drawn by the “Courier”.(Dundee Courier 6 February 1915)

Cowdenbeath Families

There are five families in the Cowdenbeath district from whom there are 32 serving
their country as soldiers. The D.C.M. was been won by two Kelty soldiers and 4 from
Cowdenbeath, but the district figured only to prominently in the list of killed,
wounded, and missing.

Patriotic Family hit Hard

A Cowdenbeath family can claim a proud record of service to their King and country.
The above is a photograph of three brothers Galloway and a brother in law.

The wife of Sgt Wm Galloway, Black Watch who resides at 58 Arthur Place
Cowdenbeath, has just been notified of the death of her husband by shell fire. He was
killed on the eve of his 31* birthday. He was formerly a miner at Donobristle, and
leaves a widow and a child. On the same day as Sgt Galloway was killed his brother
Lance-Corporal John Galloway, Black Watch, was wounded. Private Joseph
Galloway, Black Watch, another brother was killed in the recent fighting, while
Private John Campbell brother in law is still at the front, another brother in law
Private Archie Anderson, Black Watch, is suffering from severe shrapnel wounds,
his body being particularly riddled (Dundee Courier 24 November 1916)

Husband and Brothers Killed
Another Brother Missing

One of the most unfortunate victims of the war is Mrs William Stewart, 41 Lochgelly
Road Lumphinnans who yesterday received official information that her husband,
Private William Stewart, of the Royal Scots, was killed in action July 15.



Stewart who was a miner with the Wilson Clyde Coal Company, Glencraig, enlisted
at the outbreak of war, and ever since his going to France, thirteen months ago has
been engaged as a sniper because of his expert shooting.

He leaves a widow and widow and three of a family. What makes the circumstances
of the case so pathetic is the fact that while Mrs Stewart has been a confirmed invalid
for the past three years two of her brothers had laid down their lives for their country
and another was reported missing ten months ago.

Both Mr and Mrs Stewart hail from Dundee. Mrs Stewarts brothers who were killed
and missing were, Sergeant James Swan, Cameron Highlanders, Arthur Place
Cowdenbeath, killed at Loos; Private Andrew Swan, Cameron Highlanders, 11
Thistle Street Cowdenbeath, killed at the Aisne; and Private Thomas Swan, Black
Watch, (marked Dundee) who was reported missing in Egypt 10 months ago, and of
whom no further information has been had, and there is little doubt that he too has
laid down his life.

Lansdale Terrace

Lansdale Terrace a mining suburb of Cowdenbeath holds a unique record. There are
only forty houses and over forty recruits have come forward to prepare to take their
places in the fighting line. Three more recruits than houses is an indication of the
patriotism of the Cowdenbeath Districts.

Patriotic Cowdenbeath Family
Sustains its first break

A patriotic family of Cowdenbeath has sustained its first break, by the death in action
of Private Robert Bowman, of the Black Watch, Wardlaw Street,

Bowman was wounded some time ago but recovered sufficiently to back to the front
and to pay the hero’s price of patriotism.

Of the family, four sons have donned the khaki, while the father is Private Alexander
Bowman of the Black Watch. His regiment is a favourite with the family, for of the
others two sons have chosen this regiment. Privates, James Bowman and Alexander
Bowman. The only exception is Private William Bowman, who is in the Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders. Information is also to hand that a friend of Private Bowman,
Private George Cowan of the Black Watch, has been seriously wounded, Bowman is
well known in the district, enlisted at the outbreak of the war. (Dundee Evening
Telegraph 8 February 1918)

Patriotic Cowdenbeath family

Mr William Reid, 16 Chapel Street Cowdenbeath, has received the following letter
from the keeper of the Privy Purse: -Sir- I am commanded by the King to convey to
you an expression of his Majesty’s appreciation of the patriotic spirit which has
prompted your four sons and son in law to give their services at the present time to the
Army. The King was much gratified to hear of the manner of which they have so



readily responded to the call of their sovereign and their country, and | am to express
to you and to them.

His Majesty’s congratulation that you have contributed in so full a measure to the
great cause to which the people of the British Empire are bravely fighting. | have the
honour to be, sir, your obedient servant. F. Ponsonby. (Dundee Evening Telegraph 16
September 1915)

Family of seven sons at Cowdenbeath
All serving King and Country

The Cowdenbeath district is gaining prominence for patriotic families. While
Lochore holds the record of eight sons and a son in law wearing the uniform, there is
a Cowdenbeath family of seven sons all serving their King. They come of a
regimental family, the father (now deceased) Thomas Buchan having served all
through the American Civil War.

The family comprises seven sons and one daughter, and all the sons have answered
their country’s call. The order is, Private Henry Buchanan A.S.C. Sergeant James
Buchanan, 7" Black Watch, who lately served with the Cameronians and saw service
in the Sudan War.

Private Thomas Buchanan, of the Cameron Highlanders, who was in Canada at the
outbreak of the war, and was called up as a reserve. Private Robert Buchanan 7"
Black Watch.

Private George Buchanan, Cameron Highlanders. Private David Buchanan 2™
Black Watch. At present on active service. Private John Buchanan 7" Black Watch.
(Dundee Evening telegraph, 6 January 1915)

Patriotic Cowdenbeath family

Mr James Allan High Street Cowdenbeath has five sons serving with King and
country. Four of them have been wounded at the front. Private John Allan, Royal
Scots, who served during the Boer War, went to the front at the commencement of the
present war. He was wounded recently in the head. The second oldest is Private
James Allan 1* Black Watch, who was wounded at the Aisne. The next in order is
Alexander Allan 2™ Black Watch who has been sent home recently after being
wounded in the left leg, left hand, and mouth. Lance- Corporal Allan K.O.S.B. was
wounded and sent back to the firing line at Hill 60. The youngest son is George
Allan 3/7 Black watch.

War Takes Heavy Toll of Cowdenbeath Family
Which Has Great Military Record



The war has laid a heavy hand on the household of Mr and Mrs James Thomson 49
Thistle Street Cowdenbeath. Their eldest son James who was in the Scots Greys for
seven years before the war, he re-enlisted on the outbreak of hostilities in the Royal
Garrison Atrtillery, and while in training contracted a disease which proved fatal.
Their next son a member of the Scots Guards - Private William Thomson — joining
a year before the war, At La Bassee he was killed. A grandson Private Andrew
Thomson — who resided in the house has been sent home discharged. He has lost his
right eye and his head is badly damaged.

Another son Private Andrew Thomson R.G.A. is at present at the front in France.
The aged couple have in all over 60 near relatives serving. Itis in all respects a
Military Family, for the father James Thomson, was himself a soldier for 31 years.
Despite his sixty odd years, he again tried to enlist at the beginning of the present war,
and was disappointed that his services could not be utilised.

Foulford Place, Kirkford, Cowdenbeath.
Houses in Mourning

Kirkford has indeed paid the penalty of War. In one street there are no fewer
than thirteen casualties, ten of them leaving widows and children. The majority
were miners who enlisted at the outbreak of the war. Private James Derrick,
Royal Scots, Foulford Place, leaves a widow and three children. Private John
Bell, Black Watch, also leaves a widow and three children, while his brother,
Private Robert Bell, Black Watch, Foulford Place, leaves a widow and three
children. Corporal Charles Scott, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, Foulford
Place, leaves a widow and three children. Private George Scullion, Black
Watch, Foulford Place, leaves a widow and one child. Private Alex. Bremner,
Black Watch, Foulford Place, leaves a widow and seven children. Private
Thomas Smith, Black Watch, Foulford Place, leaves a widow and one child.
Private Robert Summerville, Black Watch, Foulford Place, leaves a widow and
three children. Private F. Strachan, Scots Guards, Foulford Place, leaves a
widow and one child. Private William Hughes, Black Watch, Foulford Place,
and his brother Thomas Hughes, also of the Black Watch, have been killed in
action, and Gunner Owen Moran, R.G.A., Foulford Place.

Researched and donated by James Campbell, Crosshill Fife. (A Wee Keek Back)

Bravery awards (and recipients)

Pte James. Armit. Black Watch, Elgin Road, Cowdenbeath, M.M. Dundee Courier,
20 Oct 1918.

Pte H Anderson, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.M. Dundee Courier 28 July 1919
Sapper Charles Baptie, Black Watch, Perth Road Cowdenbeath, M.M. Edinburgh
Evening News, 21 June 1917.

Pte George Beveridge, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. Dundee Courier 7 May
1918.

Sgt William Black, 44 Park Street Cowdenbeath, Royal Engineers, D.C.M. M.M.
Bar, Croix de Guerre. 28 November 1918.



Pte James Brand, Foulford Street, Cowdenbeath, Scots Guards, awarded D.C.M. but
on his medal card D.C.M. scored out with the words “Forfeited, Desertion”

L/Corp Andrew Brown, Seaforth Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, M.M.

L/Corp John Buchanan, Black Watch, Standing Lane Cowdenbeath, Dundee M.M.
Courier 9 September 1916.

Corp Alex Burgess, Seaforth Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 30 June 1917
Dunfermline Journal.

Sgt/Maj George Burt, Queens Own Cameron Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M.
Ancestry.

Lieut Andrew M Cant, Machine Gun Corps, High Street Cowdenbeath, M.C.
M.1.D. Oak Leaf. 26 July 1918. London Gazette.

Corp George Cowie, M.G.Corps Cowdenbeath, M.M. Dundee Courier 28 June
1918.

Pte William Dawson, Australian Forces, Cowdenbeath, Dunfermline M.M. Journal
26 May 1917.

Corp J Dempster, Cowdenbeath, M.M. Dunfermline Journal, 2 March 1918.
Maurice Dickinson, M.M.

Sgt A Donaldson. Royal Scots, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M.

Gunner J Donaldson, R.F.A. 133 Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. 6 Aug 1914
West Fife Echo.

Sgt A Drylie, K.O.S.B. Cowdenbeath, M.S.M. 18 June 1918 Dundee Courier.

Sgt George Durham, Royal Highlanders, M.M. 14 March 1918, Dundee Courier.
Capt Charles Finlay, R.A.F. Cowdenbeath, D.F.C. 30 Nov 1918 Dunfermline
Journal.

Pte Thomas Fortune, Tank Corps, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 14 March 1918, Dundee
Courier.

Sgt Thomas Foster, Black Watch, Mosside Road Cowdenbeath, M.M.

Pte M Gaffney, R.A.M.C. Cowdenbeath, M.M.

2" Liet Richard Gibb, A and S.H. Foulford Place Cowdenbeath, M.1.D. 25 June
1915, Edinburgh Evening News.

Sig Robert Gibb, Royal. Field Artillery, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 30 Jan 1919 Dundee
Evening Times.

Pte John Glass, Canadians, 269 High Street Cowdenbeath, M.M. Bar. 10 Feb 1917
Dundee Courier.

Pte Andrew Greenhill, R.A.M.C. 14 School Street Cowdenbeath, M.M. 15 Jan
1917, Dundee Courier,

L/Corp William Greig, Black Watch, 67 Mungall Street Lumphinnans, M.M. 3 July
1918 Dundee Courier.

L/Corp Andrew Harrower, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.M. B.B.C/Internet.
Sgt Joseph Ismay, R.E. Tunnelling Division, 41 Thistle Street Cowdenbeath, M.M.
16 Nov 1919, Dundee Courier.

G Johnstone, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.M.

Pioneer James Johnstone, 1% Cameron Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. 18 Feb
1918, Edinburgh Evening News.

L/Corp David R Keir, Royal Highlanders, Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath,
D.S.0.M.1.D. 11 Jan 1919 Dunfermline Journal.

Petty Officer John Kent, R.N.V.R. Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. Bar 13 Feb 1917 London
Gazette.

Capt James Kirk, Seaforth Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, M.C. Ancestry.



Pte William Lister, Seaforth Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. 25 Aug 1915
Dundee Evening Telegraph.

Sgt E Lumgair, R.A.M.C. West Broad Street Cowdenbeath, M.M. 28 Aug 1915
Dunfermline Evening Telegraph.

Pte James P Marshall, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 26 Sept 1917 Dundee
Courier.

Corp John Maxwell, Coldstream Guards, Bleachfield Cowdenbeath, M.M. 10 Feb
1917 Dundee Courier.

Pte James McAvoy, Seaforth Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 18 May 1918
Dunfermline Journal.

Sgt John McCallum, Royal Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. M.M. 8 Feb 1918,
Dundee Courier.

Corp John McGaw, A. & S.H. Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. 18 Sept 1918 Dundee
Courier.

L/Corp J McNeil, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 28 July 1918 Dundee Courier,
Sgt Hugh McPhee, Scots Guards, Cowdenbeath, M.M. Bar. 30 Nov 1918
Dunfermline Journal.

Co Sgt Maj John McVey, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 18 May 1918 Dunfermline Journal
Pte P Methven, 51 Tunnelling Co, Cowdenbeath, M.M.

L/Corp James Miller, R.A.M.C.12 Wardlaw St Cowdenbeath, M.1.D. M.M. 26 May
1917 Dundee Courier.

Pte Andrew Mills, R.A.M.C. 26 Bridge Street Cowdenbeath, M.M. 1 June 1918
Dunfermline Journal.

Sgt A Mitchell, Royal Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 31 August 1918 Dundee
Courier.

Sgt James Mitchell, Royal Engineers, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 2 September 1918
Dunfermline Journal.

Sgt Patrick Moyes, Yorkshire Light Infantry, Lumphinnans Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. 5
June 1919 Dundee Courier.

Pte Daniel Murdoch, R.A.M.C. Lansdale Terrace Cowdenbeath, M.M. 16 October
1916 Dundee Courier.

Sgt P Myles, K.O.Y.L.l. Lumphinnans Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. M.M. 5 June 1918
Dundee Courier.

Corp A. Nairn, Machine Gun Corps, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 27 January 1919 Dundee
Courier.

Pte A Nicholls, R.A.M.C. Cowdenbeath, M.M. 19 December 1917 Dundee Courier.
Pte G.S. Park, Royal Scots, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 17 July Dundee Courier.

Sgt N Mc Peacock, Royal Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. 15 March 1919
Dunfermline Journal.

Pte Andrew Reekie Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.1.D. 9 Jan 1915 Dunfermline
Journal.

Pte John Riddle, Royal Scots, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 13 Oct 1918 Dunfermline
Journal.

Pte Robert Robertson, Cowdenbeath, M.M.

Cpt John Rowan, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.C. 7 Oct 1918 Dunfermline
Evening Times.

Major Gilbert Rowan, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 13 December 1918
Dundee Courier.

Corp John Smith, Royal Highlanders, Cowdenbeath, M.M. Bar. 14 December 1917
Dundee Courier.



Pte J Spence, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath, M.M. 13 December 1918, Dundee
Courier.

Pte Angus Stein, R.A, M.C. Cowdenbeath, D.C.M. 1 June Dunfermline Evening
Times.

Lieut David Syme, Black Watch, Perth Road Cowdenbeath, M.M. 23 July 1918
Dundee Courier.

Sgt Andrew Todd, R.A.M.C. Stenhouse Street Cowdenbeath, M.M. 25 December
1916 Dundee Courier.

Sgt R Walker, Scottish Rifles. Cowdenbeath, M.M. 25 February 1918 Dundee
Courier.

Sgt Andrew Wood, Royal Engineers, McLean House, Stenhouse Street
Cowdenbeath, M.M. 9 August 1918 Dundee Courier.

Quarter Master and Captain William Lister Snr, Gordon Highlanders,
Cowdenbeath, Queens South Africa 4 Clasps, M.S.M. Internet.

A

Adams.

John Adams

Private John Adams S/12328, 20 1st Seaforth Highlanders, Born Cowdenbeath,
Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action, 22 February 1917, Asiatic Theatre, Grave
reference XV1. G13, Amara War Cemetery Iraq,

ADAMS, Pte. J., S/12328. 1st Bn. Seaforth
Highlanders. 22nd Feb., 1917. XVI. G. 13.
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AR qﬁf‘/[ Private Adams was awarded the Victoria and British Medals
T and his family would have received the "Dead Man's Penny"
= scroll and plaque from King George V

In 1901, John Adams aged 5, was living with his family at, 53
Main Street Ballingry, Father Thomas Adams 40, occupation
coal miner, Mother Jane Adams 37, Thomas Adams 14, miner, Archibald Adams 12,
farm worker, Hugh Adams, 8. Scholar, Jane Adams 7, Scholar, Robert Adams 3
months.

In 1911, John Adams 15, occupation Shop Assistant, address 240 Moray Road,

T Cowdenbeath, family were, Father Thomas, Mother
WILL. Jane, children, Archibald, Hugh, Jane, John, Robert,
e : Ann, Elizabeth (adopted)
:'/: 2
Private John Adams Soldiers Will, date 4™ July 1916.
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In the event of my death | leave the whole of my property and effects to my mother
Mrs. Jane Adams 38 Moray Bank Lochgelly Road Cowdenbeath Fife. To my Mother
Mrs Jane Adams 38 Moray Bank, Lochgelly Road,Cowdenbeath.

Dundee Courier March 1917.

Mr Thomas Adams 28 Lochgelly Road,

COWDENBEATH GROCER KILLED IN | Cowdenbeath, has been notified that his

ACTION. :
Mr Thomas Adams, 28 Loschgelly Road, SO Private John Adams, Seaforth

Cowdenbaath bas been netified that bis sen. Highlanders, was killed in action on

Private John Adams, Seaforth Highlanders, . P .

was killed in action on Fehruary 22. | February 22. Prior to enlisting in
Prior to enlisting in January, 1916, Adams|

Was emrlaved ae 4 rone wiih Aeesrs Wen  January 1916. Adams was employed as
T\:{I‘:‘ & Co. He went on sctave sarvioe ll!t. a Grocer With Messrs Wm LOW & CO.
' He went on active service last May.

A PERSIAN BARUALTY. Dunfermline Journal March 1917.
Information hwe ‘becn meowived that Privale

Joha m Nm ? : l;g\: hh'l:n: Im;]ormztion has beeﬂ relcieived ghat Pril\fﬁed

] ' L . L) , John Adams 28 Lochgelly Road, was killed in

the Porvan 01.':..' "‘”“'{:‘. Mww" the fighting at the Persian Gulf on February

"’M"" : M mg m'.:;-' Low and 22" Prior to enlisting in January 1916, Private

Company. He went o0 wreie I Mat  Adams was employed as a grocer with Messrs
_ Wm Low and Company. He went on Foreign

Service in May.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Adamson

Private William Adamson 40140, 11" Battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment)
and Formerly KOSB 27633. Residence Cowdenbeath, enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed
in Action 9™ April 1917, reference, Bay 1.and 2. Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais,
France.

ADAMSON, Pte. William, 40140. 11th Bn.

Royal Scots. gth April, 1917. C.W.G.C
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Apamgon, sl sucxe Private William Adamson, was awarded the
s e e Victory, British, Medals, his family would have
’VJ/ W‘g&m received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
T scroll from King George V.

In 1901, William Adamson aged 3 born Dunfermline 1898 son of John Adamson 28,
coal miner, Mother Euphemia Mollison 27, Sister Mary 8, Kate 5, and Brother James
1, Address 424 Stable Row Dunfermline.

The 1911 census shows, William Adamson 13, son of John and Euphemia Adamson
Brother of James, Sisters Mary, Kate, address Lumphinnans.

War Diary. Opening entry for 9™ April 1917.
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Soldiers Will
Private William Adamson's Will dated 18™ September 1916 In the event of my death;

| leave the whole of my property and effects to my father Mr John Adamson, 23
Balgonie Terrace Lumphinans, Cardenden, and Fife.

UK Army Register of Soldiers Effects,
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11" Battalion Royal Scots.

11" (Service) Battalion, Royal Scots was raised at Edinburgh in August 1914, as part
of Kitchener's First New Army. After initial training in the Edinburgh area they joined
27" Brigade, 9" (Scottish) Division and moved to Bordon. They proceeded to France
in May 1915 and went into action in The Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action
in the Battle of the Somme, including the capture of Longueval, The Battle of Delville
Wood and The Battle of Le Transloy. In 1917 they fought in the First and Second
Battles of the Scarpe during the Arras Offensive.

Adie

Private David Adie, 431, 11" (Service Battalion) Highland Light Infantry, born
Dunfermline, enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 25 September 1915. Grave
reference panel 108 to 112. Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

ADIE, Pte. David, 431. 11th Bn. Highland Light
Inf. 25th Sept., 1915.

De Ruvigny's Roll of Honour

Educated Crossgates Fife at Public School, volunteered and enlisted 25" August
1914, served with the expeditionary force in France from the beginning of May 1915,
and was killed in action at the battle of Loos 25" September 1915 by a gunshot
wound to the heart. Commemorated on the Loos Memorial Panel 108 to 112

e ] C oy
%—M@"’i’ If‘@"ﬁ Private David Adie was awarded the Victory medal,
PR T T British medal, and 15 Star; his family would have

., received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
from King George V.
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In 1891, David Adie 2, born Crossgates, Son of Robert Adie 24, occupation Miner,
Mother Isabella 20, sister Isabella 1. Address 26 Manse Row Dunfermline.

The 1901 census shows, David Adie aged 12, 31 Brands Row Dunfermline, son of
Robert Adie and Isabella Campbell, brother of James, Robert, William, Allan, John,



By 1911, David Adie 21 son of Robert and Isabella Campbell, address 60 Arthur
Place Cowdenbeath family were Isabella21, Robert 19, James 18, William 16, Allan
15, John 12, Janet 11, Thomas 7, Agnes 5, Margaret 2, Isabell Campbell (Mother in
law)

The Adie family sent 3 brothers to war Robert, James, and David.

Robert Adie 25 Elgin Road, Cowdenbeath joined the Gordon Highlanders at the age
of 27 on 11" January 1915, transferred to the Royal Engineers for work as a Tunneler
April 1916.

James Adie 6338, age at enlistment 1* September 1914, aged 21, Royal Artillery
(Royal Horse Atrtillery) and Royal Field Artillery. Occupation Miner, address 9
Broad Street, Cowdenbeath.

War diary of the 10" H.L..I.

The Battalion landed Boulogne May 1915 they amalgamated with the 10" Service
battalion and on 25™ September 1915 were East of Cambrin in the trenches at 6:30am
they attacked the enemy, 3 Companies went over 70% of the men were killed.

U.K. Army Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Aitken

Private William Aitken, 24782, 17" Battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) Born
Govan, Lanarkshire, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, killed in action 1% December 1916.
Grave reference 1. J. 50, Faubourg d’ Amienns cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

AITKEN, Pte. William, 24792. 17th Bn. Royal~
Scots. 1st Dec., 1916. Age 38. Son of Thomas
and Annie Aitken. I. J. s50.

Private William Aitken, was awarded the Victory,
AITHEN British, Medals and the 14 Star, and Clasp, his
Wl R b B family would have received the Plaque “Dead
man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

LAk L sappe

mpagp e In 1891, Thomas Aitken aged 12 son of Thomas
'[ ; Aitken 44, occupation Power loom iron worker,




Ann Aitken 40, Maggie Aitken 17, Yarn winder, David Aitken 12, Scholar, Annie
Aitken 10, Scholar, John Aitken 8, Scholar, Barbara Aitken 6, Scholar, Lawrence
Aitken 4 months. Address 32 James Place, Dunfermline.

In 1901 William Aitken 23, occupation Grocers Assistant, was living with his Uncle
Thomas Weatherston at 3 Govan Road, Glasgow, Lanarkshire.

Soldiers Will.

William Aitken, no 24792
of the 18™ Res Batt the
Royal Scots, regiment of
Infantry

After payments of my
debts and funeral expenses
I give to my Niece, Miss
Annie Aitken 2 Bantonhall
Moss, Cowdenbeath,
absolutely for her sole and
separate use her receipt
alone being a sufficient
discharge.

The whole of my estate
and effects and everything
that | can by law give or
dispose of, and I appoint
Miss Annie Aitken

U. K. Register of Soldiers effects.

17" Battalion (New Army) (Rosebery’s Bantams)

Raised in Edinburgh in February 1915 as a Bantam Battalion. During 1915 it was
stationed at Glencorse, Selkirk and Masham. Moved to France in December 1916 and
served on the Western Front for the remainder of the war.



Anderson”

Private Frank Anderson $/13444, 1/5" Battalion Gordon Highlanders, born Beith,
enlisted Cowdenbeath; Killed in Action 27" July 1918, grave reference 11. B 19
Buzancy Military Cemeteries, Aisne, France. Also commemorated on the family
headstone in Cowdenbeath Cemetery.

%mﬁm‘i P

érﬁnﬁmﬂ' T Private Frank Anderson was awarded the Victory and
il i E- British Medals and his family would have received
Fronld T the "Dead Man's Penny" scroll and plague from King

George V

;ﬁ\mﬁu l'l{oq T

Frank Anderson was born 1886 in Saline, Fife, in 1890 he was residing with his
Father David 34 Agricultural Labourer, Mother Margaret 29, Brothers John 6 and
David 3, Address 84, Mid Duloch Cottage House, Inverkeithing, Fife.

In 1901 Frank Anderson aged 15 son of David Anderson 45, occupation Ploughman,
Margaret Anderson 39, brothers Henry Anderson 8, Scholar, Sisters Agnes Anderson
9, Scholar, Annie Anderson 6, and Margaret Anderson 4. Address Cattle House at
farm, Cowdenbeath.

Frank Anderson 25 residing at 237 Stevensonbeath Farm Cottage Houses, occupation
Pithead Miner, Father David 56, occupation Ploughman in Charge, Mother Margaret
Anderson 49, married 27 years and bearing 8 children all of whom still survive,
Brothers Henry 18, Ploughman, David Anderson 8, Scholar, Sisters Margaret
Anderson 14, School, Catherine 5.
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Dunfermline Press 28" December 1918
Private Frank Anderson Gordon Highlanders whose Mother resides at Stevensonbeath

Farm, Cowdenbeath, is reported missing. His Mother would be glad to receive any
information concerning him.

U.K. Army Registers of Soldiers Effects
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Long Trail, Battle of Soissonnais 27" 28" July 1918.

Owing to the woods and the broken nature of the ground, the close support of the
infantry was difficult, but was most satisfactory in the initial stages of the attack. The
French companies advanced against the wood south-west of Buzancy, which had
"Grenade Work", a strongpoint, in front of it, and the 8/Seaforth Highlanders and
1/5th Gordon Highlanders against Buzancy, with the 4"/5™ Black Watch in reserve.
Although the ground to be crossed was destitute of cover, the chateau was taken at
once, but the village proved very troublesome, explosive charges carried by the
engineers and flame-throwers having to be used, and the houses with their cellars
cleared one by one; in a single cellar two officers and a hundred men were captured.

Anderson

Private Henry Anderson S$/23126, 1/1567, 8" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, born
Rosyth, Fife, enlisted Perth, Killed in Action 17" November 1917, Grave Reference
11. C. 52. Level Crossing Cemetery, Fampoux, France. Henry Anderson is also
commemorated on the family headstone in Cowdenbeath old cemetery.

ANDERSON, Pte. H., S/23126. 8th Bn. Seaforth
Highlanders. 17th Nov., 1917. Age 21. Son of
David Thomson Anderson, and Margaret S.
Anderson, of New Houses, Stenhouse St., Cowden-

beath. II. C. s2. C.W.G.C

f‘?,‘g‘f‘ /e g6 Private Henry Anderson was awarded the Victory

ANDER TN e ... . .
and British medals and his family would have
L. - ————— received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
tese 2 fore lakipys 1 q7) To29(A4c scroll from King George V.

David Anderson married Margaret Sharp in
Inverkeithing 1883. They went on to have 8
{/“#~ children. Henry was the third born.

In 1901, Henry Anderson aged 8 born Inverkeithing, son of David Anderson 45
Ploughman, Mother Margaret Anderson 39, Brother Frank Anderson 15, Cattle Man,



Sisters Agnes Anderson 8, Scholar, Annie Anderson 6. School, and Margaret
Anderson 4, Address Cottage House at Farm, Cowdenbeath.

Henry Anderson 18, occupation, Pithead worker, son of David Anderson 56
“Ploughman in Charge” Mother Margaret 49, married 27 years and bearing 8 children
all of whom survived, (1911 census) Brother Frank 25, Pithead Miner, Margaret 14,
School, David 8, School, Catherine 5. Address Stevensonbeath Farm.
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Dundee Courier November 1917, (Casualties)

Dunfermline Journal 1° December 1917

- Private Henry Anderson, Seaforth
mw“w Highlanders, son of Mr David Anderson killed
thied wn of Me Devid Awderwn, o eporsd  in action while attending a machine gun. An
Willed 0 st while sttending & machine elder Brother died of fever in France, while a
Ao div Aol o lover in Froves, third still serves as a piper.

U.K. Army Registers of Family Effects.

8" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders.

In 1917 they were in action in The First and Second Battle of the Scarpe, including
the capture of Guemappe during the Arras Offensive. They then moved north to




Flanders and were in action during The Battle of Pilckem and The Battle of
Langemark.

Top of the Document

Anderson

Private John Anderson, S/13445, 8"/10™ Battalion Gordon Highlanders, Born
Inverkeithing, Fife, enlisted Cowdenbeath, died 23" April 1917, Grave reference
V.C.5. Faubourg D’ Amienns Cemetery Arras France,

ANDERSON, Pte. J., S/13445. 8th/roth Bn.
Gordon Highlanders. 23rd April, 1917. Age 34.
Son of David and Margaret Anderson, of
Cowdenbeath, Fife ; husband of Catherine Marion
Anderson, of Halbeath, Dunfermline. V. C. 5. CW.G.C

s T
Tiha | 8 | Private John Anderson was awarded the Victory

and British Medals and his family would have

7 leﬂln 1li;oq i

— from King George V

David Anderson married Margaret Sharp in
Inverkeithing 1883. They went on to have 8 children. John was the eldest.

In 1891, John Anderson aged 7, Scholar, born Inverkeithing Fife, residing with his
Father David Anderson 34, occupation Agricultural labourer, Mother Margaret

received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll

Anderson 29, Brothers Frank Anderson 5, David Anderson 3, Address 84 Mid Duloch

Cottage House.

In the 1911 census, John Anderson 27, born Inverkeithing, occupation Carter on
Railway, Wife Catherine Anderson 28, married 6 years and bearing 2 children whom
still survive, David Anderson 5, Isabella Anderson 3, address 217 Broad Street
Cowdenbeath.
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Arras Offensive, April 1917 (Gordon Highlanders History)

The 8" and 10™ Battalions had amalgamated in 1915 and in January 1917 carried out
a successful raid dressed in white to blend in with the snow. This was at the Butte de
Warlencourt. In April they were part of the Arras offensive and were pinned down by
heavy fire at Railway Triangle just east of the city of Arras. Eventually they battled
their way through and defeated the enemy. The 4™ and 5™ Battalions fought alongside
each other to help capture Vimy Ridge, 5 miles north of Arras, after a determined
attack by the Canadians and themselves, the 4™ suffering particularly badly. The 6"
Battalion also suffered heavy casualties but achieved their objective at Rolincourt.

Anderson

Guardsman Robert Anderson, 15356, Scots Guards, born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted
Edinburgh, Residence Leith, Midlothian, killed in action 4™ July 1917, Grave
reference V111. A.16. Duhallow A.D.S. Cemetery,

ANDERSON, Pte. Robert, 15367. 2nd Bn.
Scots Guards. 4th July, 1917. Age 24. Son of
John and Grace Anderson, of 6, Windmill St.,
Edinburgh. Native of Cowdenbeath, Fife. VIII.

A. 16.
il S. Gx. .G_‘-&_m /5547
#noERsoy i
Kbt ~ Guardsman Robert Anderson was awarded the
Pl flis i Victory and British Medals and his family would

e have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and

scroll from King George V.

Robert Anderson 17 occupation Tailor, living at 91 High Street Cowdenbeath, Father
John occupation Tailor, Mother Grace, Isabella 16.
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The 2™ Battalion Scots Guards were involved in several actions during 1917, The
German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, The Battle of Pilkem, and The Battle of the
Menin Road, The Battle of Poelkapelle, The First Battle of Passchendaele, and The
Battle of Cambrai 1917.

Guardsman Robert Anderson Soldiers Will

| Robert Anderson 15367 of the 3" Reserve Battalion Scots Guards do hereby evoke
all former all former Wills by me and declare this to be my last Will, after payment of
my just debts and funeral expenses.

I give my Mother Grace Anderson 25 Noble Place, Leith, Edinburgh, for her sole and
separate use. The whole of my estate and effects and everything that I can by law
give or disclose of, I appoint William Anderson executor of Will. Signed R Anderson,
H Bate, D Cowpe.

Anderson

Lance/Corporal William Anderson, S/3685, 6 (Perthshire) Battalion (Territorial)
Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) born Cowdenbeath, enlisted Kirkcaldy, Died 7"
October 1918, Grave Reference Denain, German Military Cemetery, Nord, France.

ANDERSON, Lce. Cpl. W., S/3685. 1st/6th Bn.
Black Watch. 7th Oct., 1918. Denain German
Mil. Cem. Mem. 1.

ﬂ“ Hights ’{/2 —«/\."l‘/;!;
vpspson =+~ = Lance Corporal William Anderson was awarded the
| el 71 ; Victory and British Medals and also the 15 Star; his
Q/fof{%pf/&{:/ 202/ /f




family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
George V.

In 1891, William Anderson aged 1, Father James Anderson 34, occupation coal
miner, Mother Helen Anderson 29, Maggie Anderson 4, Robert Anderson 3, Robert
Anderson 15, (Brother) address 17 Foulford, Beath.

By 1901, William Anderson aged 11 was living with his family, Father, James
Anderson 43, occupation Coal Miner, Mother Helen Anderson 39, Margaret
Anderson 14, Cotton Weaver, Robert Anderson 13, Coal Miner, Helen Anderson 9,
Scholar, Thomas Anderson 5, Jemima Anderson 2, Address 33 Chapel Street
Cowdenbeath.

William Anderson 21 coal Miner, Robert 23, coal miner, Helen 19 Cotton Weaver,
Thomas 15, James 12, John 7, address 131 Chapel Street Cowdenbeath.

U.K. Army Register of Soldiers Effects.
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6" Battalion Black Watch. 1918

The spring of 1918 brought in the final massive German offensive. In a confused
withdrawal all the battalions suffered heavy losses. At Chambrecy the 6™ Battalion,
attacking alongside a French unit, was awarded the Croix de Guerre for its bravery - a
distinction still worn by the Territorial soldiers of the Regiment.

Anderson



Private Joseph Anderson, 1 Battalion Black Watch, born Dunfermline, enlisted
Perth, killed in action 30™ October 1914, Grave reference Panel 37 Ypres (Menin
Gate) Memorial, West VIaanderen, Belgium.

ANDERSON, Pte. Joseph, 7376. 1st Bn. Black
Watch. 3oth Oct., 1914. Age 32. Son of the
late Mr. and Mrs. W. Anderson. C.W.G.C.

m}&n B ol

B fcsug Private Joseph Anderson was awarded the Victory
Laskt and British Medals and also the 14 Star; his family
I By L3y ki sr e would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny”

B 4;}" 4 u and scroll from King

‘{‘,q'L‘f’.f‘ St :

s 4-04 " In 1881, Joseph Anderson aged 10 months was living

with his family who were, William Anderson 36
occupation Farm servant, Mother Matilda Anderson 40, Brothers William Anderson
12, Robert 4, and Sisters Margaret 11, Helen 8, Matilda 6. Mary Ann 2, Address,
South Fod Cottages Dunfermline.

By 1891, Joseph Anderson aged 10, was living with his family at 141 North Street
Leslie, Mother Matilda Anderson 49, Helen Anderson 18, Flax Mill Worker, Matilda
Anderson 15, Flax Mill Worker,

In 1911, Joseph Anderson 28, occupation Miner, was living at 9 Natal Place,
Cowdenbeath, with his Brother Robert 32 Miner, and Niece Matilda 15.
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COWDENBEATH soLbEe | Dundee Courier November 14™
WOUNDED. F 1914

Private James Duncan, Woodend, Cowdon- 'f

beosth, of \he Black Watch, has arrived bome [

wounded in the left foot by a bullet which .

IM.‘r:u“ POSsSaUMtS a8 & mEmentio of the war. ! At the Alsne, \]ames Duncan Wa.s near

tho Aisse Duncen was near Private|?

(s . Dunfermline. when he i1led | € i i
o o Do« 0 2. I8 kg{ﬁ; | Private Stuart, Dunfermline, when he

L0 we it B B e S s Killled, and was one of the party

{Cowdenbeath, Next day Anderson wasle

S e e e e Bees it burying him when he was accosted by

aitended to he was removed 0o Northwich|§

Hospital. *  Private James Anderson,
Cowdenbeath. Next day Anderson

was killed.



PRIVATE JOF ANDERSON, Dunfermline Journal 14" November 1914.

moBS, comey -
wrvim i the Black Waich. it up i e wes. | O1lOWiNG UpON the announcement of the deaths at the
ot T+ Dusteriie e e =t front of Sergt A Macquire and Private Simone, came
7 the news of the reported death of Private Joe Anderson,
m e bt 1 s oo o | 47 Natal Place, a reserve in the Black Watch, called up
s 2o o Bl e e i s | At the commencement of the war. The sad information
i i | was conveyed to his Sisters by means of a post card
T sent by a Dunfermline Soldier at present lying wounded
in a London Hospital. The post card is as follows “Dear Miss Anderson — | am home
wounded and am in hospital. 1 am getting on all right at least | think so. | am very
sorry to have the painful duty of informing you of the death of my best chum and your
brother Joe. He was killed on the same day as | was wounded, Oct 30" so a chap the
name of Mann told me. He said he was beside Joe.

U.K. Army Register of Soldiers Effects
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On 13" August 1914, 31 officers and 1,031 soldiers of the 1% Battalion the Black
Watch (Royal Highlanders) embarked for France as part of the British Expeditionary
Force (BEF) and took part in a series of battles and fighting withdrawals, while the
German Army pressed forward relentlessly.

During October and having suffered a large number of casualties, the 1% Battalion
the Black Watch, as part of 1st (Guards) Brigade took part in three separate battles
which made up the First Battle of Ypres:

e Langemark (21— 24 October 1914)
e Gheluvelt (29 — 31 October 1914)

Archibald

Gunner Andrew Archibald, 12141, 10" Depot Company Royal Garrison Artillery.
Born Bothwell, Lanark, enlisted Cowdenbeath, Fife, Died 15" January 1917, Grave
reference 430. Beath Old Cemetery, Cowdenbeath (Died in Queenstown Military
Hospital, Cork, Ireland.)



ARCHIBALD, Gnr. Andrew, 121241. 10th

Depot Coy. Royal Garrison Artillery. 15th Jan.,

1917. Age 25. Husband of Susan Archibald,

of 203, Stenhouse St., Cowdenbeath. 430.

______ .CW.G.C.

Gunner Andrew Archibald has no record of a Medal Card. Andrew never served
abroad.

In 1901 Andrew Archibald aged 9, was living with his family at 302 Whistleberry
Road, Blantyre, Lanarkshire. Father, Andrew Archibald 48, occupation Colliery
Oversman, Mother Mary Campbell Archibald 40, William Archibald 17, Coal Miner,
Jeannie Archibald 15, Drapers Assistant, John Archibald 13 Apprentice Plumber,
Mary 5, Bessie 2.

By 1911, Andrew Archibald 19, occupation “Publican, Barman” Mother Mary
Archibald 50, Father Andrew 58, Colliery Fireman, Jeannie Archibald 25, John
Archibald 23, May 15 Archibald, Bessie Archibald 13, James Archibald 8, .Address
4, Woodend Place, Cowdenbeath.
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Draft record.

Andrew Archibald enlisted on the 7" December 1915 at Cowdenbeath aged 25
occupation “Spirit Salesman” Next of kin Mrs Susan Archibald nee Mclvor
relationship wife, 201 Stenhouse Street, Cowdenbeath they had 2 children Anna born
19 February 1915 and William born 16th October 1916.



Father Andrew Archibald Mother Mary Archibald both of Bowling Street,
Cowdenbeath, Full Blood Brothers, William Archibald 36, Cross Inn Crossgates, John
Archibald 31 Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath, James Archibald 16 Bowling Street,
Cowdenbeath.

Full Blood Sisters, Jeannie A Walker 34, Crown Hotel Cowdenbeath, Mary Archibald
24, Crown Hotel Cowdenbeath, Bessie Archibald 20, Crown Hotel Cowdenbeath.

Gunner Andrew Archibald Attested 7" December 1915, mobilised 2™ October 1916,
posted 2" October 1916, Died Queenstown Military Hospital Cork, Ireland. 15"
January 1917 and buried in Cowdenbeath Cemetery Fife.”This man served during the
great war at home only”

Dunfermline Press 20 January 1917.

Gunner Andrew Archibald R.G.A. Stenhouse Street, Cowdenbeath, died in a hospital
in Ireland on Monday after three weeks illness. Gunner Archibald prior to joining the
Army three months ago was one and a half years manager of the Crown Hotel
Cowdenbeath, of which his sister, Mrs T Walker is Proprietor. His apprenticeship to
the “Spirit Trade” was served with the Cowdenbeath Public House Society. He was
25 years of age and leaves a Widow and two of a family.

Dundee Courier 20" January 1917

)

v e LVMAVNAGER ]
s o TavicE Mrs Andrew Archibald, 210 Stenhouse Street,
Mo Aedes Al S0 Bssess - Cowdenbeath, has received information that her

W Sireot. Cowdenbeath, has recmivod miermatior

Hithat he bimbaod ;."",’;“"‘;’,.""ii-'{,i,,""It‘f.'r;’-“ff.- hysband Gunner Ar_ldrew Archibald, R.G.A. has
| Archibald ssrved his apprentioeshi w1 died at an Irish station. Gunner Archibald served
o e bl his apprenticeship with the Cowdenbeath Public-
[ oegas of e, Comn, s L House Society, and prior to being called up three
¥la widow and two children months ago he acted as Manager of the Crown

Hotel, Cowdenbeath. He was 25 years of age and
leaves a widow and two children.

Archibald

David Archibald. (Not found to date)

Armitt

Private Andrew Armit, $/25136, 6™ (Perthshire) Battalion (Territorial)
Black Watch (Royal Highlandersz Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted
Dunfermline, Killed in action 10" September 1918.




Calais, He was originally buried in Fampoux, France, but was exhumed and re-buried
in Browns Copse Cemetery on 17" February 1920.

ARMIT, Pte. A., S/25136. 1st/6th Bn. Black
Watch. 1oth Sept., 1918. V. C. 13. . CW.G.C.

fﬁﬁ{« L %/3’- Private Andrew Armit was awarded the Victory

AR M7 and British Medals, his family would have
: received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
Indntey ~— scroll from King George V.

%Z, Bie oy "

1110 R

In 1901, Andrew Armit aged 6 son of James Armit 68, occupation Bricklayer, Mother
Margaret Armit 50, Helen Armit 21, Linen Weaver, Margaret Armit 17, Linen
Weaver, Janet Armit 16, Linen Weaver, Mary Armit 14, Linen Weaver, James Armit
11, Scholar, family address 167 Union Street, Cowdenbeath.

By 1911, Andrew Armit 16, Occupation “Miner, Filler.” Brother James Armit 21,
“Miner, Pony Driver” Sister Helen Armit 30, Linen Weaver Textile Factory, Janet
Hunter 25, Harry Hunter 1 Nephew. 167, Union Street, Cowdenbeath.
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Private Andrew Armit married Helen “Nellie” Campbell 16" July 1917 Parish Church
Cowdenbeath they had one son James John Armit born December 15 1917 in
Cowdenbeath. Helen Campbell married James McGrath 1922 in Cowdenbeath.
James and Helen McGrath immigrated to Johnstown America where Helen McGrath
died 26™ November 1984 aged 86, her son James John Armit “McGrath” died 28"
October 1982 in Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

Dunfermline Press 5" October 1918

Mrs Armit 167 Union Street, Cowdenbeath, has been informed of the death in action
of her husband Private A Armit, Black Watch, on 10" September. Private Armit who
was 23 years old was employed with the Fife Coal Company prior to enlisting. He
had only been in France four days when he met his death. He leaves one child.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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The Black Watch (World War 1)

The 6th Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) were subordinated to the 153"
Infantry Brigade (2nd Highland). The units in the 153" Brigade at that time were the
5" and 7" Black Watch. Pte Armit was likely drafted shortly before or after his
marriage in July 1917 and probably left for war in March 1918 when the 1/6" Black
Watch were deployed to France. In the weeks before his death the 1/6™ Black Watch
were involved in the fighting on the North Bank of the river Scarpe from August 15
through to September 14 1918, including fighting in which Greenland Hill was
captured. The 51% Highland Division was involved in the battle of Arras from 26"
August through to 5 September 1918. The 51 Highland Division occupied the left
flank near Fampoux, France. Previously in July the 1/6™ Black Watch at Chambery,
attacking the Germans alongside a French unit, was awarded the Croix de Guerre for
bravery.

Armit
Andrew Armit.(Not found to date)

Arnott

Archibald Arnott

Private Archibald Arnott, S/15931, 8th Battalion Queens Own Cameron
Highlanders, born Cambusnethan, Lanarkshire, enlisted Cowdenbeath, usual
residence Cowdenbeath, Died 9" June 1916 and buried in Old Beath Cemetery
Cowdenbeath, Fife. Grave reference 304.

ARNOTT, Pte. Archibald, 15931. 8th Bn.
Cameron Highlanders. Died 9th June, 1916, of
wounds received at Loos. Age 20. Son of
William and Isa Arnott, of 28, School St.,
Cowdenbeath. 304. C.W.G.C.

A )

Private Archibald Arnott was awarded the Victory
Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star; his family
would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny”
and scroll from King George V.

X P




Isabella “Isa” Halliday Robb married William Arnott 31% December 1879 in
Morningside Cambusnethan, Lanarkshire. The 1911 census shows William and
Isabella had 15 children, with 9 who were still surviving.

Archibald Arnott 5, born 1896 Cambusnethan, Lanarkshire, son of William Arnott 40,
occupation Coal Miner, Mother Isabella Halliday Arnott 40, Robert 17, Coal Miner,
Marian Arnott 14, At Home, Lizzie Arnott 12, Scholar, Maggie Arnott10, Scholar,
Annie Arnott 3, and Jane Arnott 1. Family were living at 7 New Row, Cambusnethan.

By 1911, Archibald Arnott 15, Miner (Drawer) Father William Arnott 50, Miner
(Hewer) Mother, Isabella Arnott 50, born Newmains, married 31 years had 15
children with 9 surviving, (Deaf and Dumb 4 years) Annie Arnott 13, School, Jane
Arnott 11, School. 145 Union Street, Cowdenbeath, Fife.
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WW1 Service Record Archibald Arnott

Archibald Arnott, 28 School Street, Cowdenbeath, enlistment at Inverness, 1°*
December 1914 aged 19, Miner, Height 5™ :5™, 124 Pounds, Service, “Home” from
1% December 1914 to 7™ July 1915, Ex to France 8" July 1917 to 9™ June 1916.

25™ September 1915 “Gunshot Wound Thigh, Died of Cerebral Tumour, 3™ Scottish,
General Hospital, Stobhill, Glasgow 9 June 1916.

Mother Isabella Arnott reply to letter received 24™ December 1920, “Sir I have not
applied for Memorial Plaque or Scroll, and | have not been issued with either, will be
pleased to get same, I am still at same address” Mrs Isabella Arnott, 28 Schools
Street, Cowdenbeath. Received Scroll 8" February 1921.

Memorandum 15 Nov 1916

Reference Preceding minute, | am of the opinion that the cause of death in the case of
no 15931 Pte Arnott A,8"™ Cameron Highlanders, that the disease which caused death
commenced during the man’s service, “but not caused by service” nor was it
aggravated by service.J.P.Duncan Captain,R.A.M.C.

CUWDENBEATH SOLDIER'S DEATH IN
HOSMITAL / .

, . The funeral took place on Tuesday from his
u:::..‘m ﬁw"z ?ﬁ%im :: father’s house of Private Archibald Arnott, son
of Nr. Willam Amott, 8 School ftreet. Amott  of Mr William Arnott, 28 School Street. Arnott,
who was a member of the c‘;ﬂﬂuﬂlﬂm who was a member of the Cameron Highlanders,
ok il and died in Bl Houp took ill and died in Stobhill Hospital.

Dunfermline Journal June 1916.




U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Balloch

Private Robert Balloch, $/6077, 7" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, born Armadale,
enlisted Dunfermline, died of wounds 2™ December 1915, Death Place, 28" Field
Ambulance. Vlamertinghe Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

BALLOCH, Pte. R, 6077. 7th Bn. Seaforth
Highlanders. 12th Dec., 1915. Age 40. Hus-
band of Elizabeth Balloch, of 328, West Broad

Strect, Cowdenbeath Flfe I 0 O
SRR : .. CW.G.C.

©" " " Private Robert Balloch was awarded the Victory Medal,
o = British Medal and the 15 Star; his family would have received

the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
V.

Robert Baxter Balloch was born 27" December 1875 in Armadale, West Lothian son
of James Russell Balloch 1835-1899 and Christina Baxter 1838-1897, Brother of
Janet,Alexander,Matthew,Christine,Margaret,James,Andrew,Elizabeth,Jane,Grace, Wi
lliam,Mary, Agnes, Jemima.

In 1881, Robert Balloch aged 6 son of James Balloch 45 born Airdrie, occupation
Miner, Mother Christina 43 born Bathgate, Matthew 19 Coal Miner, Andrew 14 Coal
Miner, Jane 10, Scholar, Grace 8, Scholar. Margaret 16, at home. Address 18 Main
Street Bathgate.

By 1891, Robert Balloch 16, was working as a coal miner, and living with his family

at 55 North Street, Armadale, Father, James Balloch 56 Unable to work, and Mother
Christina 54, Grace 18, labourer at brickwork.

Wedding



Robert Balloch 22, Coal Miner, married Elizabeth Foster 22, in Lennoxtown
Lanarkshire.

In 1901, Robert Balloch 26 Coal Miner, wife Elizabeth 26,born Armadale, living at
22 Barrack Cottages, Torphichen, West Lothian.

The 1911 census shows, Robert Balloch 36, Coal Miner, wife Elisabeth Balloch 36,
married 13 years, no children. Robert B Thomson 8 (Adopted son) Address 322
Broad Street, Cowdenbeath, Fife.

=

Dunfermline Press 1% January 1916.

Death of Cowdenbeath Private.

Mrs Balloch Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath, has received official notice that her
husband Private Robert Balloch of Seaforth Highlanders died of wounds in Flanders
on the 13" December. Pte Balloch was a Miner and enlisted at the outbreak of war.
He leaves a Widow and one child.

| COWDENBEATH SOLDIER . .
, *  KILLED. Dundee Courier 31" December 1915.
My Elizmmbeth Balloch, 118 Moss Side Road,

Cowdenbeat ved officia mation .
e o u-.:bm U Mirs Balloch Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath, has

Balloch, of the Seaforth H of - ici -
S e received official notice that her husband

wat i Wiy, and Selidied b the “ulheak of  Private Robert Balloch of Seaforth Highlanders
e WaT, Inrn 4 !mb' lnd one child, . . th

1 —_ died of wounds in Flanders on the 13
December. Pte Balloch was a Miner and enlisted at the outbreak of war. He leaves a

Widow and one child.

'~ covorsieats sevorms xiep.  Dunfermline Journal 1% January 1916.
Mys. Eliiabah Bulleed, 110 Moseside Road,
Combon'swath baw v frowl officisl intumafion of

ue .;'::r:.:f :3:::". ”"::::’M‘:" m Mrs Elizabeth Balloch, 118 Mosside Road,
vm the 13th lwermbor m Flanders. . Cowdenbeath has official intimation of the death
h"{':':‘ bt ol ol ';:::' w the war. . of her husband, Private Robert Balloch, of the

: Seaforth Highlanders, who died of wounds on
the 2" December in Flanders. Balloch who was a miner previous to the war leaves a

widow and one of a family.

Soldiers Will, ScotlandsPeople 14th October 1915
In the event of my death | give the whole of my property and effects to my wife Mrs
Robert Balloch, 118 Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath.



Signed 6077 Pte Robert Balloch, 7" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, B Company, no
5 Platoon. B.E.F.France.

U.K.Army Registers of Soldiers Effects.
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Seaforth Highlanders

7" (Service) Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders was raised at Fort George in August
1914 as part of Kitchener's First New Army and joined 26" Brigade in ot (Scottish)
Division. After initial training in Scotland they moved to Aldershot and in January
1915 going into billets in Alton. They moved on to Bordon in March for final training
and proceeded to France in mid-May landing at Boulogne. They went into action in
the Battle of Loos.

Baptie

Sergeant R. (Henry) Baptie 1571, 7" Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)
Killed in Action 13" November 1916. Born Prestonpans, Enlisted Cowdenbeath,
Grave reference 1.D.1.Mailly Wood Military Cemetery. Somme, France.

BAPTIE, Serjt. H., 1571. 7th Bn. Black Watch.
13th Nov., 1916. Husband of M. Baptie, of
Cowdenbeath, Fife. I. D. 1.

Sergeant Henry Baptie was awarded the Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15
Star; his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
King George V.
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In 1901 Henry Baptie was aged 6, son of Charles Baptie 27 Coal Miner, Mother
Isabella 27, Charles 4, Address 6 Mangall Street, Ballingry, Fife.

By 1911 Henry Baptie aged 16, was working as a Miner, Father Charles 39 Miner,
Mother Isa 37 married 17 years, and bearing 9 children born, of whom 6 are still
living, Charles 14 Miner, Rob 9 scholar, Geo 6, Eliz 5, Wm 1, all living at 173 Perth
Road, Cowdenbeath.
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Henry Baptie married Margaret Cowan 1915 in Cowdenbeath.

Dunfermline Press 25" November 1916

Mrs Baptie, 264 Perth Road, Cowdenbeath. Has been notified that her husband

Sergeant Henry Baptie, Black Watch, was killed in action November 13™. Sergeant
Baptie was 22 years of age and worked in the Aitken Pit Kelty, prior to the war. He
joined up as a territorial and had been in France for about 2 years. Mrs Baptie is left

with one child. A brother Sapper Charles Baptie R.E.recently returned to the front
after being home wounded.

Sapper Charles Baptie (Brother) Royal. Engineers Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, was
awarded the Military Medal for dressing an officer’s wound and dragging him back to
the trenches.

Mrs. Hewry M-D'Mw"‘“"'

Dunfermline Journal 25" November 1916

and wiis anly TOAITIRG FRCEIRLY e smo—e |

-
FE 1= Mrs Henry Baptie, 264 Perth Road, has
" officially informed that her husband Sergeant
= Henry Baptie, Black Watch, was killed in the
advance on the 13™ inst. Baptie who was 22
years of age, prior to being called up he
worked in the Aitken Pit as a miner. He had
been in France about 2 years when he fell. He
is survived by a widow and one child. The
following is a copy of the letter received by
Mrs Baptie from the Captain of the regiment.
wnd emeoragine csamele o e men o e+ Dear Mrs Baptie,- it is with very deep regret
e o e (iehe, s govelly 1 | that | write to tell you of the death of your
|

iriati and . , T sm wswv, hase
won  Twoogmitian Very soom afterwands he oaa
fatally wounshed and died. Your hustmnd wes Lked
-ndqdni-dby.llbodm‘wxdmdlh
Compmny for his Gne qua'stbes During the last
nine mounthe while I have been with the Comgany
lhvomd—nyimdhnlm'v-fy

A e, wdmer My

ndiaurr;ilb-&bsrﬂh'oe—tuvyhh‘-d

e e i T wax v wmeemtt, et | husband, Sergeant Baptie. During an attack on
our stretcher-bearers wern abier L recover his bady s . th

. i the German lines on the morning of the 12
e linew, where be ™ borisd 1 am mnding you . . .
the peeemal offects which wers in Sweam | st He had behaved with splendid bravery,
Baptic's pockits Will you piras accwege the very . - - - -
derp vempethy of -myee'f and she other o, rg|lying a party who were in difficulties. He
ot the Compapy with you ln your loms —Yours T
mimcmrrts. ‘ had used his initiative and example would |

am sure have won recognition. Very soon

afterwards he was fatally wounded and died. Your husband was liked and admired by

Walter Hord, Capluin.



all the officers and men of the company for his fine qualities. During the last nine
months while | have been with the company | have known of many instances of his
bravery and encouraging example to the men of his Platoon. He was one of whom we
could least spare of all the company, and personally | shall miss him very much. You
will be glad to know that the attack was very successful, and our stretcher-bearers
were able to recover his body and to carry it back to a village cemetery behind the
lines, where he is buried. | am sending you the personal effects which were in
Sergeant Baptie’s pockets. Will you please accept the very deep sympathy of myself
and the other officers of the company with you in your loss- Yours Sincerely, Walter
Herd, Captain.

U.K.
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War Diary 7" Battalion Black Watch
g @ WAR DIARY ®
INTELLIGENE’E SUMMARY--
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7" Battalion, The Black Watch was a Territorial unit based at St Andrews under
command of the Black Watch Brigade, when war broke out in August 1914. They
were mobilized and moved to Queensferry to man the Forth Defences. In November
1914 they moved to the Tay Defences. On the 16™ of April 1915 they moved to
Bedford to join 2" Highland Brigade in Highland Division and prepare for
deployment overseas. They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 2™ of
May 1915. On the 12" of May the formation was renamed 153" Brigade, 51%
(Highland) Division and concentrated in the area of Lillers, Busnes and Robecq. They
were rushed to the defence of Ypres when the enemy attacked using poison gas on the
22" of April 1915, and were in action until the 19" of May when they moved to
Estaires on the River Lys. They were in action in the Battle of Festubert and The
Second Action of Givenchy before moving south to The Somme taking over the line
near Hamel. In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the Somme, including the



attacks on High Wood and The Battle of the Ancre, capturing Beaumont Hamel,
taking more than 2000 prisoners.

Barclay

Ivan C. Christie. Barclay, Surgeon Probationer, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. .
HMS “Mary Rose” Killed in action protecting convoy in North Sea, 17" October
1917 age 22. Panel Reference 27, Chatham Naval Memorial

BARCLAY, Surgeon Prob. Ivan Curror Christie.
R.IN.VR. HM.S. “Mary Rose.” Killed in
action protecting convoy in North Sea 17th Oct.,
1917. Age 22. Son of Grace Barclay, of 1, Park
Place, Dunfermline, and the late Charles Barclay.
Native of Cowdenbeath, Fife. 27.

In 1901, Ivan C.C.Barclay age 6, son of Charles Barclay 49, Joiner &
Watch Maker, Grace Barclay 44, William K Barclay 23, Foreman
Joiner, Charles Barclay 19, Chemist Assistant. Address 257 High
Street, Cowdenbeath.

L C. C. Bagcray.

By 1911, Ivan C.C.Barclay 16 was living with his parents Charles Barclay 59,
occupation Joiner, Grace Barclay 54.Address 105 Rosecraig, Cowdenbeath.

sox or cowvmimmxtn sxemovesr  Dynfermline Journal 27" October 1917.

?"‘M r,,,;"'..:".,’:..'a:”..:f’,.."‘:."n‘z Surgeon Probationer lvan C.C. Barclay, R.N.V.R.
B 3d 50N Of eX-provost Barclay, Cowdenbeath, is
‘&.ﬁm from_wcands ?."‘ﬂ'.,.._;. reported killed in action on the 17" inst; Surgeon
Chuirch, s ‘s brother of the dncossed Probationer Barclay was studying medicine at
Edinburgh University when he volunteered for naval service. He became a doctor on
board H.M.S. Mary Rose. He took part in the Jutland battle. He is the second
member of the family to fall, the eldest Lieut W.K.Barclay, Black Watch, having died
from wounds in France in 1915. Rev James Barclay, Haymarket U.F. church is a
brother of the deceased.

Dunfermline Press 17" August 1918.

Posthumous Honour for Cowdenbeath Surgeon Probationer.

The London Gazette of August 7 contains a list of naval honours and includes
amongst those “Mentioned in Dispatches” Surgeon Probationer Ivan C.C.Barclay,
R.N.V.R. who was killed in action. The surgeon took part in the Jutland Battle. He
was on board the “Mary Rose” and the award was made in recognition of gallantry in
the action H.M Torpedo Boat, Destroyers Mary Rose and Strongbow, and 3 German
light cruisers, which attacked a convoy on October 17, 1917.

Surgeon Probation Barclay was the youngest son of ex provost and Mrs Barclay,
Rosecraig, Cowdenbeath. He was a distinguished medical student of Edinburgh



University prior to enlisting early in 1915. A brother Lieut W.K. Barclay Black
Watch was killed in action in France 1915.

Barclay

Lieutenant William Kirk Barclay, 1/7" Fife Battalion Black Watch
(Royal Highlanders) Wounded severely at Festubert, 16" June 1915.
Died of Wounds 20™ June 1915, 7™ Stationary Hospital, Boulogne,

| France.

R
i

,_41; BARCLAY, Lt. W. K. 1st/7th Bn. Black Watch.
2oth June, 1915. Age 37. Husband of Helen
Barclay, of 54, Blake St., Brucefield, Dunfermline.
896.

C.W.G.C.
TSiReoar WPRGRNLL T Lieutenant W.K.Barclay was awarded the British and
WKk Victoria Medals, also awarded the 15 Star, Highly

commended mention in spring 1915, by Brigadier-General

?,1”7“,’ ;,(4?‘}' 74« é3
Vi b for reconnaissance work.
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Feet 7 William Kirk Barclay was born November 1877, Beath,
Fife, eldest son of Charles Barclay and Grace Kirk.

In 1881, William Barclay aged 3, was living with his family at Moorview Cottage,
Cowdenbeath. Father, Charles Barclay 29, occupation Joiner Foreman, Mother Grace
Barclay 24, James Barclay 1.

By 1891, William Barclay 13 still at school and living with his family at 183 High
Street, Cowdenbeath, Father, Charles Barclay 39, Joiner / Ironmonger, Grace Barclay
34, James Barclay 11 Scholar, Charles Barclay 9 Scholar.

William K Barclay aged 23, was working as a foreman joiner, family were, Father,
Charles Barclay 49, Joiner and Watchmaker, Grace Barclay 44, Charles Barclay 19,
Chemists Assistant, Ivan C.C. Barclay 6, Scholar, 257 High Street, Cowdenbeath.

William Kirk Barclay married Helen Troup 1902 St Andrews, Edinburgh.

The 1911 census shows, William K Barclay 33, occupation Joiner, Wife Helen
Barclay 34, married 8 years and bearing 5 children all of whom still survive, Charles
Barclay 8,School, Nicol Barclay 5, School, James Barclay 4, Helen Barclay 2,
Alexander Barclay 6months, 275 High Street, Cowdenbeath.
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Dunfermline Press 26" June 1915



Officer Killed

On Sunday morning ex-Provost Barclay received an official message from the
regimental headquarters at Perth to the effect that his eldest son Lieutenant Wm K
Barclay, had been dangerously wounded and was lying in the 7™ Stationary Hospital
Boulogne. His second son the Rev James Barclay M.A.Haymarket United Free
Church Edinburgh. Left in the evening for Boulogne, but before he got there another
telegram arrived stating that the Lieutenant had died as a result of his wounds.
Lieutenant Barclay was one of the best known and most highly respected men in
Cowdenbeath. He was associated with his Father as a Joiner in business, and
conducted woodwork classes under the Kinross and Carnock School Boards. For
twenty-three years he was connected with the VVolunteer and Territorial movement.
He joined J Company Lochgelly as a Private in 1893 and in the following year
received his first stripe. His promotion to the rank of Corporal came five years later
and in 1904 he attained the rank of Sergeant. Like many others he thought
Cowdenbeath should have a volunteer Corps of its own, and by his enthusiasm and
perseverance he did more than most to secure the eighteen N.C.O’s and men of L
Company transferred there services to the new Cowdenbeath company in October
1906 and the stalwart Sergeant at this time received his Commission. No promotion
could have been more popular. During the short time he was at the front his ability
was clearly recognised. On the battalion’s first visit to the trenches Captain Aitken
and he, with their Company made a gallant stand while acting as covering party to a
Company of trench diggers. On the second visit the Lieutenant and another Officer
Captain Donaldson each is his old sphere carried out difficult reconnaissance work
which drew forth the following comment “The G.O.C. wishes to express his
appreciation of the useful reconnaissance work carried out by the Officers of the 7"
Black Watch this morning”.

Lieutenant Barclay as a civilian led a very active life. He was a member of Beath
Parish church, Cowdenbeath Town Council, and other popular boards. He was
greatly interested in the good Templar movement, and on one occasion acted as Grand
Marshal for Scotland.

Lieutenant Barclay who was 38 years of age was married to the second daughter of
the late Wm Troup, Frenchie and Cowdenbeath, and he leaves a Widow and six of a
family

Mrs Barclay has received many expressions of sympathy during this week. Colonel
H.M.Allen commanding the battalion writes under the date 18™ June:-

Dear Mrs Barclay it is with extreme regret | write to tell your husband was severely
wounded on the night of the 18"™. He was gallantly leading his men into a support
trench under heavy fire when he was unfortunately hit by shrapnel. 1 am sorry to say
he received a number of wounds and his condition is undoubtedly grave, though with
his fine constitution there is every hope he may pull through. His absence though we
hope it may be only temporary will be very much felt by us. He was a cheery
comrade and professionally one of the best officers in the battalion. Will you please
accept on my behalf and that of the regiment our very deepest sympathy and may
your husband soon be restored to health and strength.

Captain Mcintosh writes: - “We have had a very rough time during the last few days
chiefly on the 16" during an attack on the Germans and a counter attack by them. A
considerable number of our men were struck by shell fire, some being killed and



others more or less seriously wounded. Your good man was doing his duty, moving
about helping those who were wounded and encouraging others while shells were
bursting all around I regret to say he was struck by one of them. I don’t know how we
will get on without him for he was a tower of strength in more senses than one. His
name was submitted by the commanding officer for promotion three days before his
injury and 1 am hoping to see that out. I remain Yours Sincerely. G.Wm McIntosh

FUNERAL OF A FIFE OFFICER

The funeral of Lieutenant W. K. Barclay, 1/7" Black Watch, who died in No. 7
Stationary Hospital, Boulogne, on June 20" from wounds received in action a few
days earlier, took place at Cowdenbeath on Saturday afternoon. After a service had
been held in the Drill Hall, the body was taken on a gun carriage supplied by the
R.F.A. to Beath Cemetery, followed by a large number of mourners. A detachment of
40 soldiers from the regiment formed the firing party, and as the coffin was being
lowered in the grave pipers played “Lochaber No More,” and “The Last Post” was
sounded. Lieutenant Barclay was a member of Beath Parish Council and of
Cowdenbeath Town Council. The Scotsman, Monday, 28 June, 1915,

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.

1 oot f 5
BAR LAy [ ".‘;,f‘(‘ oy Ao

poas 3 sl s g O M Yn-leg bdbider §z Y1 Chus X2,
b L3 B L 751 2| Ak  deln Borcky Foy  GLEE s fiy

War Diary 1/7" Battalion Black Watch

s
"
‘

i o |
PBerocha 4. (rrin teel| 1 | Rl A5 cluby R3A/()18,

Lievt| BARCLAY W. K forsnclist| B |chest of teswnes 19/s )15

I3 $ ) { i A
- ~W/L/Er"f HARLEY F \W. wWwewnoleel | v | \XL(LNJ!L\.LLLI AT Exnglan 2 1/6/18"
“a I 5

Headstone

"-—':f“-z—ﬁ'»:‘-Private Donald Beaton, $/43142, 2" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders,
Formerly S/6532, Royal Highlanders, born Bannockburn, Stirlingshire, enlisted



Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 14™ October 1916, France and Flanders. Grave
reference Pier and Face 15C. Thiepval Memorial.

BEATON, Pte. Donald, S/43142. 2nd Bn.

Seaforth Highlanders. 14th Oct., 1916. CW.G.C.

g = - Private Donald Beaton was awarded the Victory Medal,
e ~ British Medal and the 15 Star; his family would have received

o the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
V.
o il

In 1901, Donald Beaton aged 3, Born Bannockburn, Stirling. son of Catherine Beaton
41, Murdoch Beaton 18, Coal Miner, Duncan Beaton 16, Coal Miner, Mary Beaton
12, Scholar, Ewan Beaton 8, Scholar, Marjory Beaton 6, Scholar, Address 43, Arthur
Place, Cowdenbeath.

1911

Donald Beaton 13, Mother Catherine Beaton 56, School Cleaner, married 30 years
and bearing 7 children of whom 6 still survive Duncan Beaton 26, Coal Miner,
School.
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Dunfermline Press 4" November 1916.

Private Donald Beaton Seaforth Highlanders 19 years of age, youngest son of Mrs
Beaton, 55 Bridge Street, Cowdenbeath, was Killed in action on the 11" October. He
joined the Black Watch a month after war broke out, and through course of time was
transferred to the Seaforths. Prior to becoming a soldier he worked at Raith Colliery.
He was a Brother of Mr Duncan Beaton who represents Cowdenbeath on the Fife
County Council, and is chairman of the Cowdenbeath Branch of the I.L.P.

| Olfimal inlormation Sas boen receivel b y

| & cowpmxmEATIT EEARORTI R11s r Dunfermline Journal 4" Nov 1916.

the Black Waich & meeih atter war 1o . - | Official information has been received by Mrs Beaton,
twice boon bome from Framce, roc .2 R

o i b wnd nee oo oo -0, | 55 Bridge Street, that her youngest son Pte Donald

e e, e v o e | Beaton, Seaforths, has been killed in action on October
TP s S b S W sl 14" Beaton who joined the Black Watch a month

while 3 third was discharged receat

after war broke out had twice been home from France,
once suffering from frost bite, and once from the effects of being gassed. Prior to
enlistment he worked in Raith Colliery. He was a brother of Mr Duncan Beaton who




represents Cowdenbeath in the Fife County Council, and is chairman of the L.L.P.
Mrs Beaton has another son still serving, while a third was discharged recently.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects
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On the 14™ October 1916, the 2" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders were attacking the
German position know as Dewdrop Trench, West of Lesboeufs, Somme, France.

Bell ©

Private John Francis Bell, 2421, 7" Battalion (Fife) Black Watch
(Territorial) Royal Highlanders, Born Haddington, East Lothian, Enlisted
Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 16™ June 1915. Grave reference Panels 24
to 26. Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

BELL, Pte. John, 2421. 7th Bn. Black Watch.
16th June, 1915. C.W.G.C.

Private John Bell was awarded the Victory Medal, British Medal
and the 15 Star; his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1891, John F Bell 4 was living with his family in Pentcaitland, Father, James Bell
35, occupation Coal Miner, Mother Helen Bell 33, James Bell 17, Coal Miner,
William Bell 14, Coal Miner, Helen Rait 12, (Step-Daughter) Scholar, Jane Ann Bell
11, Scholar, and Alice Bell 2.

By 1901, John Bell 14 was at School and living with his family at 35 Pettigrews
Close, Dalkeith, Father, James Bell 45, Pit Bottomer, Helen Bell 43, William Bell 22,
Coal Miner-Hewer, Alice Bell 12, Scholar, Robert Bell 10, Scholar, Elizabeth Bell 3.

Marriage 6™ March 1908.

John Francis Bell 20, Coal Miner, 20 Pretoria Row, Cowdenbeath, married Agnes
Montague 19, Pretorian Row, Cowdenbeath. 6" March 1908 at the Manse
Cowdenbeath, Parents James Bell, Helen McGhie, Agnes’s parents Charles Montague
and Margaret McAulay, Witness Alice Bell. John and Agnes went on to have 3
children, Agnes, Eleanor, Margaret.



1911

John Bell 23, Miner, Agnes 22, Agnes 1, Address 25 Kirkford Road, Cowdenbeath.

} ELPHINSTONE,

| Pte. John Bell, 7th Black Watch, a
| ntive of Elphinstone, who resided in Dal-
[keith for moay yewrs, bas been killed 1n
| aotion in France. He was 28 years of age,
and enlisted in Angust last. He was pre-
viously employed at Lady Victoria Calliery,
Newbattie, and also worked at Kirkford
Colliery, Fifs, for some time. Pte. Robert
Bell, his hrother, who enlisted in the same
compuny, and who was shot in the stomachs
is making satisfactory progress.

Dundee Courier 22™ July 1916.

Pte John Bell 7" Black Watch, a native of Elphiston,
who resided in Dalkeith for many years, has been
Killed in action in France. He was 29 years of age,
and enlisted in August last. He was previously
employed at Lady Victoria Colliery, Newbattle, and
also work at Kirkland Colliery Fife, for some time.

i Pte Robert Bell his Brother who enlisted in the same

Company and who was shot in the stomach is making satisfactory progress.

Cowdenbeath Brothers Killed

_— ,
| COWDENBEATH BROTHERS |
| * KILLED IN ACTION.

= ., Pte John Bell, Pte Robert Bell. Two Brother in the Black Watch
| John and Robert Bell 26 Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, have
. | | given their lives for their Country.

. John Bell was killed recently, and now Mrs Robert Bell has
(S received official intimation that her hushand has been killed.
sl Robert was wounded previousely, but recovered sufficiently to
i return to the trenches. The two Widows reside in the same house,
| an arrangement come to when the Brothers enlisted.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Private Robert Lumsden Bell, 2447, 7" (Fife) Battalion Black Watch,
(Royal Highlanders) born Haddington, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in
Action 5™ July 1916, Grave Reference 111. A. 1. Maroeuil British
Cemetery, Pas De Calais, France.

BELL, Pte. R., 2447. 1st/7th Bn. Black Watch..
sth July, 1916. III. A. 1.




Private Robert Lumsden Bell was awarded the Victory and British Medal, and also
the 15 Star; his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
scroll from King George V.

James Lumsden Bell 32, occupation Coal Miner and Helen Rait (maiden name Rait)
no marriage certificate found to date. They had eight children, Robert Lumsden Bell
was born 18" June 1891, Pentcaitland, Haddington.

In 1901 Robert Bell aged 10, was still at school and living with his family at 35
Pettigrews Close, Dalkeith, Father James Bell 45, occupation Pit Bottomer, Helen
Bell 43, William Bell 22, Coal Miner, Alice Bell 12 Scholar, Elizabeth Bell 3,

Robert Lumsden Bell married Elizabeth F Grandison 1910 in Cowdenbeath. They had
3 children. Elizabeth married James A Riddoch 1917 in Edinburgh. She died 1954 in
Cowdenbeath.

In 1911 Robert Bell 21, occupation Coal Miner, Wife Elizabeth 20, married 1 year, 1
child, 1 child living. Mary Bell 1. Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath.
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Dunfermline Press July 1916

covpsIETEGIES Y Cowdenbeath Brothers Killed in Action

Two Brother in the Black Watch John and Robert Bell 26

i Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, have given their lives for their

¢ Country.

. John Bell was killed recently, and now Mrs Robert Bell has

‘| received official intimation that her hushand has been killed.
Robert was wounded previousely, but recovered sufficiently to

| return to the trenches. The two Widows reside in the same house,
‘.",m’fé an arrangement come to when the Brothers enlisted.

Soldiers Will, Scotlandspeople

In the event of my death I give the whole of my effects and property to my wife Mrs
Robert Bell 26, Foulford Place, Kirkford, Cowdenbeath. 2447 Pte R Bell, 1/7™ Black
Watch, 14" March 1916.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects.
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Binning

2" Lieutenant William Barclay Binning, Machine Gun Corps,
9th Battalion (Scottish Rifles) born Cowdenbeath, died of wounds,
20" June 1915. Grave reference 11.D.63, Bailleul Communal
Cemetery, Nord France.

BINNING 2nd Lt. Wllham Barclay 28th Bn
Machine Gun Corps. Died of wounds 24th April,
1916. Age 19. Son of Sydney Redpath Binning
and Jane Barclay Binning, of * Lochview,” Sten-
house St., Cowdenheath, Fife. II. D. 63.
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Campaign :—

2" Lieutenant William Barclay Binning
was awarded the Victory Medal, British
Medal and the 14/15 Star; his family would
have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
Penny” and scroll from King George V.
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i o e o e 105095/ o i 1IN 1901 William Binning 4, son of Sydney
[ s Binning 32, occupation Plumber, Jane
Binning 32, Annie Binning 6, Scholar, Isabella Binning 2, William Barclay 50,
Colliery Oversman. Address 22 Park Avenue, Cowdenbeath.

The 1911 census shows, William Binning 15, Scholar, Father, Sydney Binning 42,
occupation Plumber, Mother Jane, Binning 42, Anne Binning 16, Isabella 11, John 4,
Address 250 Hall Street, Cowdenbeath.

William applied for a commission in the army in December 1914. He had been
eighteen in September. He was appointed as a Second Lieutenant to the 11"
Battalion the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles). He spent most of January 1915
training in Stirling. He graduated third out of twenty nine fellow officers

and at the beginning of February went down to the Bristol area to join the

11" Battalion. He spent the next nine months training at Sutton Venny. He
turned nineteen in September and on the 3" of October he crossed to France
to join the 9™ Battalion which had suffered serious losses during the Battle?
of Loos. His telegram to his parents, sent from Folkestone, reads "Crossing
tonight. Cheer oh’.

The 9" Battalion, part of the 28" Brigade of the 9™ (Scottish) Division,



was based at this time at Dikkebus and went into the Front line in Armagh
Wood to the south east of Ypres. William did not keep up his diary writing
during this period so all we have to connect him with this time is a letter

he wrote to his father in November when he talks about though does not name
the Cloth Hall in ruins which he had seen on his way up to the front. In
December he fell ill with an abscess in his mouth which was serious enough to
have him hospitalised for two weeks at Etaples.

When he re-joined his battalion he found he had been transferred to the newly
created Machine Gun Corps. He spent the whole of January 1916 retraining and
recorded in his diary that there was plenty of time for pleasure. He re-joined
the 9™ Division as an officer in the 28™ Machine Corps Company. He also
knew Dby this time that his second star had been agreed by Division but the

War Office seems to have taken its time to ratify his promotion to

Lieutenant. The 9™ Division was now based at Le Bizet between Plugsteert and
Armentieres and William’s battalion went into the Front line at the village

of Le Touquet which straddles the Belgian- French border.

From his diary we find out that his unit spent six days in the trenches and

then six days out usually staying at a farm called Grand Rabeque which was
still within range of the German guns. Most of his work in this area was
concerned with improving the emplacements for the machine guns. Apart from
his main concerns were that of any soldier’s letters and parcels from

home. In particular, he looked forward to letters from Jane (Jean) Kelso whom
he had fallen in love with though he still wrote letters to his old

girlfriend Margaret and she to him. Jean was also a pupil at William’s old
school and she had been Dux of the school in 1914. It is not known when they
first got to know each other “presumably when William was on leave from
training during 1915”. It is claimed by William’s family that they became
engaged on William’s last leave home when Jean was still several days short
of her sixteenth birthday. William records in his diary somewhat
enigmatically Our Happy Day two days before his return to France.
Throughout March and April William records his constant back and forth to the
trenches, the regular afternoon strafe, the artillery bombardments and trench
mortar fire which he particularly hates. Every week too there is a mention of

a fellow officer or member of his unit being wounded or killed. He seems,
however, to hate the bad weather almost as much as the enemy guns. But if he
was becoming increasingly fatalistic about his future this not conveyed in

the diary but may well have been sensed in his many letters at this time

which sadly no longer exist His last entry in his diary is for the 22 April
“Relief to Trenches”.

From an account given later to his father he was wounded in the abdomen by
machine gun fire when he was supervising his machine guns going into their
emplacements on the night of 22/23 April. He was removed to Casualty Clearing
station No 2 in Bailleul where he was operated on. But he died at 3.05pm on

the 24April having lost consciousness only 30 minutes before. He must have
been aware that he was going to die. He was buried next day in Bailleul
Communal Cemetery. He was nineteen and a half year old.
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An account of the circumstances of William Binning’s being wounded.

(the battalion waited at) “the end of the communicating trenches till it was dark on
that Sunday night. The Germans had been shelling pretty heavy all that day...
the above mentioned Trench and the front line Trenches were on an open piece of
ground just a the back of Le Touquet station — in fact just the goods yard or siding.
This ground was screened from the German side with the station and Willie’s dug out.
was h the station buildings at the time the regiment was waiting. Willie was
getting out his machine guns along with 2 gunners preparatory to going into the firing
line with the regiment that night. Just as these incidents were taking place this
Cowdenbeath sergeant and an officer standing under the parapet of the
communications trench heard a suppressed groan and the sergeant was asked to go
over the top and see what had happened and Willie was lying in this yard — he was
able even to tell how he was lying. We gave him first attention turned him over to see
if the bullet had went through but it was evidently nearly spent and it had just
penetrated his bowels. We tried him with water but he was quite unconscious only his
pulse was beating — then of course he was taken away but this lets you see that

something can turn up...”

pmarn o & cowmmar oo |- Dynfermline Journal 29" April 1916.
resived aformaiin cn Tuoley s ke sdot — \1 Sydney Binning, Plumber, Cowdenbeath, received

won, Bec. Licutenazy Willimm Binming, Booltish ‘

E&:‘?ﬁ_ﬁﬁ | :_n_formation on ‘_I'uesdgy t_hat his eIt_jest son Sec _
S e | ieutenant William Binning, Scottish Rifles, had died on
i TNty e e o domnion it | I\/I_on(_jay of wounds sustained in action. Lieutenant

e il of ol e Retied o Br Binning received his commission in December 1914,
‘e | three months after he had entered upon the study of
medicine at Edinburgh University. He was a promising student, while receiving his
elementary education he was dux medallist of both the Foulford and Higher grade

schools Cowdenbeath. He was 19 years of age.
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Bird

Private William Bird, 2166, 16" (Service) Battalion (2" Glasgow,) Highland Light
Infantry, born Cowdenbeath, enlisted Edinburgh, residence Cowdenbeath, Died of
Wounds 15" April 1917, 107 Field Ambulance, Nesle, France. Grave Reference,
B.15, Nesle Communal Cemetery, Peronne, France.

e 1914415,
,..nﬁ;@ M 4 bl " Private William Bird was awarded the Victory Medal,
S i British Medal and the 15 Star; his family would have
received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
TEATRE O Wi, | (L) Fianet Klng George V.

QUALIFYNG, DATE.
43 181 A TERD0. R0 4K BNV K

John Bird married Mary Adam 1888, in Auchterderran, Fife, William Bird was born
in 1896, Auchterderran. Fife.

In 1901, four year old William Bird was living with his family at 38 Park Street,
Lochgelly, Father, John Bird 37, occupation coal miner, Mary Bird 41, Henry Bird
12, Scholar, Lizzie Bird 10, Scholar, John Adam (Father-in-law)

- "M’f‘“@;ﬁ& il M Dunfermline Journal 28" April 1917.
b

Ay
Privste Bird wnlied % \rs Bird, Perth Road, has been notified that her
the outhrenk of the war. wnd e twien peev third son, Private Wm Bird, H.L.1. was fatally
vounded  Hio wifo died - th: ! .

ds Mr Bid b two  Wounded on the 157 inst, his death taking place on a

'w’ m the Nary stretcher. Private Bird enlisted on the outbreak of

the war, and was twice previously wounded. His
wife died since he joined up, and he leaves two of a family. Mrs Bird has two other
sons in the Army and one in the navy.
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Dunfermline Press 28" April 1917.

Private William Bird, H.L.1., third son the late Henry Bird, and of Mrs Bird (Nee
Margaret Izatt), 180 Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, died shortly after being wounded in
an engagement on the 15™. Private Bird enlisted at the outbreak of war and was twice
previously wounded. His wife died since he joined up and he is survived by two of a
family. Other two brothers are in the Army, and one is in the Navy.

Soldiers Will



William Bird 2166, 16" Battalion Highland Light Infantry. In the event of my death |
leave the whole of my property and effects to my 2 sons Henry and Robert, and they
be handed over to my Mother Mrs Bird or Sister Mrs Noble. Wm Bird.

U.K. Army Registers of Soldiers Effects
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Black

Private William Black, 26707, 12" Battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) born
Dumfries, enlisted Cowdenbeath, residence Langholm, Dumfries-shire, killed in
action, 14" July 1916, Grave Reference Pier and Face 6 D and 7 D, Thiepval
Memorial, France.

BLACK, Pte. William, 26707. 12th Bn. Royal
Scots. 14th July, 1916. Age 24. Son of Robert
and Martha Black, of St. Anns, Langholm,
Dumfriesshire.

Private William Black was awarded the

/-’f,/[’,é},?' r*} J {;ﬂ Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star;

BB e —L_ | his family would have received the Plague
Willaus - 7| “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
George V.
Jéo_ B 1l R
;‘f_:_-' D/akB % In 1901William Black 8, born Westerkirk,

Dumfries, son of Robert Black, 37, occupation
Farmer and Hotel Keeper, bore Kilpatrick,
s6hajs | «= | Dumfries, Mother Martha 38, John Armstrong
Black 10, Scholar, Margaret Ann Moffat
Black 8, Scholar, David Black 5, Scholar,

Robert Armstrong Black 3, Alexander Armstrong Black 2, Margaret Waugh 23,
Servant. Address Bantpath Hotel (Hamlet) Westerkirk, Dumfrieshire.

William Black,18 occupation Molecatcher, son of Robert Black, 46 occupation
Farmer and Molecatcher, Mother Martha 48, John Armstrong Black, 20, Law Clerk,
Margaret Ann Black, 17 Domestic Servant, Robert Armstrong Black 13, School,
Alexander Armstrong Black 12, School, Address 25, Bantpath Hotel, Westerkirk,
Dumfrieshire.
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Draft Detalils

William Black 26707, C/O Panton Equitable Buildings, Kelty, age 21 years 11
months, occupation, Railway Signaller, Previous service, 5" K.0.S.B. Enlisted 26™
September 1915 at Cowdenbeath, Military History Sheet, Home, 26-9-15 to 15-12-15,
Expeditionary Force France, 16-12-15 to 14-7-16 212 days. William Black, 21 years
11 months, 5ft 7ins, Next of kin Father Robert Black 5 Roseville Street, Langholm,
Dumfrieshire, Killed in action 14 July 1916, 293 days service.
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Questions to be put to the Recruit | enllslment \
"hat is your name ? ., - 1 %‘0

hat is your fall Address 9., '{1 a Rnton.

'® you a British Sabj;

5,9 state particu

""'Ibrlh (n s Majosty's )
J
‘"ﬂy stated the whole.l! auy, of your
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WW1 Battlefiel

s, 14th July 1916

On the 14" of July 1916, a dawn attack was launched on Longueval and other
objectives. This was known as the Battle of Bazentin Ridge, and in the main was a
success, gaining ground and taking the Germans by surprise. Towards the evening of
that day, High Wood came into the reckoning. An attack was originally scheduled for
5.15 p.m., although in the event it was delayed first until 6.15 p.m. and then a little
later. The 2™ Queens reached the south western edge of the wood around 8 p.m., and
shortly afterwards they were joined by the 1% South Staffordshires. This day was also
one of the few where the cavalry were involved. Squadrons of the 20™ Deccan Horse
and the 7" Dragoon Guards waited for a while by Crucifix Corner, before advancing.
They saw action, armed with weapons spanning the technology of centuries: lances
and Machine-Guns were both used by the cavalry that day.

The infantry advanced through the wood, but met increasing opposition, especially
from a strong German line being prepared, known as the Switch Line, which ran
through the northern apex of the wood. The British could not take this line, although
they did hold around two-thirds of High Wood. Reinforcements were sent up,
including men from the 1/9 Highland Light Infantry (Glasgow Highlanders), and like
many others over the next weeks and months, they also passed Crucifix Corner on
their way up to High Wood.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects
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Blair

Private Rolland (Ronald) Beverage Blair, 58376, 142 Field Ambulance, Royal
Army Medical Corps, Killed in Action, 24" July 1916, Bernafay Wood British
Cemetery, Grave Reference, Sp Mem, Men believed to be buried in Bernafay British
Cemetery (Actual Grave Unknown)

C.W.G.C.

- ﬂ_ Private Rolland (Ronald) Blair was awarded the
hme. Pw . seize. Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star;

Blate. T T his family would have received the Plaque
Aonald | = “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King

Lo | [ ‘l_‘:;,_ | 1_\:.m-lu. J3E George V
|| [vie ﬁﬂ!ﬂﬁfgﬂ/ﬁ’ e D T e :
e | _ 4 %Jq

i m’@’ E*L‘i William Blair 20, occupation Miner, married

_— - i Margaret Beveridge 17, on the 27" December
7 1872, in Dunfermline. Rolland was born 2o
May 1876, Kingseat, Dunfermline.

In 1881, Rolland Blair 5, son of William Blair 27, Coal Miner, Margaret Blair 25,
James Blair 7, Scholar, Alexander R Blair 1, William Blair, 3months, Address 1
Porch Row,Dunfermline,Fife.

By 1891, Rolland Blair, 15, was working as a miner and living with his family in
Dunfermline, Father, William Blair 38, Coal Miner, Margaret Blair 36, James Blair
17, Coal Miner, William Blair 14, Coal Miner, Alexander Blair,11, School, Hugh
Blair,8, School, Robert Blair 7, School, Adam Blair 4, School, Helen Blair 2, Peter
Blair 2months,

Rolland Blair married Christina Simpson 4 January 1898 Lumphinnans, Fife.

In the 1911 census, Rolland Blair 35, occupation Coal Miner, Wife, Chrissie Blair 45,
Ann Blair 14,William Blair 11, Scholar, Maggie Blair 9,Scholar, Chrissie Blair 6,
Scholar, Nellie Blair 4, Peter Blair 2, Nan Blair 6 months, Address 74 Hall Street,
Cowdenbeath.



Dunfermline Press 5™ August 19186.
Killed By Shell Fire

Private Rolland Blair, R.A.M.C. of Hall Street, Cowdenbeath, and late of
Lumphinnans, has been killed by shell fire. He leaves a Widow and eight of a family.
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Dunfermline Journal August 5" 1916.
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Private Roland Blair of the R.A.M.C. Hall Street,

_ information re Falconer was received by Mr Smith, who
oo | Stated that Falconer was killed by the bursting of a bomb
on Thursday. He leaves a widow and five of a family. Mrs Blair who has eight of a
family, received the same sad news of the death of her husband on Wednesday in a
letter from the Sergeant Major, who stated that he was killed by the bursting of a shell
and that death was instantantaneous.
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Soldiers Will

Rolland Blair, 58376, Private, 142 Field Ambulance R.A.M.C. died France, signed
Donald Blair.

In the event of my death | leave the whole of my property and effects to Christina
McDonald Cumming Blair. Signed Ronald Blair, 142 Field Ambulance. 9"
September 1915.

U.K.Registers of Soldiers Effects.
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Bowman

Bombardier David Bowman, 6340, Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery,
born Cowdenbeath, enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died, 24™ September 1918, Grave
Reference V1. H. 51. Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun. Pas de Calais.

BOWMAN, Bmdr. D., 6340. “B” Bty. 286th
Bde. Royal Field Artillery. 24th Sept., 1918.
Son of Mr. D. Bowman, of 6, Thistle St., Cowden-
beath,Fife. VI. H. sI.

04 ‘:.'1.3‘) (A} Whers dssuration wax warssd CWGC
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Wit s o4 e sl se] Bombardier David Bowman was awarded the
L o < "t o bwe oz 2] Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star;

Action taken
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his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
George V.

In 1901, David Bowman 6, son of David Bowman, 30, Coal Miner Hewer, Agnes
Bowman 29, Agnes Bowman 8, Scholar, Peter Bowman 4, John Bowman 2, Isabella
Bowman 69 Mother.

By 1911, David Bowman 16, was working as a coal miner and living with his family
at 235, Thistle Street, Cowdenbeath. Father David Bowman, 40, Coal Miner, Mother
Agnes Bowman 39, married 19 years and had 9 children of which 9 are still living,
Agnes Bowman 18, Pit Head Worker, Peter Bowman 14, Coal Miner, John Bowman
12, Scholar, Joseph Bowman 10, Scholar, Richard Bowman 8, Scholar, George
Bowman 3, Catherin Bowman 1.
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Bombardier David Bowman, R.F.A. eldest son of
Mr David Bowman, 6" Thistle Street,
Cowdenbeath, has died suddenly in France.
Deceased who was 24 years of age and a miner in
civil life, enlisted on the outbreak of war, and had
been in France over three years. Two other sons are
in France; David’s death is the first break in the

family of 13.

Soldiers Will

David Bowman, dated 19™ March 1918, 6340, Bombardier, R.F.A. France / Belgium
Died 24/9/18.

In the event of my death I leave all my effects to my Father the undermentioned. Mr
David Bowman, 6 Thistle Street, Cowdenbeath, signed David Bowman.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.




Bowman

Private Robert Bowman, $/7592, 2" Battalion Black Watch (Royal
Highlanders, born Cowdenbeath, enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action, 7" January
1916, Persian Gulf, Grave Reference, XXX, H.2. Amara War Cemetery, Irag.

BOWMAN, Pte. Robert, S/7592. 2nd Bn.
Black Watch. 7th Jan., 1916. Age 21. Son of
Alexander and Mary Bowman, of 5, Marshall St.,
Cowdenbeath, Fife. XXX. H. 2.

— — Private Robert Bowman was awarded the
FoWAAN i Ao Lo Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15
Pty o Star; his family would have received the
it 24p, oy — Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
5 e from King George V.
e Alexander Bowman 21, occupation coal

| miner, married Mary Mill 18, in
Cowdenbeath, Robert Bowman was born 6" October 1894, the fourth of seven sons.
In 1901, Robert Bowman 6, Father, Alexander Bowman 34, Occupation Coal Miner,
Mary Bowman 30, William Bowman 12, Scholar, Alexander Bowman 8, Scholar,
James Bowman 5, Scholar, Christopher Bowman 2, Laurence Bowman 6months,

By 1911, Robert Bowman 16, Occupation Coal Miner, Father Alexander Bowman 44,
Coal Miner, Mary Bowman 42, William Bowman 22, Miner, Wilhelmina Bowman
18, Robert Bowman 16, Coal Miner, James 15, Miner, Christopher 12, Scholar,
Laurence 10, Scholar, John 8, Scholar, Mary 6, Scholar, Jane 3, Thomas 1. Address
183 Thistle Street, Cowdenbeath.

. —_— - - —s |
2 L] o > > {
S 3 : L2 }
MELEI RS & B A | 2l g B 3| e Lol L, 4 ]
| £ ) P P oS A vy 1| Dwa S -

L8 N % 3
d A R T —r———— s - -

f

s
(ot o
b s |

Amstgtdes by

)
3 P2

|
o Loy

FRERR [l f

7, L | Py
zl s

1
1 s 5
it 12
12 iyt %
- 1
I Yy
2 1« % s Daanh
3| ‘ i , . | 2 i
it N ! = |
W = i g : Iz g ul e | o

| [

Dunfermline Press 12" February 1916.

Mrs Bowman Wardlaw Street, Cowdenbeath, received official notice on Saturday that
her son Private Robert Bowman, 2™ Black watch, had been killed in action on the
Tigris on January 7. He joined the Army a year ago at the age of twenty. Mrs
Bowman’s husband Private Alexander Bowman, is with the 2/7™ Black Watch, and
she has three sons still in the Army, namely, Private William Bowman , Argyle and



Sutherland nghlanders Private Alexander Bowman, 2/7" Black Watch, and Private
James Bowman 2/7" Black Watch.
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Bowman

Private William Bowman, $/11207, 2" Battalion Argyle and Sutherland
Highlanders, Died of Wounds 19" October 1918.aged 29, Grave Reference 1804.
Beath Old Cemetery, Cowdenbeath.

BOWMAN, Pte. William, S/11207. 2nd Bn.
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 19th Oct.,
1918. Age 29. Son of Alexander and Mary Mill
Bowman, of 5, Wardlaw St., Cowdenbeath ;

husband of Jane Sneddon Bowman. 1814. CW.G.C

Private William Bowman, would have been awarded the British, Victory, Medals, and
should have been awarded the 15 Star. His family would have received the Plaque
“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

In 1891, William Bowman 2, was with his family at 109 Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath,
Father, Alexander Bowman 24, Coal Miner, Mary Bowman 20, John Bowman
4months,

By 1901, William Bowman 12 Scholar, son of Alexander Bowman 34, Coal Miner,
Mary Bowman 30, Alexander 8, Scholar, Robert 6, Scholar, James 5, Christopher 2,
Laurence 6months. Address 98 Main Street, Carougater. Dalgety.

By 1911, William Bowman 22 was working as a coal miner, Father, Alexander
Bowman 44, Coal Miner, Mary Bowman 42, Wilhelmina 18, Pit Head Worker,
Robert 16, Coal Miner, James 15, Coal Miner, Christopher 12, Scholar, Address 45
Thistle Street, Cowdenbeath.
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William Bowman married Jane Sneddon 1918 in the St Giles ward of Edinburgh

| pATRIOTIC cowummm’ra
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Sustains Its First Break.
1 A patriotic family of Cowdenbeath hus wus |
Mu-&nhﬁkhﬂ—hmhm
\ef Private Robert Bowman, of Black
|| Watch, won of Alexander Bowman, Wardlaw
Street. i

| Bowman wes wounded some time sgo, bui |
| recovered saficiestly to returu to the front,
pow 1o w the hero's price of “
Of the family, four sons have donned thel

| klaki, -!uln the !nh.v s Private andes |
Bowman, of the Black Watch. Hh rogiment ]
for of thell
ul

" s (-mmo with the family,
others two have rog:
| dmimee
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m-dnm that a friend of '
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Black Watch. His regimen

Dundee Courier October 1918.Patriotic
Cowdenbeath Family

Sustains its First Break

A Patriotic family of Cowdenbeath has sustained its first
break by the death in action of Private Robert Bowman
of the Black Watch, son of Alexander Bowman of
Wardlaw Street,

Bowman was wounded some time ago but recovered
sufficiently to return to the front, now to pay the hero’s
price of patriotism. Of the family four sons have donned

' the Khaki, while the Father is Alexander Bowman of the

t is a favourite with the family, for of the others 2 have

chosen this Regiment, Privates James Bowman and Alexander Bowman. The only
exception is Private William Bowman, who is in the Argyle and Sutherland

Highlanders.

Soldiers Will
This is to certify if | fall on

the field of battle all | possess goes to my wife and child.

U.K Registers of Soldiers Effects
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Brand

Guardsman James Brand, 9474, Royal Scots, born Glasgow, enlisted Cowdenbeath,

killed in action 31%, July, 1
Memorial, Belgium.

BRAND, Prte.

Guards. 31st July, 1917.

917, Grave Reference, Panel 11. Ypres (Menin Gate)

James, 9474. 2nd Bn. Scots

C.W.G.C.



) o Guardsman James Brand was awarded the

‘ [ Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star;
ot his family would have received the Plaque
“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King

George V.

On Guardsman James Brand’s Medal Card it
has two entries one scored out and an entry
OUALIFYING DATE saying “D.C.M Forfeited desertion”scored out.

THEATRE OF WAR,

Dunfermline Press, 18" August 17

Mrs Brand, Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath, has been notified of the death in action of
her husband Private James Brand, Scots Guards, he was a Miner to Trade. Three of
his Brothers are in the Army; Mrs Brand is left with two of a family.

we Ju Brund, Sob Guedn Fulel  Dunfermline Journal 18™ August 1917.
hae boen illed i action. Prior o @ i 040 500 Brand, Scots Guards, Foulford Road,
m'hu e diibe MM wl has been killed in action. Prior to enlisting, he was
employed as a miner. He leaves a widow and two
children. Three brothers still serve.

WEEEEEEER B Dundee Courier 18™ August 1917

{omjenbeatd lhe ww employnd W4 mises!
wior 10 e;Iix',}n;, asd B stirviod by o widow!

\ » |
ll'-‘ ".“ ”'ml’c:'... ddle B s

Private James Brand, Scots Guards, Foulford Road,
Cowdenbeath. He was employed as a miner prior to enlisting and is survived by a
widow and two children.

U.K. Regi‘stg_r ?jmslolndi(?rs Eff?cts.
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In the event of my death I leave the whole of my property and
effects to my Mother Mrs M Brand, 17 Gordon Street, Perth Road,
Cowdenbeath, Private 9474. James Brand.




Private John Brand, 40148 / 26742, 19" Battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment)
K.O.S.B. Born Aberdeen, enlisted Cowdenbeath, residence Cowdenbeath, Killed in
Action 28" July 1917. Grave Reference, 111. N. 5. Bellicourt British Cemetery,
Aisne, France.

BRAND, Pte. J., 40148. 16th Bn. Royal Scots.;
Killed in action 27th Aug., 1917. III. N. 5. CWG.C

Private John Brand was awarded the Victory, British, Medals;
His family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny”
Ly and scroll from King George V
In 1911, James Brand 20, born Aberdeen, occupation Drapers Assistant, son of Peter
Brand 53, occupation Draper, Janet Brand 49, Marion Brand 23, Drapers Assistant,
James Brand 20, Drapers Assistant, David Brand 18, Drapers Assistant, Janet Brand
9, School, Jane Brand 7, Address 22 Foulford Street, Cowdenbeath.
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Dundee Courier 14th September 1917

:p,,"‘,";.:;x .!hm 'ﬁ;;,"]j'w‘ ot of M l'ﬁ'l‘ Pte John Brand, Royal Scots, son of Mrs Peter
B A, T Blow (W Brand, Draper, High Street, Cowdenbeath.

13 b b kb
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Dunfermline Press 6™ October 1917

Mr Peter Brand, Draper, High Street, has been officially notified that his son Private
John Brand, Royal Scots, has been killed in action. Private Brand enlisted two years
ago, and had been in the firing line three months after being home recovering from
wounds. He was engaged in his Fathers business before joining the Army.

Soldiers Will

John Brand, 40148, 16" Battalion Royal Scots, 24™ September 1916.In the event of
my death | give the whole of my property and effects to my Mother Janet Brand, Park
Cottage, Foulford Street, Cowdenbeath.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects
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19" Battalion Royal Scots

Formed at Blairgowrie during April 1917, this regiment consisted of men below the
general service standard or whose were unfit or previously wounded on front line
service. The units’ first commander was Lieutenant Colonel J.O. Kemp. During May
1917 the unit moved to Abancourt, in France, with the men helping to construct a
large artillery dump. Thereafter the men were placed in detachments working
wherever they were required.

Bremner

Private Alexander Bremner, 2426, 7" (Fife) Battalion (Territorial) Black Watch
(Royal Highlanders) born Arbroath, enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died, Home, 15" May
1916, Grave Reference, 25.152. Norwich Cemetery, Norfolk.

BREMNER, Pie. A, 2420 ) ! Black
Watch sth )

15th May, 1016, 25 C.W.G.C.

Private Alexander Bremner, would have been awarded the Victory and British
Medals, His family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
from King George V

Alexander Finlay Bremer was born 22 May 1872, Arbroath, Angus, son of Francis
Bremner and Margaret Coull.

In 1881, Alexander Bremner 9, Scholar, son of Margaret Bremner 45, Helen Bremner
22, Flax Millworker (Preparer) William Bremner 18, Fisherman, Francis Bremner 14,
Margaret Bremner 12, Address 29, Seagate, Arbroath.

By 1891, Alexander Bremner 18, occupation Millworker, Mother Margaret Bremner
57, occupation Fisherwoman, Address 30 High Street Arbroath, Angus.

Alexander Bremner married Mary Smith, 31° August 1900, Episcopal School,
Brechin. Daughter of James Smith and Mary Ann Thompson, and died before 1908.

In 1901, Alexander Bremner 28, occupation Coal Miner, Wife, Mary Bremner 30, 2
Boarders, Address 38 Glencraig Cottages, Auchterderran,,Fife.

Alexander Bremner married Margaret Mclntosh, 1* June 1908 11 Claremont Terrace,
Edinburgh.

The 1911 census shows, Alexander Bremner 37, occupation Miner, wife Meg Mc 35,
James Bremner 8, Scholar, William Bremner 6, Scholar, Mary Ann Bremner 4,
Maggie Bremner 3, Jennie Bremner 2, Francis Bremner 5months. Address 200
Foulford Place.
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Dunfermline Press 27" May 1916

Private A Bremner, Black Watch, whose home residence was Foulford Place,

Cowdenbeath, has died in an English Hospital. Some time ago he contracted a severe
throat trouble and though an operation was performed his condition was not improved
and he succumbed. Private Bremner enlisted in the early months of the war. He was

43 years of age and leaves a family of six.

Frivse A. Besmoer, of the 21th Bk Wi, | Dunfermline Journal 27" May 1916.

hea died in Norwioh Militery Hompital ;
:'m.d an abosm i the m“::m . -2: Private A Bremner of the 27th Black Watch has
m Y .,,,,,,,‘:L" d’“"q:m ""‘M died in hospital as a result of an .... in the throat.
:m&r ovalracked 4 old whish developed | Bremner leaves a widow and six children at 19
- Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, enlisted eighteen

months ago, and lately contracted a cold which developed into the fatal abscess.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects N |
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Alexander Bett.

Brown

Private George Brown, S/4115, 1% Battalion Black Watch, (Royal Highlanders) born
Cowdenbeath, enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 21* January 1915, Grave
Reference, Panels 24 to 26.Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calaise,France.

BROWN, Pte. George, 3/4115. 1st Bn. Black
Watch. 25th Jan.,, 1915. Age 36. Son of
Archibald and Elizabeth Brown; husband of
Elizabeth Brown, of 37, Thistle St., Cowdenbeath,

Fife.
o i Private George Brown was awarded the British,
LT He Y| Victory, Medals, and also the 15 Star. His famlly
_Bfowmw —==—i= ~~"  would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
(qut | ——  Penny” and scroll from King George
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George Brown was born 1879 in Cowdenbeath eldest son of Archibald Brown and
Elizabeth Dryburgh.

In 1881 George Brown aged 2, was living with his family at 38 High Street,
Cowdenbeath, Father, Alexander Brown 37, occupation General Dealer (Hawker)
Eliza Brown 34, Mary Brown 11, at home, Cristina Brown 9, Scholar, Isabella Brown
5, Scholar, Mary Dryburgh 14, Niece.

By 1891, 12 year old George Brown was living with his family at 113 High Street,
Cowdenbeath, Father, Archibald Brown 46, occupation Grocer, Eliza Brown 44,
Christina Brown 17, Linen Weaver, Isabella Brown 15, Linen Weaver, Catherine
Brown 9, Scholar, Janet Brown 4, Archibald Brown 2,

The 1901 census shows, George Brown 22, occupation Coal Miner, Archibald Brown
57, Grocer, Lizzie Brown 54, Catherine Brown 20, Domestic Servant, Thomas Brown
17, Bricklayer, Janet Brown 15, Domestic Servant, Archie 12, Scholar, Address 64
High Street, Cowdenbeath.

George Brown married Elizabeth Scott 1909, in Beath, Fife.

In 1911, George Brown 32, Coal Miner, Wife Elizabeth Brown 27, Mary Brown
1.Address 247 Park Street, Cowdenbeath.
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Dundee Courier 11" February 1915

. The sad information has been received at
COWDEKI\;IBJEg‘gH MAN Cowadenbeath of the death at La Bassee of Private
The S infermation b been senved s George Brown, who died fighting for his country.
Cowdentonth of e denh s L e o Brown who was an ex-militia man, volunteered at

| Private Goorze Brown, who died fighting for

L i Thewn whe was am esstts. the commencement of the war, and was soon in
S e e e S8 the fighting line. He leaves a Widow and two of

|the war. and was soon in the fighting line

HL liis & wiin e sE s i i family who reside at Thistle Street.

reside at Thistle Street.
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Brown

Private James Brown, S/5912, 1* Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Died
of Wounds, 18" August 1916, Born Dalkeith and enlisted Cowdenbeath. Grave
Reference, 11.F. 16. Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt —L’ Abbe, Somme, France.

BROWN, Pte. J., S/5912. 1st Bn. Black Watch.
18th Aug., 1916. II. F. 16. C.W.G.C.

Eis __* f/_i’/:@_ Private James Brown, was awarded the Victory
jﬂ'”j : —— Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star; his family
e — would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s

; Penny” and scroll from King George V
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William Brown married Bessie Wilson in 1892, in
Dalkeith, Midlothian. James Brown was the 1
born son (Possible records as only best evidence used for
parents and 1901 census)

In 1901, James Brown aged 8, was living with his family at 4 Angle Park Terrace,
Edinburgh, Father, William Brown 33, occupation Ironmongers assistant, Mother,
Bessie Brown 32, Wilson Brown 7, Scholar, Alan Brown 2.

In 1911 James Brown 20° was training with the 2" battalion Black Watch (Royal

Highlanders) in the training camp/vessel India. In England.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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1% Battalion Black Watch

1° Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1* (Guards) Brigade,
1% Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14", being amongst the first troops of the British
Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the
Winter Operations of 1914-15. In 1915 they were in action during The Battle of
Aubers and the Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action in the Battle of the
Somme.



Brown

Private Thomas Brown, S/7529, 1% Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)
Killed in Action, 2™ Oct 1918, Born Bellshill Glasgow, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Grave
Reference, V1. K.8. Bellicourt Military Cemetery.

BROWN, Pte. T., S/7529. 1st Bn. Black Watch!
2nd Oct., 1918. VI. K. 8. CW.G.C.

(i 178 /252 Private Thomas Brown, was awarded the

BZoWN o Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15
Aonae Star; his family would have received the
- BN R T Plaque _“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
Il = ra from King George V
{ L;;z';gif . .
g “* | U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
2 .10.\% - o %2
@l;l ‘ 19 \3 ( 5

Black Watch 1% Battalion

1% Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1% (Guards) Brigade,
1° Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14th, being amongst the first troops of the British
Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the
Winter Operations of 1914-15. In 1915 they were in action during The Battle of
Aubers and the Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the
Somme. In 1917 they saw action in The German retreat to the Hindenburg Line and
the Third Battle of Ypres. In 1918 the Battles of the Lys, the Second Battles of Arras,
the Battles of the Hindenburg Line, The Battle of the Selle and The Battle of the
Sambre.

Bruce

Sergeant James Bruce, 18480, 16" Battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) killed
in action, 22" October 1917, Born Rattray,Perthshire, Enlisted Cowdenbeath. Grave
Reference, 1.E.55. Dunhallow A.D.S. Cemetery. West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.



BRUCE, Serjt. J. McL., 18480. 12th Bn.
Royal Scots. 22nd Oct, 1917. I. E. 55.

2 Gola T — it Sergeant James McL Bruce was awarded
Gz 17 2 the Victory Medal, British Medal and the

BARULE S, B . . .
-\ 15 Star; his family would have received the
i i e Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
* Bfior 13 5 s i .
A{o d{q o5 o from King George V
4 D46 b

James McLauchlan Bruce was born 4"

- March 1881, Rattray, Perth, Scotland. Son
| T _ of James McLauchlan Bruce and Jane
Strachan Smith Bruce.

In 1881, James Bruce aged 1month, son of James Bruce, 25, occupation Police
Constable, Jane Bruce 27, Address, Rattray, Perthshire.

By 1891, James McLauchlan Bruce 10, son of James McL Bruce 35, occupation
Police Constable, Jane Bruce 36, Wife, Jessie Smith Bruce 8, Scholar, Mary Bruce 6,
Scholar. Address Police Station, Port of Menteith, Perthshire.

The 1901 census shows, James Bruce 20, occupation Fireman Foundry, son of James
Bruce 45, occupation Railway Carter, Jane Bruce 48, Jessie Bruce 18, occupation Ink
Winder, Mary Bruce 16, occupation Jute Weaver. Address 8 Baffin Street, Dundee.

30 year old James Bruce, occupation Fireman Foundry, Jessie Bruce wife 32, married
8 years with 3 children and 3 children still living, James Bruce 7 School, Maggie 5
School, Jeanie 4. Address 167, Fleucher Street, Logie, Dundee.
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Draft Detalils

James McLauchlan Bruce age 33years 10 months, 5Foot 9 inches tall, Next of kin
Mrs J Bruce, Mosside, Cowdenbeath Wife, married 27™ February 1905 at 12 Malcolm
Street, Dundee. Present address Mosside,Cowdenbeath,Fifeshire, Children, James
born 25™ June 1903, Dundee, Margaret 31% August 1905, Dundee, Annie 26™ March
1907, Dundee, Agnes 22" November 1914, Auchtertool, Fife,

Attested 14™ January 1915, Posted 15" January 1915, Expeditionary Force to France,
Appointed Sergeant, 1 May 1917, Killed in Action 22" October 1917. Private
property of Soldier, Dice, Religious Book, Watch in a case.



Pension awarded to Mrs Bruce and four children, 36/3 pence a week, effective from
20™ May 1918, 9 Lansdale Crescent, Cowdenbeath.

Dundee Courier 26" November 1917,

DUNDEE SERGEANT BILLED Mrand Mrs James Bruce 9 Graham Place,
S - S sew.. Dundee, have just received intimation of the
S0 o0 death of their son Sergeant James Bruce,
Royal Scots.
.. Afriend writing home says that the deceased
.| and five others including a Brother of the
writer were sitting round the fire and having a
- talk after supper when a bomb was dropped
.| from an enemy aeroplane killing them all.
-~ Sergeant Bruce was 36 years of age and prior
"[:: to enlistment was a miner in Cowdenbeath.
He enlisted shortly after the outbreak of war.

He leaves a widow and four children.

Soldiers Will
In the event of my death | give the whole of my property and effects to my wife,
Jessie Bruce, 9 Lansdale Terrace, Cowdenbeath, Signed James Bruce, 11/9/15.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects - | ‘
4 ﬁw /,? /3/} 42,10 /fw«»l&; 5 gl =\ | 9 3’{“/"1"%&{“? ;
ﬁ/& 7 Qpts Maciee| /18 [9 | 3 /73 = mo.3.1% //Z,«,u | 4 ‘7‘
-ZMGUM. ﬁAgka- aclin { i ' h | |
0450, | = ] ’mfw&
Wil 4= ke

l‘l SRUCTN R i \ '

| i | |
|

‘\

iy

Buchanan

Sapper George Buchanan, 79364, Royal Engineers, 16357, Cameron Highlanders,
Died 20" December 1918, aged 29, Grave reference, 1526, Beath Old Cemetery,
Cowdenbeath.(Alteration in burial record shows, “these burials are actually in Beath
Parish Church Cemetery)

BUCHANAN, Spr. G., 79364. Royal Engineers.
2oth Dec., 1918. Age 29. Son of Thomas
Buchanan, of Crossgates, Fife; husband of
Margaret Campbell Buchanan, of 229, Broad St.,
Cowdenbeath. 1526.



RE 7OBGk  [BUCHANAN SR & Roszg i 1526 i /’N ‘}Zn_—fmvw ]

‘ Atk guaite are o rioiataitea
Y| o Bt i e B FRANORE
“ e Cownennenti foursy C/(IC”)’”‘Z /ajM14V‘M ceifrel
LEnTH| amat s s'ls—vwﬂf«:- s 1/;;«1/ A el

‘ Ho MogioCor, | | area ZL@«N%

Sapper George Buchanan was awarded the Victory and
British Medals, his family would have received the
Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
\%

Thomas Buchanan married Margaret Gibson on the 28"
June 1875 in Cowdenbeath; George Buchanan was born
in 1890.

In 1891, George Buchanan aged 1 born Crossgates, Fife, Scotland, son of Thomas
Buchanan 46, occupation Colliery Labourer, Margaret Buchanan 34, Henry Buchanan
14, Coal Miner, James Buchanan 13, Scholar, Thomas Buchanan 10, Scholar, Robert
Buchanan 7, Scholar, David Buchanan 3, Address 139 Manse Row, Dunfermline.

By 1901, George Buchanan 11, Scholar, Cousin —in-law of Robert Stewart 21
occupation Coal Miner, Janet Stewart 20, James Stewart, 7 months, 240 Main Street,
Dunfermline.

George Buchanan married Margaret Taylor Campbell 3 September 1909, in Dalgety,
Fife.

In the 1911 census, George Buchanan 21, occupation Miner, Wife, Margaret
Buchanan 21, Margaret Buchanan 4, Months. Address 80, Standing Lane, Aberdour.

Marriage/Family

George Buchanan 25 married Margaret Taylor Campbell 3™ September 1909, Moss
Green Manse, Dalgety. Residence Place Askens Row, Crossgates, By Dunfermline.
Children, Margaret Taylor Buchanan 4, born 25™ November 1910,

Donburke, ”Deceased” 8" February 1918, Martha Buchanan born 16™ November
1917, Donburke, George Gibson Buchanan, born 28"™ April 1919, Donburke.

Pension Record

Private George Buchanan, Posted 18" December 1914, Posted 23" December 1914,
Posted 25™ May 1915, Transferred to Royal Engineers 81% Infantry Brigade 25™
September 1915, 26™ September 1915, Tunnelers Mate, Rank Sapper. Reinstate as
Tunneler 16" December 1915.

Service, 25™ Dec 1914 to 24™ May 1915, 158 Days, B.E.F. 25" May 1915 to 28" Aug
1916. 1year 35 Days, 29™ June 1916 to 16™ April 1917, 292 Days, Total Service 2
years 120 Days.



16™ April 1917, “Discharged no longer physically Fit for War Service, Para 392,
XV1, Queens Regulations”

Trade Miner, Place of Birth, Dunfermline, Next of Kin Wife Mrs M Buchanan, 229
West Broad Street, Cowdenbeath,

Disability which led to Discharge, Asthenopia, George Buchanan was 5ft 6 % Inches,
126 pounds, chest 36 ¥z inches, Physical Development Good. Admitted to Aberdeen
General Hospital for 13 days July 1916, Left Eye.

Medical Report on Invalid, Age 27 years, Enlisted 18" Dec 1914, Cowdenbeath,
Sapper Royal Engineers, Disability Asthenopia, “He states he went to France 20-5-15,
he was sent home June 1916 to Aberdeen where he was in hospital. He returned to
his depot 25-7-16 and has done light duty ever since,

Discharge 16-7-16 Chatham, age 27 years 3 months, Height 5ft 6inches, Complexion
Fresh, Eyes Grey, Hair, Fair, Trade Coal Miner, Address 229 West Broad Street,
Cowdenbeath,Fife, Scotland, Descriptive Remarks, “Blind in one eye” R eye
Good.Militaty Character Good, Conduct Very Satis, Very Good Miner.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Thomas Burrell (Record found later, bottom of document)

Top of the Document

C
Caithness

Sergeant William Caithness, T3/026608, 134th Field Ambulance Royal Army
Medical Corps, 39th Division, born Slamannan, Stirlingshire, enlisted Cowdenbeath,
Died of Wounds 3" Canadian C.S.5.24™ July 1917 aged 37. Grave Reference X.V.1.
E.17A, Lijssenthoek, Military Cemetery.

Sergeant William Caithness was awarded the Victory
and British Medals, his family would have received
the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
George V

James Caithness married Annie Ogilvie 13" June
1873, in Cumbernauld, Dunbartonshire; William was
the fifth of eight children.



William Caithness was born 29" June 1880 at Slamannan, Stirlingshire, in 1881 he
was 9months old, son of James Caithness 32, occupation Joiner, Ann Caithness 29,
Joiners Wife, Jane Caithness 15, Scholar, Andrew Caithness 9, Scholar, Ann
Caithness 7, Scholar, James Caithness 3, Address Slamannan.

In 1891, William Caithness 10, Scholar, son of James Caithness 41, Joiner, Ann
Caithness 39, Jean Caithness 21, Dressmaker, Andrew Caithness 19, Coal Miner, Ann
Caithness 17, Cotton-Weaver, James Caithness 13, Coal Miner, Elizabeth 8, Scholar,
Alexander 5, Scholar, John 2, Address 155, Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath.

Marriage 30" October 1907

William Caithness 27 married Elizabeth Mitchell 33, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Groom
26, Spirit salesman, St Andrew's Parish Church by James Thomson. Address is 71
Saltmarket Glasgow. Witnesses George and Mary Cumming. District of Calton.
Fathers are listed as living, mothers deceased.

1911

William Caithness 30, Miner, Wife Elizabeth Caithness 36, Ann Caithness 3, Lizzie
Caithness 1, Walter Russell Step-Son, Jemima 7, Step-Daughter, Address 77, Bridge
Street, Cowdenbeath.

SEES——— -
. mivatE i srnorasnt | Dundee Courier 18™ March 1915.

A{A-!QR, lNdl‘!NB Wffxs- . The Distinction of rising from the rank of
ws-m":w""‘m""-." of i_-:?m"""‘b"’m"”:« E"‘um Private to that of Sergeant Major in nine

= s cmagnbum : :

" Cai . L e Siees oo Weeks has been gained by Sergeant-Major W
SO SR B caithness, A.S.C. Cowdenbeath. Caithness
roturned in the bocx:’n‘:n of J . and, h X listed b
N T A g et e who was a miner, enlisted on November 21,

AL but was sent back home for lack of

accommodation. He returned in the beginning of January, and receiving promotion
after promotion became Sergeant Major nine weeks ago.

- 1
RAPID PROMOTION FOR |
FIFE MAN. f

Dundee Evening Telegraph 18" March 1915.

The distinction of rising from the rank of Private to that
of Sergeant-Major in nine weeks has been gained by
Sergeant-Major W Caithness A.S.C. Cowdenbeath.
Caithness who was a miner enlisted on November 21°
but was sent home for six weeks owing to lack of
accommodation. He returned in the beginning of
January, and receiving promotion after promotion
became a Sergeant-Major in nine weeks.




Draft Record

Appointed Act/Corp 2-2-15, Appointed Sergeant 16-2-15, Appointed Acting C.S.M.
7-4-15, Reverts to Act Sergeant (Own Request) 2-11-15.
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STATEMENT OF THE SE

Post Mortem Result,

From the finding | formed the opinion that death was due to acute dilation of the
heart. The old disease on the Mitral VValve being possibly a contributory to the
dilation.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Cameron

Corporal Lewis Patrick Cameron, 3118, 6™ Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, Born
Saline, Enlisted Elgin, Killed in Action 15" November 1916,aged 19, Grave
Reference, 1.M.11. Mailly Wood Cemetery, Maill-Maillet. France.

CAMERON, Cpl. L., 3118. 6th Bn. Seaforth,
Highlanders. 15th Nov., 1916. Son of Robert M.

Cameron, of 15, Gordon St., Cowdenbeath, Fife.
LisM L3r

AR AN /Y e oo o . T . C.W.G.C.

Corporal Lewis Patrick Cameron was awarded
the Victory and British Medals, his family would



have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

In 1901, Lewis Patrick Cameron 4, Father Robert McKetton Cameron 33, Police
Constable, Catherine Cameron 33, Catherine Jane Cameron 6, Scholar, Address 21

Kilbagie Street, Kincardine, Fife.

1911, Lewis Patrick Cameron 14, Clerk, Son of Robert Cameron 43, Police Sergeant,
Catherine Cameron 16, Janet Cameron 7.Address 162 Park Road, Cowdenbeath.

Dundee Courier 25" November 1916
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YOUNG COWDENBEATH |

:

CORPORAL FALLS. {!

| Police Sergeant Robert Cameron, Moray ‘:
fiold, Cowdenbesth, yesterday received inti-|
mation \het his only son, Carporal Lewis l'»ir
‘i'amumn. Besforth Highlanders, has fallen|
in action. Corporal Cameron, who was only s
|10 yoars of age, onlisted in May, 1615, and |
went to France last Juna. He served his up- |
,lrvn(i-vsiuu as & clerk with the Fife CoallS
Company, but was in the employment of the 4
Lochgelly Iron and Coal Company at Loch-{n
gally when he joined the army, !
= — il

when he joined the Army.

Young Cowdenbeath Corporal Falls

Police Sergeant Robert Cameron yesterday received
intimation that his only son Corporal Lewis P
Cameron, Seaforth Highlanders, has fallen in action.
Corporal Cameron who was only 19 years of age,
enlisted in May 1915 and went to France last June.
He served his apprenticeship as a clerk with the Fife
Coal Company, but was in the employment of the
Lochgelly Iron and Coal Company, at Lochgelly

Dunfermline Press 2" December 1916.

Corporal Lewis P Cameron, Seaforth Highlanders only son of Police Sergeant
Cameron, Cowdenbeath, whose death was reported in last week’s issue, was shot
through the head while gallantly leading his section on November 13™.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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DEATH OF CORPORAL UCAMERON

Folice Sergt. Robert Cameron, Morsyfield, Cow ea
beath, bas been oicially notified of the death ia sction
on the 13th inet, of his caly son Corporal Lewis P.
Cameron, Seaforth Highlanders, Cameron who waa 19
years of age enlisted in May 1915. In civil life be
was o clerk in the employment of the Lochgelly Iron
and Coal Company st Lochgelly sed was very popola”
wiih all who knew bim. The following is = copy of &
lotter fromran officer of the regizient recaived Ly Opl,
Camercns father.

Deer Mr Camercn,—Tt is with the derpest regret
that I write to inform you that your sos No. 3118 Cpl,
Samsaon [, was killsed o sction ia the British
Advacce oo the 13th st [ bave known your son for
abcut 15 moaths now, I was with bim ia Bigis, Ripon,
snd simoe bo camme- He bas always proved himsslf an
excellsat N.CO- sod wes very popular in bis Coy-
He b d & plendid to bis men nitll be
met bis deats. It Is your consclation thot be died the
Soest death a maan can die, bat T kaoow foll weil how
much you will miss him., iHis Joss will be greatly
salt ia A. Coy. Plesss socept from sil oficers, N.C.Os
fod mea Jof A. Coy. cur warmest sympathy.—B.liove
ma yours faithfally. Alex Macdopald 204 Licus,
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Dunfermline Journal 2" December 1916.

Police Sergt, Robert Cameron, Morayfield,
Cowdenbeath, has officially been notified of the
death in action on the thirteenth last, of his only son
Corporal Lewis P Cameron, Seaforth Highlanders,
Cameron who was 19 years of age enlisted in May
1915. In civil life he was a clerk in the employment



of the Lochgelly Iron and Coal Company at Lochgelly, and was very popular with all
who knew him. The following is a copy of a letter from an officer of the regiment
received by Cpl Camerons Father.

Dear Mr Cameron- it is with the deepest regret that | write to inform you that your son
No 3118, Cpl Cameron, was killed in action in the British advance on the 13" last. |
have known your son for about 15 months now, | was with him at Elgin, Ripon, and
since he came. It is your consolation that he died the finest death a man can die, but |
know full well how much you will miss him. His loss with be greatly felt in A Coy.
Please accept from all officers, N.C.O.’s and men of A Coy, our warmest sympathy,
yours faithfully, Alex Macdonald 2" Lieutenant.

Campbell

Private George Howie Campbell, 16885, 11" Battalion Royal Scots, (Lothian
Regiment) Born Kinghorn, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 22" October
1916, Grave Reference, Pier and Face 6D and 7D, Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval,
France.

CAMPBELL, Pte. George H., 16885. 11th Bn.
Royal Scots. 22nd Oct., 1916. Age 27. Son of
Thomas and Barbara Campbell, of 54, Arthur
Place, Cowdenbeath, Fifeshire. CW.GC.

Private George Howie Campbell, was awarded
the Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15
Star; his family would have received the Plaque
“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
George V

George Howie Campbell was born 25" January 1890, Links Street, Kirkcaldy. Son of
Thomas Campbell and Barbara Adamson Glen. Thomas and Barbara were married
7" June 1872, Kirkcaldy, Sisters Magdalen 11" June 1873, Johanna 28" August 1877,
Brothers, Peter 5™ February 1880, Andrew 19" June 1882, Thomas 26™ November
1884, William 8" July 1887. Barbara died 15™ October 1925, 54 Arthur Place,
Cowdenbeath, Fife, aged 72.

In 1891, George Campbell 1, born Kirkcaldy, Son of Thomas Campbell 43,
Floorcloth Worker, Barbara Campbell 37, Magdalen Campbell 17, Mill Worker
(Linen)Johan Campbell 13, Mill Worker (Linen) Peter Campbell 11, Scholar, Andrew
8, Scholar, Thomas 6, Scholar, William 4. Address 93 Links Street, Kirkcaldy, Fife.

By 1901, George Campbell 11, Scholar, son of Thomas Campbell 52, Yarn Bleacher,
Barbara Campbell 48, Andrew Campbell 18, Coal-Miners Drawer, Thomas Campbell



16, Coal-Miners Drawer, William Campbell 13, Scholar. Address 34 Bridgeton,
Kinghorn, Fife.

1911
George Campbell 21, Miner, Down as Brother of Magdalene Marshall, Family was,
Andrew Marshall, Thomas, Andrew, Peter, Janet, at 236 Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath.

-.;a.."" 0»;; Howie' “Gamphall,  Romal | [ife Free Press 11" November 1916.

nearty o at the Heo Private George Howie Campbell, Royal
" mé"ﬁn?’&': ¥ ':'-h beocher, | Scots, son of Mr Campbell, 54 Arthur Place,
sad mews. Other brothers swe Drver T. | Cowdenbeath, is officially reported to have
Campbell, R.F.A., at ¢ in and

Private m?dunf.r':m pbell, Black Wateh, newly | - been killed in action on October 22" He
rheumatics. Py enlisted at the outbreak of war, and had been
nearly two years at the front. He was unmarried, and was the support of his widowed
mother. Private Andrew Campbell a brother, belonging to the same regiment sent
home the sad news. Other brothers are Driver T Campbell, R.F.A. at present in
hospital, and Private William Campbell, Black Watch, newly discharged from the
army suffering from rheumatics.

Soldiers Will, “ScotlandsPeople”

Private George Campbell, 11" Battalion Royal Scots. In the event of my death I give
the whole of my property and effects to my Mother Mrs Barbara Glen Campbell, 5
Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath, signed 8" May 1915.

U.K.Registers of Soldiers Effects
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11" Battalion Royal Scots

The 11"/12™ Battalions Royal Scots in 1916 were involved in the Battle of the
Somme, The Battle of Le Transloy 1% to 18" October 1916, it is very possmle that
George Campbell took part and fell in the Battle of Acre Height which the 11™
Battalion Royal Scots took part in between 1% October -11™ November 1916.

Campbell



Lance Bombardier William Campbell, 163626, 323" Siege Battery, Royal Garrison
Artillery, born Cowdenbeath, enlisted Dunfermline, Killed in Action 19" September
1918, Grave Reference, 1.D.46.Vis-En-Artois British Cemetery Haucourt.Pai de
Calais. France.

CAMPBELL, Lce. Bmdr. W., 163626. 323rd
Siege Bty. Royal Garrison Artillery. 19th Sept.,
1918. I. D. 46. CW.GC

[e4 e JBL Lance Bombardier William Campbell, was awarded
the Victory and British Medals, his family would have
received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
from King George V

In 1891, William Campbell 7, born Dunfermline, son of Alexander Campbell 30,
Hotel Keeper, Maggie Campbell 30, John Campbell 5, Isabella 1, Isabella McKim 67,
Mother in Law, Fannie Garrie 22,Servant, Hellen McRae 16, General Servant
Domestic. Address 194 High Street, Cowdenbeath.

By 1901, William Campbell 17, Barman, son of Alexander Campbell 40, Hotel
Keeper, Mother, Maggie 40, John Campbell 15, Scholar, Isabella Mc Campbell 11,
Scholar, Alexander Campbell 7, Isabella McDonald 76, Mother, Jessie Robertson 16,
Servant, Maggie Davidson 18, Domestic Servant, Address 189 High Street,
Cowdenbeath.

William Campbell’s father Alexander, married Margaret McKim, 13™ July 1882 in
Dunfermline, Address Baldridgeburn, Alexander was a Journeyman Joiner; Margaret
was a Damask Weaver living at Baldridgeburn, Dunfermline.

William was born 1884, he married Isabell More Baxter 8" January 1908, in
Cowdenbeath, Address Commercial Hotel, High Street, Cowdenbeath, William was
living at Commercial Hotel, High Street, Cowdenbeath, Fife, and Isabella was a
housekeeper living at Randolph House, Buckhaven, Fife

1911
William Campbell 27, Wine Spirit Purchaser, Bella 29, Alex 2, Address 121, Hillside,
Cowdenbeath.

v oYW wea,

Offcal imimation has been eesived that Gan | DuNfermline Journal 16™ November

ner Willam Compbel of the RGA. son of ¥r | 1919

A Campbell, Commereial Hotel, Cowdenbeath, :
- waa killd i action. Campbell. who a:few years

i s O I ,ﬁﬂ;‘]ﬂ“'ﬁ Johgdlh | Official information has been received that Gunner

known figure n all wihletic and aporfing cirdes, | William Campbell of the R.G.A. son of Mr A

and T years officietad a4 judge at Dunfermlins| - Campbell, Commercial Hotel, Cowdenbeath, and

- —_—— e was killed in action. Campbell who a few years
ago took over the Railway Tavern, Lochgelly, leaves a widow and two children. He

was a well-known figure in all athletic and sporting circles, and for years officiated as




a judge at Dunfermline races.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Role of Siege Batteries

Siege Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy howitzers, sending large calibre high
explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire. The usual armaments were 6 inch, 8
inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, although some had huge railway- or road-mounted 12
inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the Siege Batteries were most
often employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting
destructive fire down on strongpoints, dumps, store, roads and railways behind enemy
lines.

Chalmers

Private John Chalmers, 2428, 290525, 7" Battalion Black Watch (Territorialz Royal
Highlanders, Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action, 25" April
1917, Grave Reference, 11.C.27. Brown’s Copse Cemetery, Roeux.

: — 7 .| Private John Chalmers, was awarded the Victory

| Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star; his family
——| would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
e ~| Penny” and scroll from King George V

$Ho2. A %340

dp— Ao

John Chalmers was born 13" May 1891; son of David Chalmers and Janet Dick, Janet
Dick Chalmers died in Cowdenbeath 1898.David Remarried 11" January 1901, to
Betsy Dickson Fernie, 5 Wemyss Street, Cowdenbeath.



In 1901, John Chalmers 9, Scholar, son of David Chalmers 40, Bleachfield Manager,
Betsy Chalmers 29, Annie Chalmers 18, Bleacher, Alexnor (Female) Chalmers 6,
James G Chalmers 14, Apprentice Mechanic, Sophia Chalmers 7, Scholar. Address
Bleachfield Houses, Cowdenbeath.

By 1911, John Chalmers 19, occupation Baker, son of David Chalmers 51, Manager
Bleachfield (Linen Yarn) Betsy Chalmers 38, Annie Chalmers 28, John Chalmers 19,
Sophie Chalmers 17, Bessie Chalmers 6, David Chalmers 4, Robert Chalmers
10Months, Address 41 Bleachfield.

John Chalmers married Maggie Young in 1911, Cowdenbeath.

i i I» lh v 063506 G, |Dyndee) ; Nichanan
1 lawn l(A J Cowdenbeath); Chalmery

U0
%0 B J. Oowdendeath): Clark, 100289 (
ln: c::dyl COraighe, B r)?“l Cugersl R

ST A Short Entry in the Dundee Courier, May 1917.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Cooper

Lance Corporal Thomas Cooper, 21204, 1% Battalion Highland Light Infantry,
Formerly 3212, Scots Greys, Killed in Action, 8" March 1916, Mesopotamia, Born
Aberdour, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Grave Reference, Panel 35 and 64, Basra
Memorial, Iraqg.

COOPER, Lce. Cpl. Thomas, 21204. 1st Bn.
Highland Light Inf. 8th March, 1916.
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* Lance Corporal Thomas Cooper, was awarded the

A/Olktr £
::: w%fw h ‘fu" / b M"” s 9{/;1:3 %~ Victory Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star; his

£l A family would have received the Plaque “Dead
man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V
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Thomas Cooper born 19 December 1893, Aberdour, Fife. Son of William Cooper
1855-1940, and Margaret Bogie 1858-1902. Thomas and Margaret were married 8"
December 1876, Kirkcaldy, they had a family of Nine

In 1901, Thomas Cooper 7, Scholar, son of William Cooper 45, Coal Miner Hewer,
Margaret Cooper 42, James Cooper 19, Coalminer Hewer, Jemima Cooper 17,
Pithead Worker, Elizabeth 15, Pithead Worker, William Cooper 13, Coal Miner,
Andrew Cooper 11, Scholar, John Cooper 9, Scholar, Address 53 Arthur PI,
Cowdenbeath.

By 1911, Thomas Cooper 18, occupation Miner, was staying with Brother Andrew
Cooper 17, occupation Miner, Address 51 Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath.

COWDENBEATH H.LL MAN| Dundee Courier March 1916.
KILLE

!vhv"l‘!(h o dCorporal |

1“‘,““, ¥ Do “_:" .| Cowdenbeath H.L.1. Man Killed

o f'f,‘“ﬁ. “e 0.0 .| The death is reported of Lance Corporal Thos Cooper,
e ,""nf-r‘-»,mx_ s 2w H.L.L 164 Commercial Street, Kirkcaldy. A chum

: : ~ writing from the front says that they had been fighting

I the whole night in very wet weather. The young soldier
fell in front of the trench. Lance Corporal Cooper was only 22 years of age and
although born in Kirkcaldy was residing in Cowdenbeath before the war broke out,

when he joined the Scots Greys and was transferred to the H.L.I.

’hv had bewr

Dunfermline High School, Roll of Honour

Thomas Cooper L/Corp, H.L.I. Enlisted in 5" Dragoon Guards, August 1914.
Transferred to 1% H.L.I. and transferred to France in June 1915, remained there till
December 1915, when he went to Mesopotamia. Killed in battle of Es Sin, 8" March
1916. Son of Mr William Cooper, 23 Thistle Street, Cowdenbeath.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects
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Cowan



Private George Cowan, S/7770, 10" Battalion, Princess Louise’s (Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders) Died of Wounds, 25" September 1915, Born Cowdenbeath,
Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Grave Reference, 1.C.4. Aire Communal Cemetery.France.

COWAN, Pte. G., 7770. 10th Bn. Argyll and
Sutherland nghlanders 28th Sept., 1915. I.

g C.W.G.C.
[—- |
e e L e T R T T
\ Ve, e | J"; L1
oy PR
‘ili‘" REE ————————— Private George Cowan, was awarded the Victory
:ﬁ, ; %/A«J = L'”""/y s Medal, British Medal and the 15 Star; his family
= # fet' would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s

g Penny” and scroll from King George V

LR

In 1901, George Cowan 7, son of James Cowan 43, Coal Miner, Isabella B Cowan 43,
Arthur Cowan 18, Coal Miner, Dorothy Cowan 16, Linen Factory Worker, Isabella
14, Janet Cowan 11, Scholar, James Cowan 8, Scholar, Robert Cowan 3, Agnes 10
Months, Alexander Barker 65, Uncle. Address 29 Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath.

By 1911, James Cowan 20, Coal Miner, son of James Cowan 53, Coal Miner, Isa
Cowan 53, Married 33 years having 12 children of whom 11 are still living, George
Cowan 17, Miner, Robert Cowan 12, Scholar, Agnes Cowan 10, Scholar, David
Cowan 7, Scholar, Address 58 Bridge Street, Cowdenbeath.
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George Cowan 7770, 17 Foulford Street, Cowdenbeath, age 19 years 11months,
Miner, Joined at Stirling 20™ January 1915, Ex Force 11t May 1915, Died of wounds
Nol Casualty Clearing Station 28.9.15, Died of Wounds received in action on Barge
107, 28.9.15, (Bullet wound to left Lung)

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Cowan

Private Thomas H Cowan, 266824, 1/6™ Battalion (Perthshire) Black Watch, Killed
in Action, 23 April 1917, Born Hill O Beath Fife, Enlisted Rosyth, Fife. Grave
Reference, G.31. Athies Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais.France.

COWAN Pte Thomas, 266824. 1st/6th Bn.
Black Watch. 23rd April, 1917. Age 26. Son
of David and Grace Cowan, of Dundas Cottages,

Townhill, Dunfermline. G. 3I. CW.G.C.

R ks ot ;/;A,a/
- Ao — 24HE2Y
CowAhxn .
Private Thomas H Cowan was awarded the

g — Victory and British Medals, his family would
Ao have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
Penny” and scroll from King George V.

Q2B
i

David Cowan married Grace Rennie Izatt 16™ July 1885, Dunfermline, David was a
coal miner and Grace was a Damask Factory weaver, both living at Townhill,
Dunfermline, where they were married by Townhill Church of Scotland Minister
Jacob Primmer. Witnesses were David Izatt and Jane Cowan.

David and Grace had 10 of a family, with Thomas born 12" April 1891.

The 1911 census shows, Thomas Cowan 19, Designer (Textile), son of David Cowan
48, Coal Miner, Grace Cowan 46, married 25 years with 10 children of whom 7 are

still living, Grace Cowan 23, Linen Machinist, Mary Cowan 21, Bakery Saleswoman,
Jeanie, 13,School, Jessie 9. School, David 7, School, 221 Viewfield Pl, Dunfermline.



W ——

Dunfermline Journal 5" May

TUWNHILL BLACK mw KILLED. | 1917

M wod Mo Duvid Cowan, Umn%
Mlu fyreet, have received  information _
wi, Private Thomas Cowan, Black Woteh, Mr and Mrs David Cowan,

illed in sction.  Previw ..“' * Cowan’s buildings Dundas
b - - -
h’::n(m :‘ Street, has received information

HAL y;]d, was mlo M that their son Private Thomas
in Towndill E F. Chunch.  He wandd )ud M Cowan, Black Watch, has been
‘ killed in action. Previous to

enlisting, Private Cowan was employed as a Photographer at H.M.
dockyard Rosyth. He was also a deacon in Townhill U.F. church. He was
26 years of age.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Craig

Sergeant Robert Craig, 17785, Kings Own Scottish Borders, Died of Wounds, 13"
August 1916, Born Dundee, Enlisted Bordon, Hants, Grave Reference V11.B.46.
Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery.
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CRAIG, Pte. R, 17785. 7th Bn. K.O. Scottish
Borderers. Died of wounds 13th Aug., 1916,
Age 30. Son of D. Craig, of Dundee ; husband
of Annie Craig, of Cowdenbeath, Fife. VII.

B 1404 C.W.G.C.
iirgs r:.-i“—\ _l!qv::?t |
r;*/tjﬂ Ses Aot ?'1’4 /;’/"5‘5—
Apase o ——= i |
> S ~+  Sergeant Robert Craig, was awarded the
hf“‘ Victory and British Medals, 15 Star, his
Sy W /[‘., = ~  family would have received the Plaque
e e 4 { “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
fgee | DA (L | Do w K E G George V
S e f,;'/;‘f, ... In 1891, Robert Craig 6, Scholar, born 1885
in Dundee, son of Elizabeth Craig 30, Daniel

Craig 3, Elizabeth Craig 1, Address 45 Backcroft, Dundee.

By 1901, Robert Craig 15, occupation Jute Mill Worker, son of Elizabeth Craig 36,
occupation also Jute Mill Worker, Daniel Craig 14, Jute Mill Worker, Elizabeth Craig
12, Scholar, Catherine Craig 9, Scholar, Jane Craig 6,Scholar,Address 62 Lilybank
Road, Dundee.

Robert Craig married Annie Stewart in 1911, Cowdenbeath.

SRR R S Dundee Courier 22nd August 1916.

yestorday rocoived information that her lue
band, Serpeant Robort Craig, K.O.SB., had
died af wounds

100 it s i s e Mrrs Craig Northfield Place Cowdenbeath yesterday
from & chaplain, who stated that Craig was

wounded a1 two o'closk o the meming of received information that her husband Sergeant
1 wust and d 0 urs ater. - H

S w Robert Craig, K.0.S.B. had died of wounds.
o e B B The information was contained in a letter from a

W e e el s Chaplain, who stated that Craig was wounded at Two

tioes he KOSD. whew _:r:r‘l":;"i:] 'f;*!': ~ Oclock in the morning of 13" August, and died a few
SO L Y hours later. Craig who belonged to Dundee was the

- son of Mr and Mrs Craig, 106, Blackcroft Dundee. A
few years ago he came to work in the mines at Cowdenbeath and shortly afterwards
was married. A reservist he re-joined the K.O.S.B. when war broke out. He leaves a

Widow and Daughter; A Brother of Mrs Craig has been wounded.

Dunfermline Press 19" August 1916

Mrs Craig, Northfield Place, Cowdenbeath, has received information that her husband
Sergeant Robert Craig K.O.S.B. has died of wounds. The information was contained
in a letter from a Chaplain, who stated that Sergeant Craig was wounded at Two
O’clock in the morning of 13" August, and died a few hours later. Craig who
belonged to Dundee was the son of Mr and Mrs Craig, 106, Blackcroft Dundee. A



few years ago he came to work in the mines at Cowdenbeath and shortly afterwards
was married. A reservist he re-joined the K.O.S.B. when war broke out. He leaves a
Widow and Daughter; A Brother of Mrs Craig has been wounded.

A CONDRNEZAT K.OBE: Dunfermline Journal 26" August 1916.
Another Cowdenbeath soldier has fallen in the
E'sfu'i‘?“s;m’“«"‘“m:’““‘m‘%?;::" Another Cowdenbeath soldier has fallen in th
Oraig. received the sd | Mrs, other Cowaenpeatn solaier nas tallen 1 (S]

ho sated | Qreat push — Sergeant Robert Craig of the
K.O.S.B. Northfield Place, Perth Road. Mrs
was & native of Dundee, where h | CTaIQ received the sad information on Monday
to the Comdenbeath | morning in a letter from a chaplain, who stated

il that her husband, who was in the Machine Gun
Pac s winjured. &ﬁm -'“m section, was wounded on the morning of the 13"
— August in an attack and died four hours later.
The sergeant was a native of Dundee, where his parents reside, but came to the
Cowdenbeath district several years ago. A reservist previous to the war, he rejoined
at the outbreak of hostilities and came through all previous engagements uninjured.
He leaves a widow and a family of one.

Soldiers Will, ScotlandsPeople

Reg No 17785, Pte, 7/8™ K.0.S.B. died France 13™ August 1916.

In the Event of my death, | give the whole of my property and effects to my wife
Annie Stewart Craig, signed Pte R Craig

Address Mr R Craig, 338 Forthfield Place, Perth Road, Cowdenbeath.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Crighton

Lance Corporal George Crighton, 2146, 7" Battalion
Black Watch, Killed in Action 16™ June 1915, Born
Dunbar, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Grave Reference Panels
26 and 26, Le Touret Memorial, Bethune, France

Laxce-CorroraL G. ©

. West Park Street.
action i

He leaves a



CRIGHTON, Lce. Cpl. George, 2146. 7th Bn.
Black Watch. 16th June, 1915.

CW.G.C.
i} 4L o mu; — | Lance Corporal George Crighton, was
L TQB Hights | z/e. | o awarded the Victory and British Medals
7—0” = — B _.,:L'TW- i i 1
(”IGH I 3‘ p“__;__ ~ [ and the 15 Star, his family would have
e ——— I received the Plaque “Dead man’s
‘RG/ML 5 5 /10 7T B ,f,""; T Penny” and scroll from King George V
i (‘/.3‘(3) /j‘
17) j»m,:‘ - In 1881, George Crighton 1, Born

250y «w | Dunbar, Haddington, son of George
Crighton 34, occupation Slater, Fanny
Crighton 30, Mary Crighton 8, Scholar, Elizabeth Crighton 3, Address High Street, 2
Brown Close, Dunbar.

Family

George Crighton 23 married Jane Ecolare Comb 21, on March 13 1871 in Leslie, Fife,
George and Jane (Jeanie) had seven children, Mary, born 20" April 1872
Musselburgh, Margaret born 1875 in England, Elizabeth 26the January 1878 in
Dunbar, George 31* March 1880, Dunbar, East Lothian, James 24™ June 1883,
Dunbar, Richard 28™ May 1875, Dunbar, Janet 6™ May 1887, Dunbar.

Killed,
‘l‘ Barclay, Cowdonbesth
Prinate \ )‘vn n, Chaps! Stvet, Cowdenheath
Privaie Andrew Harwey, Elgls Road, Union Streed
Cowdetbeath
viPrme A, Henderson Mos ide Road. Cowdenbaath
LancoOorporal Gesrge Crichlon. West Puk Sired
Cowdenbeath,

1 Private J. Beil Kirklord. Cowilenbeath
ol Private Jobs Hlsskball Kelty
LaneeOorpoml Somary! l . Kirkiord, Cowdenbeath

George Crighton was Ilvmg in Sydney, Australia, at the outbreak of WW1, he came
back enlisted in the 7" Battalion Black Watch as was killed in action, living in
Sydney would explain the lack of some records.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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George Crighton. (Record not found yet)

Cummings

Corporal Robert H Cummings, 1531, 2" Battalion Highland Light Infantry, Killed
in Action, 13™ November 1916, Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Glasgow. Grave
Reference, Grave Reference, B.7. Redan Ridge Communal Cemetery no2, Beaumont-
Hamel.Somme, France.

CUMMING, Cpl. G., 1531. 2nd Bn. Highland
Light Inf. 13th Nov., 1916. Age 22. Son of
David and Janet (‘ummmq of 202, Perth Rd.,
Cowdenbeath, Fife. B. 7.

C.W.G.C.
) | PRI (A)“Nv-l;dﬁilj::nﬂ;v .
e 1110 1C : (B) Presd siuntiv
57 o R TEEEEEEELS  Corporal Robert H Cumming, was
(A)(:UMM/N b [k {/4, _ '“,BA awarded the Victory and British Medals,
® Wbl | .- j and the 15 Star, his family would have
Action taken /¢« 4 received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny”
and scroll from King George V
THEATRE 07 Waw, (/] frsee
¥ /:
GUALIEYING DATE.
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In 1901, Robert Cumming 6, Scholar, son of David Cumming 37, Steam Engine
Fitter, Janet Cumming 36, Elizabeth Cumming 11, Scholar, Janet Cumming 7,
Scholar, David Cumming 9, Scholar, Address 54, Sligo Street, Ballingry, Fife.

COWDENBEATH CORPORAL KILLED. Dundee Courier 28th December

Mr and Mrs David Comming, 202 FPerth

Haoad W,—‘l'ft-«'n!h, have received ’.1,..‘! 11 1916

f ol ] thear son
Corporsl Robert H. Cumming, H.IL.I. Cun
) enlisted in September, 1914, went

S e e Cowdenbeath Corporal Killed.
iving line in June. Last November he was

UL D L Tl M and Mirs David Cumming, 202 Perth
B Road, Cowdenbeath, have received
official intimation of the death in action of their son, Corporal H Cumming, H.L.1.
Cumming, who enlisted in September, 1914, went to the front the following February.
He was wounded in May, 1915, and returned to the firing line in June. Last
November he was reported missing. Prior to him joining the Army he was a Draper

with Messrs Stewart & McDonald, Glasgow.

Dunfermline Press 9" December 1916.

Mr and Mrs David Cumming, 202 Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, have been officially
notified that their son, Corporal Robert H Cumming, H.L.I. has been missing since



13"™ November. Corp Cumming enlisted shortly after the outbreak of war. Before
joining the Army he was a Draper with Messrs Stewart & McDonald, Glasgow.

| e s Dot w30 e wee. DUNTEFMIine Journal 30" December 1916.
Eowdy tare receivved

A 'b% g al intimanon
o " aetira Vel san, (Curporsl
Labwit 0 Cumrtiing, 1Ll Owomng, who

T s 1 S mter. W, wemt da M and Mrs David Cumming, 202 Perth Road,

v He was . e e g e . .
e s, ani,n Newemier W Cowdenbeath, have received official intimation of the

S o, " e - goath in action of their son Corporal Robert H Cumming,
H.L.I. Cumming who joined the colours in September 1914, went to the front the
following February. He was wounded in May 1915, and in November 1916 he was
reported missing. Previous to enlisting he was a draper with Messrs Stewart and

McDonald, Glasgow.

Soldiers Will, ScotlandsPeople

Corporal H Cumming. In the event of my death | give the whole of my effects to my
Mother Mrs D Cumming, Hillbeath Place, 202 Perth Road, Cowdenbeath.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects.
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Cunningham

Private M Cunningham, S/40094, 1* Battalion Black Watch, Born Armadale,
Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died, Home, 29™ January 1917, Grave Reference, 1586 /
1585, Beath Old Cemetery, Cowdenbeath.

Private (Alexander) Cunningham), was awarded to Victory
and British Medals, his family would have received the
Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

In 1901, Alexander Cunningham 6, Scholar, Father, William Cunningham 46, Coal
Miner, Mother, Ann Cunningham 37, Robert Cunningham 17, Coal Miner, William
Cunningham 15, Coal Miner, Andrew Cunningham 12, Scholar, Maggie Cunningham
9, Scholar, Christina Cunningham 4, Ama Cunningham 6 months, Family were living
at 104 West Main Street, Armadale, West Lothian.

In the 1911 census, Alexander Cunningham age 16, occupation Coal Miner, son of
William Cunningham 56, Coal Miner Hewer, Mother Ann Cunningham 49, Twenty
Eight years married with eight children with all eight still living, Andrew



Cunningham 22, Coal Miner, Christina 14, Ann Cunningham 10, Scholar, Agnes 6,
School, all living at 241 Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath, Fife.
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Dundee Courier 20 February 1917
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and a half years ago. He had been eight weeks at the front when he was wounded in
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Dunfermline Journal 3™ February 1917.
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who was 20 years of age, was a miner prior to enlisting one

the leg in his first engagement. The remains were brought home on Tuesday, the
coffin being draped in the Union Jack. The dirge was played by the pipes that
preceded the cortege. The funeral took place on Thursday together with Lance-

Corporal James Philp, Black Watch, who resided at Park Street, and who died in a
hospital at Rippon. A Black Watch detachment accompanied by pipers formed the

firing party.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Private A Cunningham, Black Watch, youngest son of Mr Wm
Cunningham, Moss-side Road, has died of pneumonia
following old wounds in a hospital in Pitlochry. Cunningham,




Davidson.

Sergeant Robert Davidson, S/6603, 11" Battalion Princess Louise’s Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders, Born Leven, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 19™
August 1916, Grave Reference, Pier and Face 15A and 16 C, Thiepval Memorial,
Somme, France.
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DAVIDSON, Pte. Robert, S/6603. 11th Bn.
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 19th
Aug., 1916. Age 22. Son of James and
Catherine Davidson, of 8, Landale Terrace,
Cowdenbeath, Fifeshire.

Sergeant Robert Davidson, was awarded the Victory and
British Medals, and the 15 Star, his family would have
received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
George V

James Davidson married Catherine Dow, 1894, Kirkcaldy, Fife.

In 1901, Robert Davidson was 6 years old, a Scholar, living at 55 Paulville, Bathgate,
West Lothian with his parents, James Davidson 40, Coal Miner, Catherine Davidson
32, Marion Davidson 9, Scholar, James Davidson 4, William Davidson 24, Boarder.

Service Record of Robert Davidson

Robert Davidson Enlisted in the 11" Battalion Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders on
the 18™ November 1914 at Cowdenbeath, aged 20years 2 months, occupation Miner,
He was 5foot 9inches in height with a girth of 37inches, his physical development
was good. Father of Soldier none.

Next of Kin was his Mother Mrs James Davidson maiden name Gow, 8 Lansdale
Terrace, Cowdenbeath, Fife. He was part of the 13" British Expeditionary Force, and
embarked Folkstone 2" October 1915.

Full Blood Relatives, James Davidson aged 22years,address 8 Lansdale Terrace,
William Davidson, 18, 8 Lansdale Terrace, Catherine Arnott nee Davidson, 29, 28
Lansdale Terrace, Marrion Waugh nee Davidson, 27, 98 Lansdale Terrace, Elizabeth
Davidson 17, Fife. Grandparent James Dow, West Broad Street, Cowdenbeath,
Uncles And Aunts, Elizabeth Dow Broadie, 48, 48 West Broad Street, Margaret Dow
Nichol, 45, Appin Crescent, Dunfermline, Signature of information Mother Catherine
Dow Davidson, 8 Lansdale Terrace, Cowdenbeath. Sergeant Robert Davidson was
killed in action, 19" August 1916.

Dunfermline Journal 23" September 19186.

Private R Davidson A.and S.H. Cowdenbeath, killed.

Privse & Do, A nd B8, ot
wn



,%ﬁi“ﬂ'm‘ Dunfermline Journal 16" September 1916.

. rwmses  Killed on his birthday.

e b 20 iy Preionl & e @ M J Davidson, 8 Lansdale Terrace, Cowdenbeath, has

renber, 10, 10d b b 8 e 020 c0fved from the official force the sad news that his oldest
son. Private R Davidson of the A and S.H. was killed in
action on August 19" which by coincidence is his birthday. Previously a stone miner
in the Raith colliery, Davidson enlisted on November 1914, and has been in the
trenches for a year.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Deas

Private Samuel Deas, 20153, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry), Formerly 2434, Royal
Highlanders, Killed in Action 13" November 1916, Born Dunfermline, Enlisted
Cowdenbeath, Grave Reference A.4.Y Ravine Cemetery Beaumont Hamel, Somme,
France.

DEAS, Pte. S., 20153. 153rd Coy. Machine
Gun Corps (Inf.). 13th Nov., 1916. A. 4. CW.GC

iR, il [ EPEyS
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Fioh - ~ Private Samuel Deas, was awarded the Victory and British
— = wman. e — Medals, and the 15 Star, his family would have received the
E= ng.zm‘z:‘ Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

Samuel Deas was born 7" December 1891, Dunfermline, Father Peter Deas, Mother
Mary Hunter Fowler.

Mary Hunter Fowler was born 21 April 1870 in Hill'O Beath, Fife, Scotland. She
married Peter Deas 17 July 1890 in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland, son of Alexander
Deas and Margaret Robertson. They had 6 children, Alexander Deas 1890-1896,
Samuel Deas 1891-1916, Peter Deas 1894-1991, William Ramsay Fowler Deas 1895-
1977, Isobelle Deas 1897-1939, and Ebenezer Deas 1901.

In 1901, Samuel Deas was a 9 year old Scholar, Family were, Father Peter Deas 29,
occupation Coal Miner, Mother, Mary Deas 30, William Deas 5, Bella Deas 3,
Ebenezer Deas.



By 1911, Samuel Deas was a 19 year old Miner living at 25 Woodend Place,
Cowdenbeath, his Father was Peter Deas 39, occupation Miner, Mother Mary Deas
40, married 20 years and bearing 6 children of whom 5 still survive, Peter Deas 17,
Miner, William Deas 15, Miner, Bella Deas 13, Scholar, Ebenezer Deas 10, Scholar,.

ASIEHER . fe e e
s | e

Dunfermline Journal Nov 25" 1916,

Mr Peter Deas, 24 Woodend Place, Cowdenbeath, has been
officially informed that one of his sons. Pte Samuel Deas,
Machine Gun Corps, was killed in action on the 13" inst, and
that another son Pte Wm Deas, Black Watch, was wounded on
the same day. A third son Pts Peter Deas is in the R.A.M.C.
Samuel who was 25 years of age was unmarried, and previous
to enlisting on the outbreak of war worked at Dalbeath Pit as a
miner. He had been almost two years in France. In civil life he was an ardent worker
in the Sons of Temperance Movement, and for a long number of years was an office
bearer in the society. The following is a copy of a letter from an officer in the
regiment.

Dear Mrs Deas — it is with more regret than | can say that | am writing to tell you the
news, which no doubt you already know, that your son Pte Deas, of this company was
killed in action on 13"™ November 1916. Both his section officers became casualties
in the attack, and as | knew your son well I am writing to tell you how sincere my
sympathy for you in your great sorrow. His comrades tell me he was killed in front of
the enemy barbed wire while rushing forward carrying his machine gun. The shot
was through the head, and there was no doubt that death was instantaneous. | know
there is nothing | can say or do will be of much comfort to you, but I should like you
to know how deeply | feel for you in your sorrow. May god give comfort to your
sorrowful heart. If we knew the joy to which our dear ones are taken we would
rejoice rather than mourn- believe me, dear Mrs Deas, yours in deepest
sympathy.W.D. McNaughton. 2™ Lt.

Soldiers Will, ScotlandsPeople.
In the event of my death | give the whole of my property and effects to, Mrs Peter
Deas, 24 Woodend Place, Cowdenbeath.

U.K.Registers of Soldiers effects
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153" Machine Gun Company.



The 153" Machine Gun Company (2™ Highland) Brigade, 51* (Highland) Division
was formed on the 15" of January 1916. They were in action in The Battle of
Festubert and The Second Action of Givenchy before moving south to The Somme
taking over the line near Hamel. In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the
Somme, including the attacks on High Wood and The Battle of the Ancre, capturing
Beaumont Hamel, taking more than 2000 prisoners.

Derrick

Private James Derrick, 21583, 17" Battalion Royal Scots, Born Dunfermline,
Enlisted Cowdenbeath, James Derrick was Killed in action 30" May 1916. Grave
Reference 11.D.15. Brown’s Road Military Cemetery, Festubert, France.

DERRICK, Pte. James, 21583. 17th Bn. Royal
Scots. 3oth May, 1916. Age 32. Husband of
Euphemia Derrick, of 2, Moss Row, Fordell,
Crossgates, Fife. II. D. 15s.
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pry

e e iE Leperv® L Victory Medals, his family would have received the
\ i Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
a3 O George V

In 1891 James Derrick was an 8 year old Scholar living at 20, Lumphinnans,
Ballingry, Fife. His family were Father Alexander Derrick 30, Coalminer, Mother
Catherine Derrick maiden name Ramage 32, Agnes Derrick 7, Scholar, William
Derrick 4, Lizzie Derrick 1.

By 1901, An 18 years old James Derrick occupation Coal Miner, Father, Alexander
Derrick 40, occupation Coal Miner, Mother Mrs Derrick 42, Agnes Derrick 17,
Domestic Servant, William Derrick 14, Coal Miner, Lizzie Derrick 12, Scholar, Kate
Derrick 10, Scholar, Alexander Derrick 7, Scholar, Address Prir Ho 1% Floor,
Carnock, Fife.

In the 1911 census, 28 year old James Derrick occupation Coal Miner, Wife
Euphemia Derrick 21, Rachael Derrick 2, Catherine Derrick 1. Address 27 Moss
Row, Dalgety, Fife.

Service Record

James Derrick 21583, 17" Royal Scots 23, Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, enlisted on
the 13™ March 1915, Cowdenbeath, aged 31 years 8 months. Wife Euphemia
McBeath, Crossgates, married 15" July 1907 at 23 Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath,
Children of James and Euphemia were, Rachael born ot May 1908, Kathleen 29"
January 1910, and Thomas born 4™ February 1913.



James Derrick was 5 foot tall, 101 pounds, 33inch chest, with good physical
development, the Bantam Battalion was for men who were of below average height
and physique. James enlisted 13" March 1915, Disembarked Bolougne 4™ March
1916, joined Expeditionary Force 31* March 1916, and was killed in action 30" May
1916, a total of 1 year 80 days service, 61 days in France.

James Derrick’s Mother Catherine Derrick nee Ramage, Back Row, Crossgates, Full
Blood, William Derrick 32, Alex 25, George 18, Agnes 35, Lizzie 30, Kitty 27.

Letter to Mrs Derrick December 1930, With reference to the letter dated 10™
November 1930 received from the secretary British legion, Cowdenbeath Branch. 1
am directed to inform you that in order to have qualified for the award 1914-15 Star,
approved service on the establishment of a unit in a theatre of war on the 1% January
1916 must have been rendered.

| am to state that the late number 21583, Private J Derrick, Royal Scots, did not
qualify for the award in question, as according to official records he did not
disembark in the theatre of war until the 31® March 1916. | am Madam your obedient
servant.

COWDENBEATH BANTAM
FALLS IN ACTION,

Mrs James Derrick, 85 Foulford Place. |
Cowdenbeatlh, on Faturday roceived the eyl
|nows that ler husband, Private  Janee
| Deozrick, of the Roral ec_""“o the nﬂ.qb.fj
| Bantam WBettalion, was killed in acticn on
|Blst MNas.
| Derriok, who was 38 years of age. leaves o
| mwidow and three of n farnsly.
| ¥Formerly a miner, snd proviously rejected
| for his height, _heo was ane of the fires (5 join
[the Bantams wheo formod.

COWDENBEATH ROYAL
SCOT KILLED.

Entries in the Dunfermline Press and Dundee Courier April 1916.

Dunfermline Press 17" June 1916.

Cowdenbeath Private Killed, Private James Derrick, Royal Scots Bantam Battalion,
Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, was killed in action on May 30™. Prior to the war he
worked in no 7 Pit. He leaves a Widow and three of a family.

» coworneesta movar scor ks | Dunfermline Journal 17 June 1916.

Brx Jumiey Derrick haa been indirnied (hat hor

hasbund, Private dumes Doyrck, of ahe 1M

i o e o s Do, mhe v | Mr's James Derrick has been informed that her

B s i voo e e 3 Fosiwd | NUSDANG, Private James Derrick, of the 17" Royal

oW, G, - Scots, the Roseberx Battalion, was killed in action, was
killed in action 30" May. Derrick, who was previously

a miner in No7 Pit, leaves a widow and three children, who reside at 23 Foulford

Place, Cowdenbeath.

Dunfermline Journal 24™ June 1916.




Mrs James Derrick has been informed that her husband Private James Derrick of the
17" Royal Scots, the Rosebery Battalion, was killed in action on the 30™ May.
Derrick, who was previously a miner at No7 Pit, leaves a widow and three children,
who reside at 23 Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath.

HOUSES OF MOURNING. o

Ei:kford has lndced paid the penalty of war, In one
_street there are 5o fewer than thirteen caamliies, ten d
of thers leaving widows an! childres. The majority H n
were mines who aallned o0 e stk of v | - DUNTErmline Journal 2™ December 1916.
Private James Derrick. Royal Eoots, Fonlford Piace,
leaves & widow and three childrec. Private Joba Ball,
. Black Watch, Foulford Flast, also leaves s widow sad
three obildren, whi's bls beoth. ¢, Private Robert Rell,
Bl.:k Watoh, Fua!ford Placs, lesvea & widow asd thres
children. Corpcrad Charies Scatt, Argyl! and Fu ber-
land Highlanders, Poullurd Plecs, leaves & widow and
thres childrsn. Private Gorrge Sculllon, Blsok Watah,
Foulford Place, leaves & widow aad one child Piivate
Alex Bremaer, Black Watch, Poullord Place, leaves &
widow and seven children. Pilvate Thomes Bmik,
Black Watch, Fublford Place, lesves a widow sad cae
cbild.  Private Bobert Enmmersiile, Black Watoh
Foolford Place, leaves & widow and three childres.
Private V. Bt achsn, Soots Guards, Poulford Place,
leaves & widow and one child Private Willism
Haghes, Black Watoh, Fon!ford Place, and bis brother
Private Toomss Hoghes, slic of the Black Wateh'
bave 1 0-c killed fn action, snd Ounnsr O sen Morsa'
R. G. A, Foolford Phﬂ

Last W|II and Testament

James Derrick, 21583, 17" Bat The Royal Scots, After payment of my just debt and
funeral expenses, | give to my wife Euphemia Derrick, 23 Foulford Place, the whole
of my estate and effects.

| appoint my Father in law Thomas McBeath 15 Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, and

Executor of my Will.

Witnessed 25" March 1916, signed James Derrick.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.

o%w)r | °6\ ‘SvS T . R i T
] et
B sop0 Sect ‘4 i = r—zz-#d-vyé} Lol - Boreclbs
126/9 e ] ‘ b i ‘ } zw ' :
Dick

Private Harry (Henry) Dick, $/21466. 4"/5" Battalion Black Watch (Royal
Highlanders) Killed in Action 28™ July 1918, Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted
Dunfermline, Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France.

DICK, Pte. Henry, S/21466. 4th/sth Bn. Black
Watch. 28th July. 1918. C.W.G.C.



Private Henry Dick was awarded the British and Victory Medals, his family would
have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

Henry Dick was born 21% March 1898, North End Park, Cowdenbeath. Son of
Nathaniel Dick born 1859 Kirkcaldy, Mother Grace Elizabeth Smith, (Known as
Grace Grant) born 1858, Lerwick. Grace and Nathaniel were married 6™ September
188, Wellington Street, Kirkwall, Shetland.

The family of Nathaniel Dick and Grace Grant were George Dick born gt April 1882,
Dalkeith, James Dick 3 November 1883, Ayr, Grace Elizabeth Dick 13" March
1885, Caravan, Hawick, Nathaniel Daniel Dick 13" August 1886, Caravan, West
Calder, died 1897 Golspie, Samuel Freeman Dick, 19" May 1888, Aberdeen,
Frederick Adolphus Dick, 20" February 1890, Airdrie, Mary Janet Dick 28" February
1892, Caravan Aberdeen, Nathaniel Daniel Dick, 4™ June 1896, Inverness, died 28"
April 1897 Perth, Henry Dick 21% March 1898, Cowdenbeath died 28" July 1918,
Aisne, France, Arthur Dick 23" January 1901, Cowdenbeath, Nathaniel Dick was a
Showman and an Acrobat with his family being born in various location probably
traveling by caravan in traveling Show/Circus.

Nathaniel died 11" April 1914 Royal Infirmary Aberdeen, Grace died 12 December
1943, Inverness, Buried Lossiemouth.

In the 1911 census, Henry Dick 13, School (Partly) son of Nathaniel Dick 53,
Traveling Showman, Grace Dick 53,married 30 years, having 11 children 7 of whom
are still living, Frederick Dick 21, Gymnast, Mary Dick 19, Arthur Dick 10, School
(Partly) Address 75 Reidhaven Street, Boyndie, Banff. Travelling Show.
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Dunfermline Press 17" August 1918

Pte Harry Dick, Black Watch, fourth son of Mrs Grace Dick, Northend Park, has died
of wounds received in action. He enlisted early in 1917, and had been one year in
France. He was twenty years of age a Brother is a prisoner of war in Germany.

Soldiers Will



Private Henry Dick, Date 15" August 1917, In the event of my death I leave all |
possess to my Mother, Mrs N Dick, North End Park, Cowdenbeath, signed Harry
Dick.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects
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Donaldson

Private Thomas Donaldson, 10733, 10" Battalion Argyle and Sutherland
Highlanders, Born Edinburgh, Enlisted Lochgelly, residence Cowdenbeath, Killed in
action 8" March 1918, Grave Reference, Panel 141 to 143 and 162. Tyne Cot
Memorial, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

DONALDSON, Pte. Thomas, 10733. 10th Bn.
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 8th March,
1918. Age 30. Son of John Donaldson, of James
St., Edinburgh ; husband of Margaret Bingham
(formerly Donaldson), of 29, Foulford Place,
Cowdenbeath, Fife.

T e o
DONALPSINE

Trmps | Private Thomas Donaldson, was awarded the Victory and
fefe i K/A of5/5 | British Medals, and the 15 Star; his family would have
w received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
= 7@& King George V

Thomas Donaldson 2, son of John Donaldson 22, occupation Cabman, Mary Ann
Donaldson 25, John Donaldson 7 months, Address 35, Fountainbridge, Edinburgh.

In 1901, John Donaldson was a 12 year old Schoolboy, son of John Donaldson 34,
occupation Cabman, address 6 Drummond Street, Edinburgh.

By 1911, Thomas Donaldson 23, occupation Miner, staying at 176 Pretoria Place,
Cowdenbeath, down as Brother staying with, Jessie McLeod 43, Sinclair McLeod 24,
George McLeod 21, John McLeod 17, Mary McLeod 15, Maggie McLeod 13, David
McLeod 9, Alice 6.

Dunfermline Press 27" April 1918



Private T Donaldson, Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders, has been posted missing
since 8™ March, His Wife, Mrs Donaldson, care of Mrs McLeod 12 Pretoria Place,
Cowdenbeath, will be grateful for any information

'1‘““’ W O TRETE BT TR A MRS

P T, Desaldsas, A snd SH., 33 Pretoria Place,
Cowdesbentl, Fepmarly repaciad & o S

March Dundee Courier, April 1918.

s e, 1" 7= W Dunfermline Journal 27" April 1918.
e Ry fgi by

5 tch clerk with ‘ o Cosl . .
Company _%';;b??'."#".":f‘ oot ot Pte T Donaldson, A. and S. H.whose wife resides at
12 Pretoria Place, has been reported missing. Pte Reid enlisted 3 years ago and has
been in France for 2 years. In civil life he was a dispatch clerk with the Fife Coal

Company. Two brothers are also serving at the front.
Dunfermline Journal 8" June 1918.

Private T Donaldson of the A. and S.H. 12 Pretoria Row, Foulford, previously
reported missing, has now been reported killed in action.

Private T. Douakion, of the A, aud § H., 12
Pretoria Row, Foulford, previously teportod mae
mﬁhu now been reporteq killed 1 ackion,

Ll Qhuewidl Wihian Bhesid  has hasw

U.K Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Drummond

Private Samuel Drummond, 17695, 8" Battalion, Kings Own Sutherland
Highlanders, Born, Enlisted, and Residence, Cowdenbeath. Killed in Action 14™ May
1916, Grave Reference Panel 53 to 56. Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

DRUMMOND, Pte. Samuel, 17695. 8th Bn.

King’s Own Scottish Borderers. 14th May, 1916. C.W.G.C.

Private Samuel Drummond, was awarded the Victory and
1002 British Medals, and the 15 Star; his family would have

| uirlld e _ received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
wor el King George V

= |



In 1901, Samuel Drummond 9 year old schoolboy, son of Thomas Drummond 48,
occupation Coal Miner, Isabella Drummond 51, John Drummond 29, Coal Miner,
Thomas Drummond 23, Coal Miner, James Drummond 19, Coal Miner, Janet
Drummond 15, Address 13 Park Street, Cowdenbeath.

In 1911, Samuel Drummond 19, Engineer Colliery, son of Thomas Drummond 59,
Coal Miner, Isa Drummond 62, married 38 years, 11children of whom 6 are still
living, John Drummond 39, Coal Miner,27 Fair View, Cowdenbeath.
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Thomas Drummond was born 24™ December 1852 in Dunfermline he married
Isabella Penman 17" July 1873, Dunfermline, Isabella was born 1850 in Dunfermline.
Thomas and Isabella’s children were John Drummond 1873, Dunfermline, William
Drummond 8" August 1874, Dunfermline, Helen Drummond 1876, Cowdenbeath,
Thomas Drummond 1878, Cowdenbeath, James Drummond 1881, Cowdenbeath,
Janet 1886, Cowdenbeath, Samuel 1892, Cowdenbeath.

Thomas Drummond died about 1930, Isabella Drummond died 8" February 1930 in
Cowdenbeath, cause of death Paraplegia.

Soldiers Will

Samuel Drummond 17695, In the event of my death, I give the whole of my personal
belongings to my Mother Mrs Drummond 207 Fair View, Perth Road, Cowdenbeath.

Dunfermline Press 10" June 1916.

Private Samuel Drummond, K.O.S.B. youngest son of Mrs Thomas Drummond, has
been reported missing for some weeks. Before going to France Private Drummond
was engaged in service on the Gallipoli Peninsula.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Duffy

Private Ebenezer Duffy, 18477, 12" Battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) Born
Logie, Stirlingshire, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died of Wounds 19" October 1915.
Grave Reference E.5. Phalempin Communal Cemetery, Nord, France.

DUFFY, Pte. E., 18477. 12th Bn. Royal
Seotsa i Toth Oct: ~xo1h. "B, 5.

o Piyr

Private Ebenezer Duffy, was awarded the Victory and British
Medals, and the 15 Star; his family would have received the
Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

In 1881, Ebenezer Duffy 5, son of Richard Duffy 46, Railway Plate Layer, Patrick
Duffy 21, Railway Fireman, Helen Duffy 19, Housekeeper, Benjamin Duffy 16,
Clerk, Robert Duffy 14, Thomas Duffy 11, James Duffy 10,Elisabeth Duffy 8,
Duncan Duffy 6, Address Corton Railway Gate no 2, Logie, Stirlingshire,

By 1891, Ebenezer Duffy 13, occupation General Labourer, son of Richard Duffy 60,
Foreman Platelayer Jessie Duffy 62, Lizzie Duffy 17, Domestic Servant, Duncan
Duffy 15, General Labourer, Address, 17 Greenhill Buildings, Falkirk.

1901 saw, Ebenezer Duffy 21, occupation Railway Porter, staying as a boarder with
Jane B Abbot, 68, Private “means” Address 65, Pomarium, Perth, Perthshire.

The 1911 census shows, Ebenezer Duffy 32, occupation Railway Engine Driver,
living as a boarder at 4 Lansdale Terrace, Cowdenbeath, with John Winning 53, his
wife Mary Winning 48, and their six children.

Draft Record

Ebenezer Duffy aged 35 Years 7 months enlisted at Cowdenbeath 15" January 1915,
his occupation was a Locomotive Driver, living at 4 Lansdale Terrace, Cowdenbeath.
Private Ebenezer Duffy was 5ft 4inches, 36 inch chest, 136 pounds, with good
physical development.

Ebenezer Duffy was wounded with a gunshot wound to the abdomen 25™ September
1915, posted missing 28" September 1915, Died of wounds at Fieldlaz 3, German list
received through American Embassy. Next of kin was Sister Mrs Janet Mallen, 198
Main Street, Cambuslang, Lanarkshire, His Plague and Scroll was sent to Miss Ruby
Winning.

wrsremious rare or cowsen. | Dundee Courier October 1915

BEATH SOLDIER
Private Ebenczer Duffy, Roval Scots, w
wa AN e anyvoae L} 3 1

Sl sl el ] Private Ebenezer Duffy, Royal Scots, who was an

1 Winnin

L e S SRS T Engine Driver at Raith Colliery, Cowdenbeath, and




who had resided for the past eight years with Mr John Winning, Lansdale Terrace,
Cowdenbeath, was reported two months ago to have been killed in action. A fortnight
ago he was officially stated to be a prisoner in a German Camp and only slightly
wounded, but yesterday came another official intimation to the effect that Duffy had
died of wounds.

Soldiers Will

Private Ebenezer Duffy 12" Battalion Royal Scots, Died of Wounds at Fieldlaz 3,
Phaleinpsi In the event of my death | give the whole of my property and effects to
Miss Ruby Winning, 4 Lansdale Terrace, Cowdenbeath, signed 3™ March 191,
Witness P.J.Wilson 18477.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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War Diary 12" Battalion Royal Scots, 19" Oct 1915.
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Sergeant John Duncan, 27423, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) Formerly 27522,
Royal Scots, Born Dunfermline, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Residence Lochgelly, Died
of Wounds 31% July 1917, Grave Reference, 1.M.17. Bard Cottage Cemetery, West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium.

DUNCAN, Serjt. John, 27423. 115th Coy.
Machine Gun Corps (Inf.). Died of wounds
31st July, 1917. Age 21. Son of John and E.
Duncan, of 18, Hill St., Dunfermline. I. M. 17.
R ot s gl o s Sater b C.W.G.C.



Private John Duncan was awarded the Victory and British
Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, John Duncan aged 4, son of John Duncan 46, occupation Tenter, Linen
Factory, Elizabeth Duncan 41, Charles Duncan 16, Appr to Wholesale Grocer,
Thomas Duncan 14, Telegraph Messenger, Catherine Duncan 10, Scholar, Ann
Duncan 7, Scholar, Elizabeth Duncan 2, Address 16 Hill Street, Dunfermline.

Dunfermline Journal 18" August 1917

Sergeant John Duncan Dunfermline, Mrs Duncan 18 Hill Street, Dunfermline, the
wife of the late John Duncan Tenter, Dunfermline, has been unofficially notified that
her youngest son, Sergeant John Duncan, Machine Gun Corps, has been killed in
action. Sergt Duncan enlisted two years ago into the Royal Scots, but was afterwards
transferred into the M.G.C. He had been in France for eighteen months. He was
twenty-one years of age, and prior to enlistment was employed as a postman in

Lochgelly. Two brothers are serving in France. Mrs Duncan has received the
following letter.

D e e ves e S e med )= Letter to Mrs Duncan
MG

G He had been ia France for eighteen
mvonthe. Ho was twenty-onoe  yoars of age. and
prior %o his was emplc .. & P"‘: ;
Fronce,  Sire Duwmcasn e P ettt Dear Mrs Duncan | do not know as | write
letter - — ‘
e o s v Aueees e S Whether you have had news from any other
e o e o1, s e e 3o 0w | SOUTCE OF the death of your brave son John.

i e v et e e wens |+ ON the first day of the advance he had to lead
ey bk b ot John was wie b e o= | two gun teams forward to exposed positions.
Mo =t a8 pom i we deeme wesen | This he did and chose them so well the guns

e T .».L:':.::“?‘.,.?':.'.,.:t were able to be used most effectively. John
Yo e i e ¥ e b | \yas it in the arm possibly in other places too,
T e S ETRSELRNLLe e | by fragments of shell about 3pm. He died
mnIT LTI TEn it LrLET | from shock and exhaustion at 6.3opm in the
e ouis w. mmows dressing station. Captain Havant the Chaplain

of the SWB was with him at the time, I have not had an opportunity of seeing him
since. As you know John was a good Soldier Fearless and conscientious. We all
liked him and I particularly had opportunity for knowing his kindly nature as well. It
is a great regret that he had not been called up to train for his commission upon which
| had set my heart, | know to a little of his affection for those at home, and wish to

express my deepest sympathy with you. In all this Mr Godding sincerely joins.
Signed Louis F Brown.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects.
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115" Machine Gun Corps.

The 115™ Machine Gun Company joined, 115" Brigade, 38" (Welsh) Division on the
19" of May 1916. In July 1916 they were in action at Mametz Wood on The Somme,
suffering severe casualties. The Division did not return to major action for more than
12 months. In 1917 they were in action in the Third Battles of Ypres. They joined
with the other machine gun companies of the Division to form 38" Machine Gun
Battalion in March 1918.

Duncan

Private William Duncan, 27778, 7/8" Kings Own Scottish Borderers, Born,
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 9" April 1917, France and
Flanders, Grave Reference, Bay 6, Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

—— e mamees meepmea masmy e e =t wmay g

DUNCAN, Pte. William, 27778. 7th/8th Bn.
King’s Own Scottish Borderers. oth April, 1917.

~ ... % =+ Private William Duncan was awarded the Victory and British
i ~ Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
= man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

(Possible Parents of William Duncan) David Duncan and Agnes Somerville.

Possible 1911 census, 57 Broad Street, Cowdenbeath.
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The 7/8" Battalions K.O.S.B April 1917

The great attack on the German trenches east of Arras was timed to take place at dawn
on the 9" of April. The battalion left the cellars at 6 A.M., entered the sewer and, an
hour later, passed into Bovet to move up by Iron Street, Income Tax, and

Blangy to the position of assembly behind Fred's Wood



Arras,

High ground west of Arras, one saw the whole line, from south of the Cambrai Road
away north towards Vimy Ridge, suddenly break forth into a blaze of fire. Rockets
shooting up in the air and falling with a shower of sparks, Verey lights, and flares of
varied colours, seen in the half-light, reminded one of a huge pyrotechnic display.
Added to this was the booming of thousands of guns, the crack of rifle fire, and the
burst of enemy shells. It was a scene to make a lasting impression on the memory.
The big guns well behind our line belched forth fire and destruction closer in, the field
guns and howitzers barked unceasingly, gradually lifting their barrages and carrying
them on as the enemy retired ; and farther forward, on enemy territory, could be seen
figures in khaki moving up the opposite slopes. The attack could be followed by the
sharp tiny flashes of rifle fire and the occasional heavier flash of an exploding bomb.

Apart from this, there is nothing spectacular about modern warfare — only a mad
rush of men to gain a few yards of ground, and slaughter whilst they are doing so! A
fierce struggle onward to the final objective, dodging shell bursts, or lying low before
a hostile barrage, waiting for a favourable opportunity, when there should be a pause,
to dash through it; and, finally, the satisfaction of knowing that the job has been done.

At 2 P.M. the attack on Feuchy Redoubt commenced the battalion pushed on, but,
unfortunately, the left and centre companies were held up by our own artillery
barrage. Four guns had already lifted the barrage and advanced their fire, but two guns
carried on the original barrage for twenty minutes longer, causing several casualties,
including our Medical Officer, Captain Parker, who was wounded in the head. The
right company passed on beyond the Redoubt (which had been so battered by our
artillery fire that it was no longer fit for occupation), and continued the advance
towards Feuchy village.

From this point little opposition was encountered. The battalion, passing through
Feuchy village and capturing a number of guns on the way, reached the eastern side
by 4 P.M. Many German dead were lying around Feuchy. At 4.45 P.M. the Brown
Line had been captured, and there was no sign of the enemy in front. Patrols were
then sent out to the northern slopes of Orange Hill to assist the cavalry to cut through.
It is generally believed that had the cavalry come through in force at this time, they
would have caught the Boche on the run, and the attack might have been made as
great a success as we had hoped it would be. Our patrols reported that the country in
front was comparatively open, and that the enemy had decamped.

The casualties for the day were 5 officers and 100 other ranks the trophies captured
during the operations of the 9th of April were twelve field guns and howitzers and
three machine guns.

War Diary K.0.S.B. 9" April 1917.
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Easton

Private Alexander Easton, /26836, 8" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, Born
Benhar, Linlithgow, Enlisted Perth, Died of Wounds 3™ October 1918, Grave
Reference 111.C.10. Houchin British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

EASTON, Pte. A., S/26836. 8th Bn. Seaforth

Highlanders. 3rd Oct., 1918. III. C. 10. C.W.G.C.
g | R
£ERST 87 KR das s
Abivadde
2 A Private Alexander Easton was awarded the Victory and

British Medals, his family would have received the Plaque
“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

In 1901, Alexander Easton aged 2, was living with his family at 204 High Street,
Prestonpans, Father Andrew Easton 40, occupation Miner Pit Sinker, Mother Mary
Easton (maiden name Ramsay) Sarah Eason 20, Domestic Servant, Elizabeth Easton
18, domestic servant, Mary Easton 16, domestic servant, Jane Easton 14, William
Easton 11, Scholar, Walter Easton 9, Scholar, Andrew Easton 8, Scholar, Christina
Easton 4.



Mary Easton nee Ramsay died 1938 in Cowdenbeath.

e A s miine  Dunfermline Journal 19™ October 1918.

o 0:;] of woonds  Pirate Faston v 10
gy, aod & mivery ol Bl He bnd ) ]
ok 0 wodks o the froot, Private Alex Easton, Seaforth Highlanders, youngest son of

- Mrs Easton, 156 Foulford Road, has died of wounds. Private
Easton was 19 years of age, and a miner in civil life. He had been five weeks at the
front.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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8" Service Battalion Seaforth Highlanders.

8" (Service) Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders was raised at Fort George in September
1914 as part of Kitchener's Second New Army and joined 44™ Brigade, 15" (Scottish)
Division. They moved to Aldershot for training and in November moved to
Petersfield, then to Chiseldon Camp on Salisbury Plain in February 1915, then to
Tidworth for final training in May. They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne in
the second week of July 1915. They were in action in The Battle of Loos in 1915. In
spring 1916, they were involved in the German gas attacks near Hulluch and the
defence of the Kink position. They were in action during the Battles of the Somme,
including The Battle of Pozieres, The Battle of Flers-Courcelette and the capture of
Martinpuich, The Battle of Le Transloy and the attacks on the Butte de Warlencourt.
In 1917 they were in action in The First and Second Battle of the Scarpe, including
the capture of Guemappe during the Arras Offensive. They then moved north to
Flanders and were in action during the Battle of Pilckem and The Battle of
Langemark. In 1918 they fought in The First Battle of Bapaume, The First Battle of
Arras, The Battle of the Soissonnais and the Ourcq taking part in the attack on
Buzancy, and The Final Advance in Artois.

Erskine

Sergeant George Erskine, 8291, 2" Battalion Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders,
Born Auchterderran, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Residence Cowdenbeath, Died at Home
28™ November 1915, Buried Cowdenbeath Cemetery.

T ~ Sergeant George Erskine, was awarded the Victory, British,
g o ewew0 Medals and also the 14 Star, his family would have received the
Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.



In 1881, George Erskine aged 5 months son of Robert Erskine 32 occupation Coal
Miner, Elizabeth Erskine 32, Margaret G Erskine 13, Henry M Erskine 9, Scholar,
Robert Erskine 7, Scholar, Elspit B Erskine 2, Address 9 South Street, Lochgelly.
By 1891, George Erskine aged 10, was still at school and living with his family,
Father, Robert Erskine 42, occupation Coal Miner, Mother, Elizabeth Erskine 42,
Henry Erskine 19, Coal Miner, Robert Erskine 17, Coal Miner, Elspeth Erskine 12,
David Erskine 5, John Erskine 2, Address 15 Hall Street, Auchterderran, Fife.

The 1901 census shows, Robert Erskine 20, occupation Coal Miner, son of Robert
Erskine 53, Coal Miner, Elizabeth Erskine 53, David Erskine 15, Coal Miner, John
Erskine 12,Scholar, Address 12 Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath.

Robert Erskine married Isabella Cumming Noble 18" July 1910 at 120 Union Street,
Cowdenbeath; Isabella was born 22" June 1884 in Ballingry, Fife. Isabella died 27"
November 1917 in Edinburgh.

In the 1911 census, Robert Erskine 30, occupation Coal Miner, Isabella Erskine 26,
Address 169 Drummond Buildings, Cowdenbeath.

Father, Robert Erskine was born 25" March 1849 Auchterderran,, Fife, he married
Elizabeth Morris 23" October 1868 Lochgelly, Fife, Robert and Elizabeth had eight
children. Margaret Gibb Erskine 7" February 1868 Lochgelly, George Erskine born
20™ September 1869 Lochgelly, died 1876 in Lochgelly (Cause of death Intermittent
Fever) Henry Morris Erskine born 26" April 1871 Lochgelly, Robert Erskine born
13" January 1874 Lochgelly, Elspeth McBain Erskine 19™ November 1878

A COWDENBEATH HERO—-HIS ACCOUNT
OF THE BATTLE OF MONS.

3ergeant George Enkine of the A. and 8. High-
landers atrived home on Ssturdey morning the
victim of & wound he sustained at Mons, He wee
removed to Nethey, where be moovered sufcient-
ly to allow himto come bome to further recuper-
ate, Bergeant Erkine, who way called up on Sth
Auvgust, was amang the first 1o cross the channel
Landing af Boulogne he was sngaged till thy 2nd
in regimental duties, On the Saturday uight they

company commenced outpost duty st four o'clock
and returned at two o'clock, on Monday moming.
During that time the right flank of the German
army was ocogaged wilh the left flank of the
British army slong the canal banks. This canal
runs parrallel with Mans and treaches were being
prepared. Then fighting commenced in reality
The Bergeant was one of fifty men on & plator
which the Gormans sttacked from the railwey
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Lochgelly, George Erskine 1881 Lochgelly, died 28"
November 1915, 106 Broad Street, Cowdenbeath, David
Morris Erskine 20™ May 1885, Lochgelly, and John
Erskine 1888, Lochgelly.

Decree of Divorce was pronounced by Lord Stormonth
Darling, Ordinary, in an action at the instance of Robert
Erskine, miner, 15 Hall Street, Lochgelly, against Mrs.
Elizabeth Morris or Erskine, his wife, residing at 214 St.
Clair Street, Sinclairtown, Kirkcaldy.

Robert Erskine died 18™ March 1907, Dysart, Fife,
(Cause of death, Malignant Stomach Disease. Elizabeth
Morris died 4™ May 1915 Thornton, Fife,(Cause of death
“Senility”) This death record states that Elizabeth died a
unmarried mill worker. C.F. Smellie, Poorhouse
Governor, was the informant.

. Dunfermline Journal 12" September 1914.

Sergeant George Erskine of the A and S Highlanders
arrived home on Saturday morning the victim of a wound
he sustained at Mons. He was removed to Netley, where
he recovered sufficiently to allow him to come home to
further recuperate. Sergeant Erskine who was called up
on the 5™ August was amongst the first to cross the



channel. Landing at Bolougne he was engaged till the 22" on regimental duties. On
the Saturday night they entrained for the front-arriving at a place ten miles from Mons
to where they marched. His company commenced outpost duty at four o’clock and
two o’clock on Monday morning. During that time the right flank of the German
army was engaged with the left flank of the British army along the canal banks. The
canal runs parallel with Mons and trenches were being prepared. Then fighting
commenced in reality. The sergeant was one of fifty men on a platoon which the
Germans attacked from the railway embankment so instantly that out of fifty, sixteen
were left and only ten unwounded as a rifle shot went into his waist and out at the
side, and immediately a brother was shot through the brain dead.

Still the sergeant fought on for three hours more with the Germans fifty yards away in
large numbers shooting a perfect hail of lead. Then they retired three miles and
withstood the attack for another three hours. Another retirement was made of three
miles, and sixteen were left to tell the tale of the fifty of whom along with Erskine
were taken to the hospital where he collapsed after his Kkilt and tunic were taken off
“but that I was wounded at the waist and thus supported by my belt | would never
have got that length” said the sergeant “as the tightness kept the wound closed, hence
he showed an ugly hole on each side of his body and the torn kilt and tunic. “The
bullet must have turned before it came out” he said, that is all my experience of the
fighting, three days, and now | am back to get better. Referring to the fighting he said
Germans don’t take aim, but put their rifles to their haunch and fire. “Their artillery
did a lot of damage. What they did was to send out an aeroplane, and shortly after
that the shells commenced to fall in, the aeroplane being the means of showing our
position. The British lost a lot of men that way, but they have attended to that now
and as soon as the aeroplane returns if it is not brought down, the position is changed.
At Mons the British could not locate the German artillery, and here was seen one
incident that will be long remembered in British history, the charge of the 9™ Lancers.
In order to locate the guns the Lancers, three or four hundred charged, and I will never
forget the scene all my life. | watched it through glassed a mile away. Right into
them they went and spiked some of the guns. They returned, and wonderful to state
they never lost a man going through them or back, but it was on returning that they
lost all the brave fellows only thirty returning. The enemy was astonished as one
German officer said who was captured; | thought hell had opened up.

Pension record.

George Erskine joined the A & S.H. 14™ March 1902, Lochgelly, he was 541 ins,
124 pounds, fresh complexion, grey eyes, brown hair, age at enlistment 21, Promoted
Sergeant 5 August 1914, He served in South Africa and India, serving in all 12 years
and 286 days. Wound Mons (Gun shot, flank,) George Erskine rejoined the A. &
S.H. 13th March 1914 with the rank of Corporal.

Dunfermline Press 4" December 1915.

Cowdenbeath Sergeant Killed, Sergeant George Erskine, 2" Aand S Highlanders,
who was the first Cowdenbeath soldier to return home, wounded in the first few days,
died at his residence in Broad Street, Cowdenbeath on Sunday Night. He was shot
through the side by a bullet in the first meeting with the enemy at Mons and the
wound was of such a nature that he was never able to take his place in the Army. He
tried light work at the colliery workshop but this he had to give up after some week’s



service, lately he was confined to bed. Sergeant Erskine put in eight years with the
colours and in the reserve before mobilisation. He leaves a Widow.

Sergeant Erskine was buried with full military honours on Thursday. The funeral was
most impressive, the coffin was conveyed on a gun carriage provided by the H.L.1.
Men of the regiment under Coy-Sergeant Major Heggie and Sergeant Frew, formed
the firing party and sergeants of the A.and S, Highlanders lowered the coffin into the
grave. A pipe band from the Stirling depot took part in the sad ceremony. Serg
Erskine was very well liked in the Town and one could see many signs of grief as the
cortege passed through the crowded streets. He was a true soldier and in his talks on
the war he displayed optimism regarding the success of the allies.

CowDRNIRATS, Soroten b YRO ' Edinburgh Evening News.

'\ Sergeant George Erskine, 2" Argyle & Sutherland

w =u| Highlanders, the first Cowdenbeath soldier to return

= | home wounded from the front, died last night. He took
part in the earliest fighting, and was shot through the
side in the retreat from Mons. His health Suffered and he was unable to continue his
work in the Army. Sergeant Erskine was eight years with the colours, and five in the
reserve before the war. He leaves a widow.

AR" FUNERAL AT @OWBENEEATHT | Dundee Courier 30" November 1915.

Ewan

Corporal David Ewan, 20413, Machine Gun Corps, formerly S/10466, Royal
Highlanders, Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Kirkcaldy, Residence Cowdenbeath, Killed
in Action 10" July 1918, Grave Reference 111.F.8. Barlin Communal Cemetery
Extension, Pas de Calais France.

EWAN, Cpl. David, 20413. 1st Bn. Machine,
Gun Corps. leled in action roth July, 1918
Age 25. Son of John and Isa Ewan, of White-
heather, Cowdenbeath, Fifeshire. III. F. 8. CW.G.C.

T Ry x% s« | Corporal David Ewan, was awarded the Victory Medal,
Dot British Medal, and also the 15 Star, his family would have




received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, David Ewan was an 8 year old Scholar living at 14 Broad Street,
Cowdenbeath, his family were Father John Ewan 35, occupation Grocer, Isabella
Ewan 37, John Ewan 6, Scholar, Andrew Ewan 4, Walter Ewan 2, William Ewan 4
months, and Catherine Miller 18, Servant.

By 1911, David Ewan was 18 years old, occupation Barman living at 16 Broad Street,
Cowdenbeath family were, John Ewan 45, Wine Merchant, Isa Ewan 49, married 19
years having 7 children with 7 still living, John Ewan 16, Barman, Andrew Ewan 14,
School, Walter Ewan 12, School, William Ewan 10, School, Effie 8, School, Mary
Ewan 2, and Ann Duff 44, Servant.
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Family

John Ewan was born 15™ August 1865 in Cowdenbeath he married Isabella Dryburgh
4™ December 1891 in Cowdenbeath, Isabella was born 25" July 1863 Dunfermline.
Isabella and John Ewan had 7 children, David Ewan 11™ April 1893, Cowdenbeath,
John Dryburgh Ewan born 16™ December 1894, Cowdenbeath, Andrew Ewan born 25
December 1897, Cowdenbeath, Walter Dryburgh Ewan born 9t December 1899,
Cowdenbeath, William Ewan born 20" November 1900, Cowdenbeath, Euphemia
Dryburgh Ewan born 1% March 1903, Cowdenbeath, Mary Macfarlane Ewan born 8"
August 1908, Cowdenbeath.

John Ewan was a Wine Merchant and owner of the Fountain Bar in Cowdenbeath he

died 13™ November 1933, Kinghorn. Isabella died 5™ May 1922 in Cowdenbeath.
(Information kindly supplied by Graham Rushforth, the Rushforth Family Tree)

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Ewing




Private Alexander Ewing, 245499, Formerly 2857, 14" (Fife and Forfar Yeo.)
Battalion, Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born Kirkcaldy, Enlisted Kirkcaldy,
Died 4™ December 1917, Egyptian Theatre of war, aged 21. Grave Reference
B.165.Deir El Belah War Cemetery, Palestine.

EWING, Pte. Alexander, 345499. 14th Bn.
Black Watch. Died of dysentery 4th Dec., 1917.
Age 21. Son of Alexander Ewing, of 149, Union
St., Cowdenbeath, Fife. Native of Kirkcaldy,
Fife. B. 165.

Private Alexander Ewing was awarded the Victory and
- British medals, his family would have received the Plaque
“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

Alexander Ewing married Ann Clark in 1888 in Dunfermline, Alexander Ewing Jnr
was the third born of six children.

In 1901, Alexander Ewing aged 4, son of Alexander Ewing 41, Occupation Boiler

Maker, Ann Ewing 39, Housewife, Mary Ewing 10, Scholar, James Ewing 8, Scholar

Jane Ewing 1, Address 3 Commercial Street, Pathead, Dysart.Fife.

By 1911, Alexander Ewing was a 15 year old working as a Miner, Pony Driver, he
was living with his family at 149 Union Street, Cowdenbeath, Fife, and the family
were Father Alexander Ewing 52, occupation Boilermaker, Mother Annie Ewing 51,
married 23 years and having 7 children of whom 6 are still living, children, Mary
Ewing 20, Pit Head Worker,

o | iy (i) 27 7 B | | . Inonusisacde

Alexander was born at Dysart in Fife where his father worked as a boilermaker. By
1911 the family, including his two brothers and two sisters, had moved to
Cowdenbeath and Alexander was working as a mine pony driver. The war saw him
enlist with the 14™ Fife & Yeomanry Battalion, becoming the 14™ Battalion Black
Watch in December 1916 in Egypt. Late 1917 saw the Battalion marching into
Palestine and engaging the Turks, but it wasn’t the Turks who got him it was the
Dysentery; Alexander's mother was not to know his fate, as she died from bronchitis
just over a month before him. Alexander’s Father, Alexander also died 1917.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Fairley

Private Henry Fairley, $/11681, 8" 10™ Battalion, Gordon Highlanders, Born
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Glasgow, Killed in Action, 10" April 1917, Grave reference,
Bay 8 and 9, Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

FAIRLEY, Pte. Henry, S/11681. 8th/roth Bn.
Gordon Highlanders. 1oth April, 1917.

Private Henry Fairley was awarded the Victory and British
Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, Henry Fairley aged 5, son of Bernard Fairley 38, occupation Pit Sinker,
Mother, Marian Fairley 33, Marian Fairley 14, Tailors Machine, Bernard Fairley 12,
Scholar, James Fairley 8, Scholar, Clara 3, Joseph 1, address Stevenson

Buildings, Broad Street, Cowdenbeath

1911 saw, Henry Fairley a 15 year old Scholar living at 64 Broad Street,
Cowdenbeath, with his parents and family who were, Father, Bernard Fairley 49,
occupation Miner, Mary Ann Fairley 43, James Fairley 18, Miner, Clare Fairley 13,
Scholar, Joseph Fairley 11, Scholar, James Fairley 9, Scholar.

Dunfermline Press 28" April 1917

Mrs Fairlie, 139 Broad Street, Cowdenbeath, has been officially informed that her
son, Private Henry Fairlie, Machine Gun Section, Gordon Highlanders, was killed in
action on the 9™ inst. Private Fairlie was in the employment of Messrs Scanlon and
Co, Solicitors, Glasgow and Cowdenbeath, when he enlisted in April 1916 he went to
the front three months later. He was twenty years of age.

West Fife Echo 2" May 1917.

Mrs Fairlie, 139 Broad Street, Cowdenbeath, has been
{7 Joih = oOfficially informed of the death in action of her son. Private
Henry Fairlie, Gordon Highlanders. Private Fairlie was before enlistment employed




by Messrs Scanlon and Company, solicitors, Glasgow, and Cowdenbeath. He enlisted
in April last year, and went to France 3 months later. He was twenty years of age.

Arras Offensive, April 1917, Gordon Highlanders History.

The 8" and 10™ Battalions had amalgamated in 1915 and in January 1917 carried out
a successful raid dressed in white to blend in with the snow. This was at the Butte de
Warlencourt. In April they were part of the Arras offensive and were pinned down by
heavy fire at Railway Triangle just east of the city of Arras. Eventually they battled
their way through and defeated the enemy. The 4™ and 5™ Battalions fought alongside
each other to help capture Vimy Ridge, 5 miles north of Arras, after a determined
attack by the Canadians and themselves, the 4™ suffering particularly badly. The 6™
Battalion also suffered heavy casualties but achieved their objective at Rolincourt.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Falconer

Corporal John Falconer, 3105,1%/7" Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)
Born Dalgety Fife, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Grave Reference, 1.B.55. Dartmoor
Cemetery Becordel-Becourt, Albert, Somme, France.

FALCONER, Cpl. John, 3105. 1st/7th Bn.
Black Watch. 28th July, 1916. Age 41. Son of
William and Janet Falconer ; husband of Elspeth
Beveridge Falconer, of 10, Arthur Place, Cowden-

beath. I. B. s5. CW.G.C

Corporal John Falconer, was awarded the British, Victory, and 15
Star, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1881, John Falconer age 5, living at 233, Stone Row, Beath,Fife, Father William
Falconer 46,occupation Pithead Banksman, born Dunfermline, Janet Falconer 36,
born Aberdour, James Falconer 19, Coal Miner, William Falconer 14, Coal Miner,
Alexander Falconer 9, School, Peter Falconer 3, Robert Falconer 1, Jean Falconer 1
month,

By 1891, John Falconer aged 15 was living at 15 Jordan Terrace, Wemyss, Fife,
occupation Pithead Worker, Father William Falconer 56, Pithead Contractor, Janet M



Falconer 48, Peter Falconer 14, Pithead Worker, Robert Falconer 12, Scholar, Jane
Falconer 11, Scholar,

Marriage, Elspeth Beveridge aged 20; married John Falconer aged 22, on the 15™ July
1898, Cowdenbeath, Fife,

Marriage 15™ July 1898 Cowdenbeath
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The 1901 census shows, John Falconer 25, occupation Coal Miner, Elspeth Falconer
23, William Falconer 1. Address 102 Burnside Place, Cowdenbeath.

In 1911, John Falconer 35, occupation Coal Miner, Elspeth Falconer 33, William
Falconer 11, Scholar, Janet Falconer 6, Scholar, David Falconer 3, Elspeth Falconer
10 Months, address 199 Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath.

Dunfermline Press 5" August 1916
A Fearless N.C.O.

Corporal. John Falconer, Trench Mortar Battery, who resided at Arthur
Place, accidently met with his death while performing his duties at the
front on July 27. He joined the Black Watch at the beginning of the
war, and recently was transferred to the above mentioned Battery. His officers had all
a good word to say for him, and his Captain, in a letter to his wife writes: - ‘May I
convey to you the sympathy of all the members of the Battery, officers and men, at
the loss of so fearless an N.C.O. as your husband was. The message we send is that
God may bless you and your five children and that yours may be a fond memory of
one who has done his duty’. Corporal Falconer was a son of the late Mr. William
Falconer, 79" Cameron Highlanders, who took part in the Crimean War. He was
connected with the Fife Militia for three years. His age was 41 years.

Dundee Courier August 1916

Cowdenbeath man Reported Killed, another Cowdenbeath Soldier, Private John
Falconer of the Black Watch is reported killed. The information was received by Mrs
Smith Burnside Place, in a letter from her son Lance-Sergeant David Smith, who
stated that Falconer was killed by the bursting by a bomb on Thursday. Falconer who




enlisted last year resided with his wife and five children at Arthur Place,
Cowdenbeath.

odud gt Dundee Courier August 1916.
Another Cowdenbeath. soldier, Private

{John Falooner, of the Black Watoh, is e
| ported killed.

|Saht. Boivraides Plece in B Jetier fovn ’.!::‘ Corporal John Falconer 3105, 7" Battalion Black
|ihat Fulooner was killed by the Bursting “+ Watch (Royal Highlanders) died at no 13 Field
[wnhl?:nmr:h sl Nl e i o Areer's Ambulance, France

Dunfermline Journal 5 August 19186.

il
il
L
2

ii
5k
E
iz
g fiilet
gl

Two other Cowdenbeath soldiers have made the supreme
T e e oior d ime s w2 | sacrifice-Private John Falconer. 1/7™ Black Watch,
Arthur’s Place, and Private Roland Blair of the R.A.M.C. Hall Street. Information re
Falconer was received by Mr Smith, Burnside Place, in a letter from her son, Lance
Sergeant David Smith, who stated that Falconer was killed by the bursting of a bomb
on Thursday. He leaves a widow and five of a family.

Soldiers Will.

In the event of my death | give the whole of my property and effects to my wife
Elspeth Beveridge Falconer, signed Private 3105, John Falconer, 1% May 1915.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Ferguson

Driver Gilbert Ferguson, T2/10908, K.O.S.B. (C.W.G.C. has Royal Army Service
Corps. M.T. Coy Headquarters, Attd 35" Inf Bde.) November 1918, Grave Reference
1.E.22. Valenciennes (St Roch) Communal Cemetery, Nord, France.

FERGUSON, Dvr. G., T2/10908. M.T. Coy?’
Royal Army Service Corps, attd. 35th Inf.
Bde. H.Q. 25th Nov., 1918. Age 25. Son
of James and Janet Ferguson, of Scotland. I.

il . CWGLC.

A .. Driver Gilbert Ferguson was awarded the Victory and British
Yy * Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
=@l = Penny” and scroll from King George V.




James Ferguson married Janet Penman 1882 in Tillicoultry, Clackmannanshire; they
had eight children on the 1911 census, eight of which were still living. Gilbert was the
second oldest son, born Tillicoultry.

In 1901, Gilbert Ferguson aged 8 living at 17 Middleton, Alva, Clackmannanshire,
and Father James Ferguson 39, occupation Water Inspector, Mother Janet Ferguson,
40, Robert Ferguson 16, Distillery Worker, Stro Penman Ferguson 14, Scholar, James
Ferguson 10. Scholar, William B.P.Ferguson 10, Scholar, John B.P.Ferguson 5,
David C.P. Ferguson 2, Drysdale A.P. Ferguson 8 months.

By 1911, Gilbert Ferguson aged 18, occupation Coal Miner, living at 169 Broad
Street, Cowdenbeath, family were, James Ferguson 50, occupation Plumber, Janet
Ferguson 50, married 28 years and bearing 8 children of whom 8 have survived,
James Ferguson 22, Coal Miner, John Ferguson 15, Butcher, David Ferguson 12,
School, Drysdale 10, School.
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C.W.G.C.

Valenciennes remained in German hands from the early days of the First World War
until 1-2 November 1918, when it was entered and cleared by the Canadian Corps;
5,000 civilians were found in the town. In November and December 1918, the 2nd,
57th, 4th Canadian and 32nd Casualty Clearing Stations were posted at Valenciennes
and the last of them did not leave until October 1919.

Soldiers Will

Gilbert Ferguson T2/10908, Driver K.O.S.B. In the event of my death I give the
whole of my property and effects to my Mother Mrs Janet Ferguson, 10 Burgh Road,
Cowdenbeath. 8/7/17

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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John Ferguson.

Possible record is 202076, John Ferguson, born 1893, Dunfermline, 1/6™ Black
Watch, Mother Maggie, Presumed dead 20" July 1918. There is a very short article
in the Dunfermline Journal 14™ September 1918. Address of Mother 153 Stenhouse
Street, Cowdenbeath.

Findlay

Private Donald Findlay, 20585, 10" Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)
Born Old Monkland, Lanarkshire, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 23" July
1918, Grave Reference, Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France.

FINDLAY, Pte. Donald, 20585. 10th Bn. The
Cameronians (Sco. Rif.). 23rd July, 1918.

ST 191445, - EESE
ol ly. i Private Donald Findlay, was awarded the Victory, British and
15 Star, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead

man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.
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In 1911, Donald Findlay aged 14 occupation Miner, living at 16 Kirkford Street,
Cowdenbeath, with Step-Father, Thomas Martin 50 Miner, Mother Agnes 44,
Brothers James Findlay 18, John Findlay 16, and Annie Martin Daughter 12, Agnes
Martin 10, School, Thos Martin 8, School, George Martin 5, School.
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The 10™ Battalion Scottish Highlanders were involved in the second battle of the
Marne which was the last great German offensive of WW1. The battle lasted from 20
July 1918 to 2" August 1918.The casualties were 115 Officers and 2,950 other ranks.



Finlayson

A/Sergeant James Walker Finlayson, 9734, 1% Battalion Black Watch (Royal
Highlanders) Born Dunfermline, Enlisted Lochgelly, Killed in Action 25" May 1916,
Grave Reference XVV111.F.3. Loos British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

FINLAYSON, Serjt. J., 9734. Ist Bn. Black
Watch. 25th May, 1916. XVIIL. F. 3.

TS *~ A/Sergeant James Finlayson, was awarded the Victory, British,
- medals and the 14 Star, his family would have received the
Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

ey

In 1891, James Finlayson aged 6, Scholar, son of Charles Finlayson 36, occupation
Farm Servant, Agnes Finlayson 29, Peter Finlayson 13, Scholar, Elizabeth Finlayson
9, Scholar, Charles Finlayson 1, Address 16 Sunnyside Farm Saline, Fife.

By 1911, James Finlayson 26, Born Dunfermline, 2" Battalion Black Watch,
Institution or Vessel, India, England.

James Walker Finlayson 28, Occupation Coal Miner, married Helen Slimmings Paton
28, occupation, Hall Cleaner, on the 2" June 1913 at Chapel, Manse, Natal Place,
Cowdenbeath, James Finlayson usual address 40 Lansdale Terrace, Auchtertool, and
Helen Slimmings Paton residence 129 Union Street, Cowdenbeath.
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Dunfermline Press 3" June 1916

Cowdenbeath Sergeant Killed, Unofficial word came to hand on Tuesday that
Sergeant James W Finlayson, Black Watch, whose home residence was in Union
Street, Cowdenbeath, had been killed at the front. Sergeant Finlayson was a reservist
when war broke out, and he took part in many stiff engagements during the present
war. He was wounded a few times, but always managed to recover sufficiently to go
back to the front. Hi parents reside at Lansdale Terrace. He leaves a widow and two
children.



n,  Black
illed ' in

NSRS Dundee Courier 31% May 1916

Cowdenbeath Sergeant Killed by Shell

Sergeant James W Finlayson, Black Watch, Cowdenbeath,
. has been killed in action. Sergeant Finlayson who served
through the Boer War re-enlisted at the outbreak of the
present war. He was wounded three times, but has returned
to the front line. A comrade on a letter home states that Finlayson was in a billet with
six others when it was struck by a shell and all the inmates were killed.

Deceased was employed at the Empire Theatre, Cowdenbeath, and was one of the
staff football team. He leaves a Widow and two of a family who reside at 59 Union
Street, Cowdenbeath.

SR T \West Fife Echo 7 June 1916.

Sergeant, James W Finlayson, of the Black Watch. Finlayson who
leave a widow and two of a family, at 59 Union Street, was a
reservist and rejoined at the outbreak of the war. He has been
wounded several times previously, Finlayson was well known
locally, and was one of the employees of the Empire Theatre. The
only intimation as yet at hand is conveyed in a letter from a Cowdenbeath soldier,
which states that Finlayson with six others was in a billet which was struck by a shell.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Black Watch 1% Battalion during the Great War.

1° Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1* (Guards) Brigade,
1% Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14", being amongst the first troops of the British
Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the
Winter Operations of 1914-15. In 1915 they were in action during The Battle of
Aubers and the Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the
Somme.

Fortune ~

Private James | Fortune, 39594, 11" Battalion Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment)
Formerly S/17047, Royal Highlanders, Born and Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in



action, 7" June 1917, Grave Reference Bay 1 and 2. Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais,
France. Also commemorated on family headstone in Beath Cemetery.

FORTUNE, Pte. James, 39594. 11th Bn. Royal
Scots. 7th June, 1917. Age 30. Son of James
and Isabella Fortune, of The Beeches, Cowden-
beath; husband of Hilda Maud Mary Fortune,
of 197, Stenhouse St., Cowdenbeath, Fife.

Private James Fortune was awarded the Victory and British
i - medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
o — man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

James Fortune married Isabella Moodie 15" October 1878,
Cowdenbeath, they went on to nave eight children, James Innes Fortune was the
second oldest, born 1888, Cowdenbeath.

In 1891, James Fortune aged 3, son of James Fortune 34, occupation Grocer & Wine
Merchant, Isabella Fortune 36, maiden name Moodie, John Fortune 9, Scholar,
William Fortune 8, Scholar, Thomas Fortune 3 months, Catherine Murray 15, General
Servant, Address 105 High Street, Cowdenbeath.

By 1901, James Fortune a 13 year old Scholar living at 72 High Street Cowdenbeath
with his Father James Fortune 44, occupation Grocer, Isabella Fortune 46, Lizzie
Fortune 21, School Teacher, William Fortune 18, Pupil, Thomas Fortune 10, Scholar,
Ella Fortune 7, Scholar.

The 1911 census shows, James Fortune was a 23 year old Assistant Grocer living at
72 High Street Cowdenbeath, his family were, Father James Fortune 54, occupation
Grocer, Mother Isabella 56, married 32 years and having 8 children of whom 6 are
still living, William Fortune 28, Thomas Fortune 20 Assistant Grocer, Isabella
Fortune 17, Assistant Grocer, the premises had 8 windows.
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James Fortune married Hilda Maud Mary Stevenson on the 8™ June 1914, at 17 Perth
Road Cowdenbeath; they had two children before his death.

Dunfermline Press 23" June 1917



Private James Fortune, Royal Scots, son of Mr James Fortune, Merchant,
Cowdenbeath, was killed in action on the 6™ inst. He joined the Army in August last,
and went to the front in December. Prior to enlistment he was Manager of his Fathers
business. His spare time was principally devoted to music. He was Twenty Nine
years of age, and leaves a Widow and two children. His three Brothers are serving in
the Army.

Brother Thomas Fortune 200695, enlisted in the Motorised Machine Gun Corps 18"
November 1915 aged 23, was promoted the Sergeant on the 20™ September 1915. He
was transferred to the 4™ Battalion Tank corps 1% December 1915. His father sent a
letter to his commanding officer explaining that one son had been killed a daughter
had died and his eldest son had also died. Sergeant Thomas Fortune was awarded the
British and Victory medals, the 14/15 Star, and the Military Medal.

u_:_.:ﬂ.';f;“..:uz';‘;,:_‘ Dunfermline Journal 16" June 1917.

: Information has been received that Pte James Fortune, Royal
i e, B S w5+ Scots, third son of Mr James Fortune, Merchant,
Cowdenbeath, was killed in action on the 6" inst.Pte Fortune
who was 29 years of age, enlisted in August 1916, and went to France in December of
the same year. Prior to going to the army he was manager of his father’s business.

He was a member of the local P.S.A. orchestra, and was very popular in the district.
Pte Fortune leaves a widow and two sons. Three brothers are in the army. (Exact
same article in West Fife Echo)

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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James Fortune.

Fortune =

Captain John Fortune, 27" Royal Army Medical Corps, died 27" December 1918,
Mesopotamia, Grave reference, Panel 5 Column 1, Tehran Memorial, Iran.

FORTUNE, Capt. John. Royal Army Medical
Corps, attd. 27th Casualty Clearing Station. 27th
Dec., 1918.

e T Captain John Fortune was awarded the British and Victory
e o ] Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.




John Fortune was born 13" May 1881, Father James Fortune, Mother Isabella
Moodie, Cowdenbeath.

In 1891, John Fortune was a 9 year old Scholar living at 105 High Street,
Cowdenbeath with his family, Father James Fortune 34, Grocer and Wine Merchant,
Mother Isabella Fortune 36, William Fortune 8, Scholar, James Fortune 3, Thomas
Fortune 3 months, Catherine Murray 15, Domestic Servant.

In 1901, John Fortune aged 19 was a Medical Student boarding with the Fowler
family at 33 Tarvit Street, Edinburgh.

John Fortune was a 29 year old Assistant Medical Officer of Health, Boro Council,
boarding with the Halls family at 180 St Helens Street, Ipswich.
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John Fortune married Eleanora McFarlane Robertson Smith 1914, in Kirkintilloch,
Dunbartonshire. They had one son Hamish, born 1915, Newcastle.

Dunfermline High School Roll of Honour

1901 student of Medicine,33 Tarvit Street Edinburgh, John Fortune, M.D., D. P.I 1.,
Captain, 27" Casualty Clearing Station, R.A.M.C. Joined, June 1917. Was sent out to
Mesopotamia. Promoted Captain in July 1918. Died on Service, 27" Dec. 1918. Son
of Mr James Fortune, The Beeches, Cowdenbeath

Casualty Clearing Stations

The Casualty Clearing Station was part of the casualty evacuation chain, further back
from the front line than the Aid Posts and Field Ambulances. It was manned by troops
of the Royal Army Medical Corps, with attached Royal Engineers and men of the
Army Service Corps. The job of the CCS was to treat a man sufficiently for his return
to duty or, in most cases, to enable him to be evacuated to a Base Hospital. It was not
a place for a long-term stay.

Probate Record 14" November 1919

FORTUNE John of 25 Marsh-parade Newcastle-under-Lyme
Staffordshire died 27 December 1918 at 27th Casualty
Clearing Station Mesopotamia Administration (with Will)
London 14 November to Eleanora McFarlane Robertson
Fortune widow. Effects £2964 6s. 4d.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Frame

Private William Frame, 2122, 2" Battalion Black Watch, Born
Edinburgh, Enlisted Edinburgh, died of wounds 30™ November 1914, No 2
Hospital Le Harve, France. Grave Reference DIV. 14. G.1.Ste Marie Le
Harve, France.

FRAME, Pte. William, 2122. 2nd Bn. Black
Watch. 3oth Nov., 1914. Age 23. Son of
James and Jane Frame, of 4, Murdoch Terrace,

Hdinbursh D: G
siogs v o e e i 3 . CW.G.C.

e

vome 774t s o Private William Frame was awarded the British and Victory
~ medals, 14 Star and Clasp; his family would have received the
L Tyt Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.
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James Frame married Janet Malcolm 1885, in St Andrews, Edinburgh. They went on
to have eleven children.

In 1911, William Frame was a 19 year old Miner living at 118 Stenhouse Street,
Cowdenbeath, with his family, Father James Frame 47, occupation Carter (General)
born Temple Midlothian, Mother Janet Frame 48, married 25 years and having 11
children of which 6 are still alive,(Born Humbie East Lothian) James Frame 16, Coal
Miner (Born Edinburgh) Helen Frame 11, School, (Born Edinburgh) Janet Frame 10,
School, (Born Maryhill Lanarkshire) Laura Frame 8, School, (Born Glasgow)
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Dunfermline Press 5" December 1914

Mr James Frame 131 Stenhouse Street, Cowdenbeath, received information from
number 2 Hospital, Havre, France, yesterday that his son William of the Black Watch
(2" Battalion) had died from his wounds on 30" November. Private Frame joined
the regiment in July 1911 and after being stationed at Limerick for a short time he
then went to Edinburgh Castle, and afterwards to Cawnpore India. Last year he was
attached to the Middlesex Regiment as a Telegraphist. After war broke out he re-
joined the Black Watch who came with the Indian Regiment to the front.

At the end of last week he wrote to his parents as follows, | am lying at Havre. | was
wounded by a bomb all over the legs. | was being sent to England, but as | was too
bad to be taken further, but you need not worry. The Sisters and Doctors say my legs
will come all right. 1 have been through an operation already. 1 will close now with
real Love

In an earlier post card from the fighting line he wrote, Dear Father and Mother |
received your letter and was glad to learn you were all right. 1 am keeping well
myself, always doing my bit, so you need not be afraid that | am not doing my duty as
well as James and George. | expect they have enlisted for the time of the war only. |
will look for a letter soon.

Mt Frames other sons are in the Black Watch and R.A.M.C. Much symphony is being
extended towards the family in their sad loss.

OURENESE™  Dundee Courier 7™ December 1914

Another of Cowdenbeath’s sons has died fighting for his country in
Private Wm Frame, 2" Battalion Black Watch. Private Frame was
wounded by a bomb, his legs being very seriously injured. He was
operated on in a hospital at Havre, and the Doctors said that he
would have full use of his legs when he was better. Frame’s father
who resides at 131 Stenhouse Street has received information from

E— the Hospital authorities that his son died there on November 30™.
Private Frame joined the Regiment in July 1911, and was stationed at Limerick for
some time and afterwards at Edinburgh Castle, going from there to Cawnpore, India.
He was attached to the Middlesex Regiment last year as a Telegraphist and after the
war broke out he re-joined the Black Watch. Frame has one Brother in the Black
Watch and another in the R.A.M.C.

@i No 2 Field Hospital Harve.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Black Watch 2" Battalion.

2" Battalion, The Black Watch were serving in Bareilly, India with the Bareilly
Brigade in Meerut Division when war broke out in August 1914. They were
mobilized and sailed for France on the 21* of September 1914, landing at Marseilles
on the 12™ of October, crossing France by train to join the British Expeditionary
Force. On the 30™ November 1914 the 2" Battalion was in reserve in the Zelobes
area, Pas de Calais.

Fraser

Private Alexander Fraser, 32856, 1 Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers, Formerly
$/10028, Born Abbotshall, Fife, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 26"
September 1917. Grave Reference XV1.C.17. Tyne Cot Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium.

FRASER, Pte. A., 32856. 1st Bn. Royal Scots
Fusiliers. 26th Sept., 1917. XVI.. C. 17.

“zse » = Private Alexander Fraser, was awarded the Victory, British
Medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have received the
=« Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, Alexander Fraser was a 7 year old Scholar living at 45 Links Street,
Kirkcaldy, with his Father Alexander Fraser 41, occupation Aerator Worker Bottler,
Mother Isabella Fraser 36, William D Fraser 6, Scholar, and Hugh Fraser 3.

The 1911 census shows, Alexander Fraser was a 17 year old General Labourer in
Aeriated Water Works, living at 87 Pratt Street, Kirkcaldy, Family were Father
Alexander Fraser 51, occupation Bottler Aeriated Water Works, Mother Isabella
Fraser 45, married 18 years and bearing 4 children of whom 4 are still alive, William
Fraser 16, General Labourer, Hugh Fraser 13, Scholar, David Fraser 8.

.
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Private Alex Fraser R.S.F. who had seen three years’ service, and who previously a
member of the old Fife militia, has been killed in action. He leaves a widow and three
children.

Soldiers Will

No 32856, Private Alexander Fraser, In the event of my death | give the whole of my
belongings to my wife Elizabeth Fraser 46 Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath.

The 1°' Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers in September 26™ 1917 were involved in The
Battle of Polygon Wood, Belgium,

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Fraser

Sergeant William Fraser, 328, 1 /7" Battalion Black Watch (Royal
Highlanders) born Prestonpans, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died of
Wounds, 17" June 1917, Grave Reference 11.C.37. Lillers Communal
- Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

FRASER, Serjt. W, 328. 7th Bn. Black Watch.
17th June, 1915. II. C. 37.

C.W.G.C.
e ~ Sergeant William Fraser, was awarded the Victory, British,
7z . 7 Medals and the 15 Star, his family would have received the

Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

Janet Fraser had four illegitimate children, David, Wilhelmina, Janet, and William.

In 1891, William Fraser was a 6 year old Scholar living at Pipers Wynd, Prestonpans,
family were Mother Janet Fraser 39, Field Worker.

By 1901, William Fraser 16 year old Miner living at 59 Sligo Street, Ballingry, Fife,
family were Step-Father William Archibald 40, occupation Coal Miner, Mother Janet
Archibald 49, Eliza Archibald 8, Scholar.



William Fraser married Williamina McKay Mitchell 1906 in Cowdenbeath.

In the 1911 census, William Fraser was a 26 year old Coal Miner living at 5 Randolph
Street, Cowdenbeath, with his wife Williamina 25, married 4 years having 2 children
of which 2 are living, son William 2, and daughter Janet 10 months.
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Dunfermlme Press 3IrOI July 1917.

Sergeant William Fraser 1/7" Black Watch, 50 Arthur Street, Cowdenbeath. Died in
Hospital in France on 19" June as the result of wounds received in action. He is
survived by a Widow and three children.

Dundee Courier 5th July 1917

FRESTONPANS MEN KILLED AND
} MIS2ING

Serge. William Fraser «h Black 't‘na- -
native of Prestospans, b I.- L
killed in actson ﬂev Frases -n for

Prestonpans Men Killed and Missing

MM :':r.r-_-':'m: .-‘uoﬁ h""".n:::“‘ T th -
o e e oz O€rgt William Fraser 47 Black Watch a native of
. & 90m of Mr Peter Fraser, Crows

i = mmme  Prestonpans has officially reported killed in action. Sergt

lm‘nl“—'l'a-—. men W

Fraser was for some years resident in Cowdenbeath
District where his wife and three children reside.

Dunfermline Journal 3" July 1915.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Frew =



Private George Frew, 291196 previously 4100, 7" (Fife) battalion Black Watch
(Royal Highlanders, Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Lochgelly, Killed in Action 25"
April 1917, Grave Reference, Bay 6, Arras Memorial. Pas de Calais, France.

FREW, Pte. George, 291196. 7th Bn. Black
Watch. 2s5th April, 1917. Stepson of Mrs.
Ida M. Frew, of 8, Bouverie St., Rutherglen,
Glasgow. His brothers James and William also

fell. CW.G.C.

TREW »& R.i-fi‘glixrsr ”of“ :;';fgi
e ~ Private George Frew, was awarded the Victory, British, Medals
s e and the 15 Star, his family would have received the Plaque

“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

William Frew married Janet Izatt 16™ April 1880, Beath, Fife,
Janet was a factory hand linen spinner living at 65 Woodmill Street, Dunfermline,
Fife, and William was a coal miner living at Hill of Beath. Janet died 1899,
Cowdenbeath.

In 1901, George Frew aged 7, Scholar, patient at Parkneuk Combination Hospital,
Dunfermline.

By 1911, George Frew was an 18 year old Miner living at 153 Foulford Road,
Cowdenbeath with his family who were Father William Frew 50, Widower,
occupation Coal Miner, David son of wife 27, Coal Miner, Janet Frew 21, James Frew
15, Coal Miner, Isa McDonald 41, born England.

Dunfermline Press 19" May 1917.

Private George Frew, Black Watch, son of Mr Wm Frew, Glasgow, and Brother-in-
Law of Mr Neil Morrison, Union Street, Cowdenbeath, with whom he resided, was
killed in action on 23" April. He joined the Army in May 1915, and went to the front
18 months ago. On enlistment he was working in the Gordon Pit, Raith Colliery. He
was 23 years of age. A Brother, Private James Frew, Black Watch, nineteen years of
age was killed in action a year ago.

7" Battalion Black Watch
74 Battalion, The Black Watch was a Territorial unit based at St Andrews under

command of the Black Watch Brigade, when war broke out in August 1914. They
were mobilized and moved to Queensferry to man the Forth Defences. In November
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1914 they moved to the Tay Defences. On the 16" of April 1915 they moved to
Bedford to join 2" Highland Brigade in Highland Division and prepare for
deployment overseas. They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 2" of
May 1915. On the 12" of May the formation was renamed 153" Brigade, 51%
(Highland) Division and concentrated in the area of Lillers, Busnes and Robecqg. In
1917 they took part in the Arras Offensive, The Battle of Pilkem Ridge, The Battle of
Menin Road Ridge and the Cambrai Operations.

Soldiers Will

Private George Frew, 291196, 7" Battalion Black Watch, R.H. In the event of my
death I give the whole of my Property/Effects to my Sister Mrs Neil Morrison, 100
Union Street, Cowdenbeath.

Sister Nellie Morrison was credited with £9.0.0. On 15/12/19 legal representative.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Private James Frew, 4108, A Company 1%/ 7" Battalion Black Watch
(Royal chhthanders) Born Dunfermline, Enlisted Lochgelly, Died of
wounds 7" May 1916, Grave Reference 1.B.26. Aubigny Communal
Cemetery Extension.Pas de Calais, France.

FREW, Pte. James, 4108. “A” Coy. 1st 7th Bn.
Black Watch. Died of wounds 7th May, 1916.
Age 19. Son of the late Mr. "md Mrs. William
Frew, of Hill of Beath, Crossgates, Fife. 1.

B. 26.

Teew S0 private James Frew, was awarded the Victory, British, Medals
e andthe 15 Star, his family would have received the Plague
s | “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

: = William Frew married Janet Izatt 16th April 1880, Beath, Fife,
Janet was a factory hand linen spinner living at 65 Woodmill Street, Dunfermline,
Fife, and William was a coal miner living at Hill of Beath. Janet died 1899,
Cowdenbeath



In 1901, James Frew was a 4 year old living in Hill of Beath,Fife, his family were,
Father William Frew 40, occupation Coal Miner, Mother Isabella Frew 31, John Frew
18, Coal Miner, David Frew 17, Driver at Pit, Helen Frew 13, Scholar, Janet Frew 4,
Scholar, William Frew 8, Scholar, James Frew 4, Scholar.

William Frew’s wife Isabell Frew died in 1896 in Dunfermline; he married Isa
McDonald in 1911 also in Dunfermline.

By 1911, James Frew was a 15 year old Miner living with his family at 153 Foulford
Road Cowdenbeath; the family were Father William Frew 50 occupation Coal Miner,
David 27 Son of wife, George 18 Coal Miner, Janet Frew 21, George Frew 18 Miner,

Isa McDonald.

Dunfermline Journal 17" June 1916.
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Private James Frew of the 1/7" Black Watch has been killed in
action. He is one of the four sons of Mr William Frew who
joined the army at the outbreak of the war. The other brothers
are Private George Frew and Private William Frew, of the
1/7" Black watch and Sapper John Frew of the Royal
Engineers. A sister is Mrs N Morrison 100 Union Street,
Cowdenbeath. His companions of the platoon to which he
belongs keenly felt his death, and Mr Frew has received a
letter of sympathy from them expressing their great regret, in
closing they express themselves thus — “Dear Jimmy, lad
could we but see his cheery face and grip his hand once again,

but by God’s own will he be laid to rest in a foreign land, yes laid to rest neath the soil
of France, far from where he was born, but tis a soldiers grave he is lying in, with a
soldiers coat shell torn. For nine long months he fought by us, but the hardships could
not break his cheery nature and his noble spirit, although like the rest of us all at
stake. Day in day out he faced the danger and ruthless foe, and even when they struck
him down was his cheery nature broken No! Carefully he was tended to and borne

from the trench this day, but though it was a fatal wound he quietly bore his lot, and
peacefully passed away — J.R.S.

COWDENBEATH SOLDIER
KILLED IN ACTION.
Prizat J ""”»"-_'-r'!'n

Soldiers Will.

Dundee Courier 12" June 1916.

Cowdenbeath Soldier Killed in Action. Private James Frew,
Black Watch, son of Mr William Frew, Cowdenbeath, has
been killed in action. Two of his Brothers are in the 1%97"
Black Watch, while another is a Sapper in the Royal
Engineers.



James Frew, 4108, Private, died at 30 Casualty Clearing Station, France, In the event
of my death | give £10 between my Father and Mother, and £5 between my Brothers,
signed James Frew.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.

Frew =

Private William Frew, 291197, (Brother George 291196) 7" Battalion Black Watch,
(Royal Highlanders) Born Cowdenbeath, enlisted St Andrews, Killed in Action 24"
October 1918, Grave Reference, A.12. Thiant Communal Cemetery, Nord, France.

V, Pte. W., 291197. ‘Ist/7tl; Bn. Black

i _{&E% Private William Frew, was awarded the Victory, British,
2 Medals and the 15 Star, his family would have received the

B Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
| V.

In 1901, William Frew was an 8 year old Scholar living with his family in
Cowdenbeath, Father William Frew 40, Coal Miner, Mother Isabella Frew 31, John
Frew 18, Drawer in Pit, David Frew 17, Driver in Pit, Helen Frew 13 Scholar, Janet
Frew 11, Scholar, James Frew 4.

By 1911, Wm Frew age as 21, occupation Coal Miner, Status Single, Boarding in 18-
20, St Cuthbert, Carlisle, Cumberland. Born Cowdenbeath.
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Soldiers Will

Private William Frew, 291197, 1°/7" Black Watch. In the event of my death I give
the whole of my property to my wife Christina, 47 School Street, Cowdenbeath.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Elias Fyfe was born 23" May 1895, Cowdenbeath, Fife, Scotland, son of John Fyfe
and Euphemia Rennie. John and Euphemia had at least five children. Elias Fyfe died
5t January 1919, in Cowdenbeath. No Medal record found, no C.W.C.G. record, no
draft record, no local newspaper entries.

Top of the Document
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Galbraith

Private John W Galbraith, 16696, 1% Battalion Royal Scots
Fusiliers, Born New Cumnock Ayrshire, Enlisted Cowdenbeath,
Died of Wounds 16" June 1915, Grave Reference Panel 19. and 33.
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial.

GALBRAITH, Pte. John Watson, 16696. 1st Bn.
Royal Scots Fusiliers. 16th June, 1915. Age 18.
Son of John and Lizzie Galbraith, of Burnside
Cottage, Kingseat, Fife.

C.W.G.C.
(Rt R 16646 . i .
aaezram ——  —— —— Private John Watson Galbraith, was awarded the Victory,
[ - I British, Medals and the 15 Star, his family would have
g é/ﬁ o il received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from

King George V.



John Galbraith Sn married Lizzie Watson 1892 in New Cumnock, Ayrshire. They
had six children; John was the second oldest son.

In 1901, John Galbraith aged 4 was living with his family at 98 Castle Buildings, New
Cumnock, Father John Galbraith 29, occupation Pumping Engineman, Lizzie
Galbraith 27, Robert Galbraith 7, Scholar, Mary Galbraith 5, Scholar, John Galbraith
4, Thomas Galbraith 2, Mary Watson 70, Mother in Law.

By 1911, John Galbraith was a 14 year old Scholar living in Auchterderran with his
family who were, Father John Galbraith 39, occupation Engineman Stationary, Coal
Pit, Mother Elizabeth Galbraith 37, married 18 years and having 6 children of whom 6
are still living, Robert Galbraith 17, Coal Miner, Mary Galbraith 15, Coal Cleaner,
Thomas Galbraith 12, School, Joseph Galbraith 10, School, Martha Galbraith 4.
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Dunfermline Press 20" May 1916.

Mr and Mrs J Galbraith, 181 Stenhouse Street, Cowdenbeath, have been officially
notified that their son Pte John W Galbraith R.S.F. previously reported missing has
died of wounds received in action on 16™ June 1915. He was eighteen years of age.
Prior to enlistment he was employed as a Miner in the Fife Coal Company’s No 11
Pit, Lumphinnans, Cowdenbeath.

CORDENBRATH 10RSER Dunfermline Journal 27*" May 1916.
Lot woar Private Joh W, Galoesith, of the Last year Private John W Galbraith, of the
RSK, 18] Stahouse Sired was vportod e | R-S-F. 181 Stenhouse Street, was reported
ing after an engagement oo the J0h Juns His | mMissing after an engagement on the 16™ June.
pfeaty bave pow boes offslly wiomed tet | His parents have been officially informed that
m" W nd died of wounds meevid o that | their son had died of wounds on that date. (West
' ‘ Fife Echo had the same story 24™ May 1916)

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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War Diary 1% Battalion Royal Scots 1916.

Gardner ~

Corporal James Gardner, 9988, 6™ Battalion Queens Own Cameron Highlanders,
Born Scoonie, Fife, Enlisted Dunfermline, Killed in Action 13" July 1917, Grave
Reference 1.M.17. Brandhoek Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

GARDNER, Cpl. J., 9988. 6th Bn. Cameron
Highlanders. Killed in action 13th July, 1917.
Age 24. Husband of Maggie Gardner, of 1/11th
St., Bowhill, Cardenden, Fife. I. M. 17. CW.G.C

Medal Roll not found, but would have received the Victory, British, Medals and the
15 Star.

Robert Gardner married Wilhelmina Thomson in 1886, Auchterderran, Fife; they had
at least seven children with James being the oldest of three sons.

In 1901, James Gardner was an 8 year old Scholar living at 4 Aitken Place Leven,
Family were, Father Robert Gardner 39, occupation Coal Miner, born Glasgow,
Mother Wilhelmina Gardner 34, born Ladybank, Jessie A Gardner 14, Mill Worker,
Helen A Gardner 12, Scholar, Wilhelmina T Gardner 11, Scholar, Agnes G Gardner
9, Scholar, John T Gardner 5, Robert A Gardner 2, Annabelle G.B.T.Gardner 1,
James Gardner 71, Father, Pensioner.

By 1911, James Gardner was an 18 year old Miner staying with his family 13 Eighth
Street, Auchterderran, his family were, Father Robert A Gardner 43, occupation Coal
Miner, Wilhelmina Gardner 44, married 25 years and bearing 12 children of whom 8
are still living, John T Gardner 15, Coal Miner, Robert A Gardner 12, School,
Annabelle G.B.T. Gardner 11, School, David Gardner 9, School, Andrew P.A.
Gardner 5, George Johnstone 2, Grandson.
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James Gardner married Maggie Herd Penman 1% January 1912 in Masonic Hall,
Dysart, Fife, James was a coal miner living at 254 North Lumphinnans, Ballingry, and
Maggie born 1895, Auchterderran, was a millworker living at 47 Edington Place,
Dysart. They had two children, Mary Smith Gardner born 29™ October 1912; Mary
married William Dryburgh 1* June 1924, Mary Smith Gardner died 18" May 1990,
Kirkcaldy.

Dunfermline Press 14" October 1916

Taken from an entry about his missing Brother John T Gardner. Private James
Gardner, Cameron Highlanders, now in Hospital with an attack of Trench Fever, has
been twice wounded, and he like the youngest son, Private Robert Gardner R.A.M.C.
has been at the front for about a year and three months.

rammomo cowoensars o, |- Dunfermline Journal October 14™ 1916,

e bem # [ Private John T Gardner, Royal Scots, officially
Sl e acty rohinsonn, selming o St | reported missing since the 15" of September, is the
. e ¢ second of three soldier sons of Mr Robert A Gardner, 8
B e irie oot ™ ™ | Moss-side Road, Cowdenbeath. He is 21 years of age,
and has been at the front for a year and ten months. He
was one of the early volunteers enlisting only a week after war broke out. His brother
Private James Gardner, Cameron Highlanders, now in hospital with an attack of
trench fever, has been twice wounded, and he, like the youngest son, Private Robert
Gardner, R.A.M.C. has been at the front about a year and three months.

Dunfermline Journal 15" September 1917.

Corporal James Gardner (25) killed in action, was employed as a miner prior to
enlistment three years ago. He had been over two years at the front, and was twice
seriously wounded, besides suffering from trench fever. He had one brother killed,
and another is still serving, he has left a widow and two of a family, who reside at
Eleventh Street, Bowhill, Fife. (Same article in West Fife Echo September 1917)

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.

I

6" Cameron Highlanders 12"/13" July 1917.

In the Battalion History on the night of the 12"/13™ July 1917 a paragraph entitled
“Mustard Gas Havoc” The Germans launched 1000 shells of that substance into Ypres



where the Company of the 6™ Cameronians were billeted in a Convent-almost the
whole lot (200 men) got a strong dose. One Officer and 36 Men later died.

Gardner ~

Guardsman John T Gardner, 9199, Royal Scots, Born Scoonie, Fife, Enlisted
Edinburgh, Residence Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 15" September 1915, Grave
Reference X1.F.10.Guards Cemetery, Lesboeufs, Somme, France.

GARDNER, Pte. J., 9199. 1st Bn. Scots Guards.

15th Sept., 1916. XI. F. r10. CW.GC

Ui 1) Whar et o et
Ouopaieni— BEE 1914

Guardsman John T Gardner, was awarded the Victory,

British, Medals and the 14 Star, and Clasp, his family would
i . have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
sttt L el from King George V.

&) IGRADNER, Jent Jal By g

.| In 1901, a 5 year old John T Gardner was living with his
family at 4 Aitken Place, Leven, Family were, Father Robert
Gardner 39, occupation Coal Miner, born Glasgow, Mother Wilhelmina Gardner 34,
born Ladybank, Jessie A Gardner 14, Mill Worker, Helen A Gardner 12, Scholar,
Wilhelmina T Gardner 11, Scholar, Agnes G Gardner 9, Scholar, Robert A Gardner 2,
Annabelle G.B.T.Gardner 1, James Gardner 71, Father, Pensioner.

By 1911, John T Gardner was a 15 year old Miner living with his family at 13 Eighth
Street, Auchterderran, his family were, Father Robert A Gardner 43, occupation Coal
Miner, Wilhelmina Gardner 44, married 25 years and bearing 12 children of whom 8
are still living, Robert A Gardner 12, School, Annabelle G.B.T. Gardner 11, School,
David Gardner 9, School, Andrew P.A. Gardner 5, George Johnstone 2, Grandson.
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Dunfermline Press 14" October 1916.

Private John T Gardner, Royal Scots, officially reported missing since the 15"
September, is the second of the three Soldier sons of Mr Robert A Gardner, 8 Moss-
side Road, Cowdenbeath. He is twenty-one years of age and has been at the front for
a year and ten months. He was one of the early volunteers, enlisting only after a week

Dunfermline Journal October 14" 1916.

Seu ,,_i?-,;  yan of age, and b bem w | Private John T Gardner, Royal Scots, officially
B il i o ool e | reported missing since the 15" of September, is the




second of three soldier sons of Mr Robert A Gardner, 8 Moss-side Road,
Cowdenbeath. He is 21 years of age, and has been at the front for a year and ten
months. He was one of the early volunteers enlisting only a week after war broke out.
His brother Private James Gardner, Cameron Highlanders, now in hospital with an
attack of trench fever, has been twice wounded, and he, like the youngest son, Private
Robert Gardner, R.A.M.C. has been at the front about a year and three months.

| cowmesmearw sors auano xnaen | Dunfermline Journal 7" July 1917.

ot el to hove beem Nilled on shes due | Mr Gardner, 8 Moss-side Road, received

' = | intimation from the war office on Monday that

; Seperst | his son Private John T Gardner, Scots Guards,

 ean v who was reported missing September 15™ 1916,
is now presume to have been killed on that date.

Private Gardner, who was 21 years of age and a miner in Moss-side colliery prior to

enlisting on August 12" 1914, is one of three brothers who enlisted about the same

time. The brothers who are on active service are Lance-Corporal James Gardner,

Cameron Highlanders, and Private Robert A Gardner, R.A.M.C.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effect.
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1° Battalion Scots Guards

On the 15™ September 1915 the 1% Battalion Scots Guards were involved in the he
Battle of Flers—Courcelette a battle within the Franco-British Somme Offensive which
took place in the summer and autumn of 1916. Launched on 15 September 1916 the
battle went on for one week. The battle is significant for the first use of the tank.

Garrie

Private Andrew H Garrie, 27885, 9" Battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) Born
Ballingry, Enlisted Perth, Residence Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 3" May 1917,
Grave Reference Bay 6, Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Family headstone in
Beath cemetery, Cowdenbeath.

GARRIE, Pte. Andrew, 27885. oth Bn. The
Cameronians (Sco. Rif.). 3rd May, 1917. CW.G.C

Andrew Garrie married Margaret Page Hunter on the 31% December 1875,
Auchterderran, Fife, Alexander was a Journeyman Baker and Maggie was a linen
Factory worker, both living at Lochgelly, Auchterderran,


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Somme_%281916%29

Private Andrew H Garrie, (Medal Card no found) would have been awarded the
British, Victory, Medals, and the 15 Star, and the 14 Star, and Clasp, his family would
have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1881, Andrew Hunter Garrie aged 2, born 1879 Auchterderran, son of Alexander
Garrie 25, occupation Baker (Journeyman) Margaret Garrie 26, Alexander Garrie 4,
the family were living at 63 High Street, Lochgelly.

By1891, 12 year old Scholar Andrew Garrie son of Alexander Garrie 35, occupation
Baker, Margaret Garrie 36, Alexander Garrie 14, Bakers son, Isabella Garrie 5,
Scholar, John Garrie 2, Address 195 High Street, Cowdenbeath.

In 1901, Andrew Garrie 22, occupation Coal Miner, living with his Family at 6 Hill
Street, Cowdenbeath, Family were, Father Alexander Garrie 45, Baker, Mother
Margaret Garrie 46, Housewife, Alexander Garrie 24, Coal Miner, Bella Garrie 15,
Butchers Ass, John Garrie 12, Scholar, Kate Garrie 8, Scholar.
The 1911 census shows, Andrew Garrie 32, occupation miner, living at 125 Hill
Street, Cowdenbeath, Father, Alexander Garrie 55 Baker, Mother Maggie Garrie 56,
married 35 years and bearing 6 children of whom 5 are still living, Kate Garrie
19.House name Rinetta.
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Mrs A Garrie, Alexander Street, Cowdenbeath, received
official intimation yesterday that her husband Andrew
Garrie of the Scottish Rifles is presumed to have been
killed in action. Garrie who was well known in local

circles, was wounded on May 3™ 1917, was taken to a
Clearing Station. Later was being taken to a Hospital but

nothmg has been heard of the party since, Garrie who was the son of Mr Alexander
Garrie, Baker, leaves a Widow and one of a Family.
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Andrew Hunter Garrie aged 33, married Martha Whyte Moffat 25, 24" January 1913,
Manse, Kinross.

. Golden Wedding Anniversary Alexander Garrie and
- Margaret Page Hunter Married December 31% 1875.

Alexander Garrie died 14" July 1932 aged 76, in
Cowdenbeath, Margaret Page Garrie nee Hunter died
11" June 1950 aged 95.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Gibb

2" Lieutenant Richard Gibb, 1% Battalion Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders,
Killed in Action, 11" May 1915, Grave Reference Panel 42 and 44, Ypres (Menin
Gate) Memorial. West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

. CW.GC.
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Queen’s South Africa 1899-1902, 4 clasps, Modder River, Paardeberg, Driefontein,
Transvaal (4365 Sergt. A. & S. Highrs.); King’s South Africa, 2 clasps (4365 Sergt.
A. & S. Highrs.); 1914-15 Star (2. Lieut., A. & S. Highrs.); British War and Victory



Medals, with M.I.D. oak leaf (2.Lieut.); Army L.S. & G.C., E.VIIL.R. (4365 Q.M.
Sergt. A. & S. Hdrs.)
T .o/~ ) 2" Lieutenant Richard Gibb, 1* Battalion, Argyll and
(#4 | Sutherland Highlanders, who was killed in action at Ypres
(4 bl Beggl 2 L7 o the 12 May, 1915, was the fourth son of the late
LY. /7. (.| Francis Moray Gibb, of Cowdenbeath. He was born on 4™
2. 40| January 1876, at Fordell, Aberdour, Fife, and was educated
— ’ at Cowdenbeath. In January 1892, he enlisted in the 1*
Battalion, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, with which he served in the South
African War with the rank of Sergeant, and received the Queen’s medal with four
clasps and the King’s medal with two clasps. He also held the Good Conduct medal.
He accompanied his battalion to Malta in 1909 and thence to India in 1912. When the
war broke out he had risen to the rank of Sergeant-Major, and, in December 1914,
after twenty-three years’ service, he received his commission, as 2" Ljeutenant. He
was mentioned in Sir John French’s Despatch of 31° May 1915, for gallant and
distinguished services in the field.

In 1881. 5 year old Richard Gibb, Scholar, living at 168 Bridge End, Cowdenbeath,
his family were, Father Francis Gibb 39, occupation Coal Miner, Mother Helen F
Gibb 38, James Gibb 14, Coal Miner, William Gibb 12, Scholar, Francis Gibb 10,
Scholar, Mary Gibb 7, Scholar.

By 1891, Richard Gibb was a 15 year old Apprentice Clerk, living with his family
who were, Father, Francis Gibb 49, Coal Miner, Mother Christina F Gibb 39, William
Gibb 22, Coal Miner, Francis Gibb 20, Coal Miner, Mary Gibb 17, Domestic Servant,

Richard Gibb 35, Quarter Master Sergeant (O R S) 1st Battalion Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders, Married, Malta.

Return of all Commissioned Officers, Warrant Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, Trumpeters, Drummers and Rank ar
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Dunfermline Press 22" May 1915. “Cowdenbeath Officer Killed”

Lieut Richard Gibb, 1% Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders, son of the late Councillor
Gibb, Cowdenbeath, was killed in action to the North-East of Ypres on 12" May. He
was educated at Cowdenbeath Public School under Mr Andrew Lindsay, the late
headmaster. After being for a short time in the office of the late George Terris, Town
and Parish Clerk. He joined the famous Regiment at the age of sixteen in 1892. He
was a splendid type of soldier and by sheer merit has attained the rank of Sergeant-
Major.

After serving for some years in the Home Stations with the Regiment he took part in
the African Campaign. For some years he was stationed with the Regiment at Malta
and India. On returning home he was promoted to Lieutenant and went to Flanders in



December. He married in 1909 to Miss Alice Davies daughter of Mr John Davies,
Edinburgh, late of the Prison Commission for Scotland. Mrs Gibb took an active part
in the social well-being of the Regiment. After completing 21years of service
Lieutenant Gibb undertook to serve a further period in all Twenty Three years with
the colours. The Sympathy of Cowdenbeath goes out to Mrs Gibb.

Dunfermline Press 5" June 1915. ”Cowdenbeath Officers Death”

It has now been ascertained that Lieut Gibb, 1* Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders
who belonged to Cowdenbeath, was killed while leading a Company from the
supports to a trench at another part of the line. A road which was at all times under
the fire of the enemy, had to be crossed, and as the Germans held the top of the Road
the Lieutenant with two other Officers went forward to reconnoitre. Just as he had
reached the point at which he was to leave the road he was hit on the head with a
piece of shell death was sudden and painless.

Dundee Evening Telegraph 17" May 1915.

~ Lieutenant Richard Gibb, 1% Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders,

a native of Cowdenbeath, has been killed in action. He joined the
army in 1892, and his promotion was steady. He was promoted from the ranks
towards the end of last year. During his twenty three years’ service he was with his
regiment in the different home stations, as well as Malta and India, and served in the
South African campaign. Lieutenant Gibb was the youngest son of the late Councillor
Gibb, Cowdenbeath. He leaves a widow.

Dunfermline Journal 22" May 1917.

Lieut R Gibb, Cowdenbeath, Argyle and Sutherland
Highlanders, Killed on the 12™ May. Information was
received at Cowdenbeath on Saturday by telegram of the death
in action on Wednesday of Lieutenant R Gibb of the 1st A and
S.H. youngest son of the late Treasurer Gibb, Park Street.
Gibb as a boy was employed in the office of Mr George Terris,
the late town clerk, but office work was not to his liking and he
enlisted. During his twenty three years’ service he has risen
from the rank of private through all the non-commissioned
ranks till at the beginning of the war he was promoted to the
rank of Lieutenant. Deceased leaves a widow who resides in
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Fife Free Press 5 February 1916.

Second Lieutenant Richard Gibb, 1% Argyle and Sutherland
Highlanders, was killed by a shell at Ypres on 12" May 1915. He
was a son of the late Councillor Gibb, Cowdenbeath, and a son in law of Mr John
Davies, late Prison Commission, 64 Spottiswood Street, Edinburgh. Mr Gibb had
twenty three years army service and was four years regimental sergeant-major of his



regiment before getting his commission. He was mentioned in Sir John French’s
dispatches in May.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Gill (Care to be taken with this record as no link found to Cowdenbeath)

Lance Corporal Christopher Gill, 18748, 16™ Battalion Royal Scots, Born
Edinburgh, Enlisted Edinburgh, Died of wounds 21% August 1918, Grave Reference
1.B.64. Dartmoor Cemetery Becordel-Becourt, Somme, France.

GILL, Lce. Cpl. Christopher Oliver, 18748.
16th Bn. Royal Scots. Died of wounds 21st Aug.,
1916. Age 21. Son of Thomas and Jessie Ewart
Oliver Gill, of 4, Livingstone Place, Edinburgh.

S CW.G.C.
Gl et 1 L/Corp Christopher Gill was awarded the Victory and British
S —— Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
S man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, Christopher Oliver Gill was 5 years, and was living with his family at 11
Forbes Street, Newington Edinburgh; his Father was Thomas Gill 35 Baker, Mother
Jessie Gill 38, Thomas Gill 8, Scholar, Isabella Gill 4,

By 1911, Christopher Oliver Gill 15 was staying with his family in Newington
Edinburgh.

Draft Record

Christopher Gill enlisted 18" November 1914 in Edinburgh aged 19 years 4 months
occupation Grocer and residing at 4 Livingstone Place, Edinburgh. Height 6ft ¥ inch,
Distinctive marks Two Hammer toes, died of wounds 21.8.16.

Soldiers Will

Christopher Gill, 18748, In the event of my death | give the whole of my
Property/Effects to my Father Thomas, 4 Livingstone Place, Edinburgh. Dated
26/6/1916.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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16™ Battalion Royal Scots

16™ (2" Edinburgh) Battalion, Royal Scots was raised in December 1914 by Lt-Col.
G.McCrae, MP. After initial training close to home, they joined 101 Brigade, 34"
Division in June 1915 at Ripon. They moved to Sutton Veny for final training in
September and proceeded to France, landing at Le Havre on the 8" of January 1916.
34" Division concentrated at La Crosse, east of St Omer. They were in action during
the Battles of the Somme, including the capture of Scots and Sausage Redoubts, The
Battles of Bazentin Ridge and Pozieres Ridge. In 1917 they fought in The First and
Second Battles of the Scarpe and The Battle of Arleux during the Arras Offensive. In
August they were involved in the fighting at Hargicourt and in October they took part
in The Third Battles of Ypres at the Broenbeek. In 1918 they were in action in The
Battle of St Quentin and then moved to Flanders seeing action in The Battle of
Estaires, The Battle of Bailleul and The First Battle for Kemmel Ridge during the
Battles of the Lys, suffering heavy losses. The 34" Division was then withdrawn from
fighting and on the 21 of April they moved to the area west of Poperinge for
reorganisation and were engaged in digging a new defensive line between Abeele and
Watou. On the 13" of May the infantry units moved to the area around Lumbres and
reduced to a cadre which was then employed in the training of newly arrived
American troops. The 15th Royal Scots transferred to 39th Division at Wolphus on
the 17" of May. The battalion was disbanded in France on the 14™ of August 1918.

Gilliard

Private William Gilliard, 20, $/26904, 6™ Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, Born
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Dunfermline, Died 30" November 1918, Grave Reference
1.C.16. Naves Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France. (Cause of death
Accidental Drowning)

GILLIARD, Pte. William, S/26904. 6th Bn.
Seaforth Highlanders. 30th Nov., 1918. Age 20.
Son of Mrs. Annie Gilliard, of 51, Thistle St.,

(jowdeqbearh, Hife, I Cr 6. C.W.G.C.

L. % .. Private William Gilliard was awarded the Victory and British
' medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
-~ .~ Penny” and scroll from King George V.

Alfred James Gilliard married Annie Paterson 1888 in Cowdenbeath; they went on to
have six children.



In 1901, William Gilliard aged 3 living with his family at 35 Arthur Street,
Cowdenbeath, family were Father Alfred J Gilliard 50, Coalminer Roadsman, Mother
Annie Gilliard 42, Emily Gilliard 23, Pithead Worker, Henry Gilliard 20, Coal Miner
Hewer, James Gilliard 18, Coal Miner Hewer, Mary Gilliard 18, Pithead Worker,
Margaret Gilliard 13, Scholar, Robert Gilliard 11, Scholar, Elizabeth Gilliard 9,
Scholar, Agnes Gilliard 5, William Gilliard 3, Joseph Gilliard 26, son with wife Ada
23 and 6month old Mary.

By 1911, 13 year old William Gilliard, Scholar, Mother Annie Gilliard 52, Married 22
years and having 6 children 4 of whom are still living, Lizzie Gilliard 19, Pithead
Worker, Agnes Gilliard 15, Pithead Worker, John Gilliard 10, School. 51 Thistle
Street, Cowdenbeath.
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Seaforth Highlands War Diary 1* December 1918.
SR S L

6" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders 1918

Battalion remained in the Cambrai area until the 21% of March 1918, when the enemy
launched an overwhelming attack and the Division were engaged in a fighting
withdrawal back to Bapaume. In April they moved north and fought in The Battles of
the Lys before a quiet spell at Oppy near Arras, from May to July. They were then in
action at The Battle of the Tardenois, The Battle of the Scarpe, The pursuit to the




Selle and the Final Advance in Picardy. They were resting the Cambrai-lwuy area at
the Armistice and demobilisation began December.

Glass

Private John Glass, 466565, 49" Battalion Canadian, Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted
Edmonton 15" July 1915, Died about 25" October 1918, Grave Reference Bock 022.
Plot 024. Beechmount Cemetery, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

Private John Glass, 49" Battalion Canadian, Military Medal. This man behaved with
great gallantry in a daylight raid on the enemy trenches on the 28" January 1917. He
was one of the first to enter the enemy trenches. When our party was leaving the
German trenches with its prisoners a German fired on them from the rear. Pte Glass
immediately turned round and halted and fired upon the enemy sniper, killing him
instantly and thus enable our men to regain out lines with their prisoners. His conduct
throughout was beyond praise.A.F.W.3121

John Glass was born 6 May 1890, Cowdenbeath, in the 1891 census, he was aged
11months, Father John Glass 29, occupation House painter, Catherine Glass (Maiden
Name Kirk) 26, Margaret Glass 3, Address 176 High Street, Cowdenbeath.

By 1901, John Glass aged 10, was living at 355 High Street, Cowdenbeath with his
Uncle John Kirk 22, occupation Hairdresser.

John Glass 20, emigrated to Canada July 1910, arriving Quebec 16" July 1910, Home
address 269 High Street, Cowdenbeath, Vessel name S.S. Hesperian. John Glass was
5ft 7 inches, Hazel eyes, and Dark Brown hair. Address 18" July was South Shore,
South Dakota, with his Uncle John Kirk

1914, 24 year old John Glass occupation Carpenter, Town of Loreth
May 1915, John Glass married Emily May McColman, Edmonton, they had two
children Margaret and John, and Emily later remarried and died 1985.

John Glass enlisted Edmonton, Alberta, Awarded Military Medal 17" February 1917.
he arrived back in Halifax, Nova Scotia 13" February 1918; the vessel was the
Olympic, classification B3, Medically Unfit. John Glass died 25" October 1918 in
Edmonton, Alberta and was buried in Beechmount Cemetery.

COWDENBEATH CANADIAN

i e s Cowdenbeath Canadian wins Military Medal.




Another Cowdenbeath soldier has won the Military Medal. Mrs Glass 269 High
Street, Cowdenbeath, has received information that her son Private John Glass,
Canadians, has received the distinction for bravery in action. Glass played a
prominent part in a raid on the German lines capturing a number of prisoners. Prior to
emigrating to Canada 5 years ago, Private Glass who was a Carpenter to trade, served
in the volunteers, and afterwards in the Territorial Force. He enlisted about 2 years
ago and went to the front last summer.

N Jauraxy ukwlet | D nfermline Journal 10" February 1917.

 Geoun wem i Mrs Glass, 268a High Street, has been informed that her
eldest son, Pte John Glass, Canadians, has been awarded
e due @i the Military Medal for distinguished conduct in action.

(04 Cowsmulmath Termiorisl Forme. e et HE Was conspicuous in a raid on the German trenches, and
vimmer brought back a number of prisoners. In a letter to his
mother, Pte Glass says-“They didn’t need much persuasion when they saw the
shooting arms” A carpenter to trade, Pte Glass immigrated to Canada five years ago.
Prior to that he served in the volunteers, and later in the Cowdenbeath Territorial
Force. He enlisted nearly two years ago, and went to France last summer.
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Galloway

Sergeant William Galloway, 537, 7" Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)
born Dysart, Enlisted Kirkcaldy, Killed in action 13™ November 1916.

‘GALLOWAY, Pte. W., 537. 1st/#th Black
Watch. 13th Nov., 1916. Sp. Mem. D. 6.

C.W.G.C.
= ——— ] Sergeant William Galloway, was awarded the Victory and
: -= " =" British Medal and 15 Star, his family would have received the
e Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.
- 7.7 " william Galloway reduced to Corporal for “Misconduct”

In 1891William Galloway aged 11months, Father William Galloway 49, Floorcloth
Worker, Mother Barbara Galloway 46, Maggie 20, Warehouse Worker, Jane
Galloway 15, Factory Worker, Barbara Galloway 12, Scholar, Isabella Galloway 6,
Henry Galloway 2, Address 25 Loughborough Road, Dysart, Fife.

By 1901, William Galloway aged 11, son of William Galloway 59, Retired
“Beasther”, Mother, Barbara D Galloway 56, Retired “Blasthers” Wife, Thomas
Galloway 27, House Painter, Jane Galloway 25, Factory Worker (Linen) Barbara
Galloway 22, Factory Worker (Linen) Isabella Galloway 16, Factory Worker (Linen)
Henry Galloway 12, Linoleum Worker, Address 39 Roseabelle Street, Dysart.

Dunfermline Press 25" November 1916.



Mrs Galloway 58 Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath, has been notified that her husband
Sergeant William Galloway, Black Watch, was killed in action on November 13™.
An Officer who sent the sad tidings states that Sergeant Galloway was struck by the
shell that killed Sergeant Baptie, Sergeant Galloway was a Miner working in number
12 Pit Donibristle colliery where he enlisted. He was a Territorial and had been
nearly two years at the front. Mrs Galloway is left with one child. A Brother of the
Sergeant Private Joseph Galloway, Black Watch was recently killed in action.
Another Brother Private John Galloway, Black Watch, was wounded also on the 13th.
A Brother in Law Private Anderson, Black Watch, is recovering at present from
severe gunshot and shrapnel wounds.

paTrioTic e Famiy maro it Dundee Courier 24th November 1916.

~| A Cowdenbeath family can claim a proud record
= of service to their King and country. The above
| isaphotograph of three brothers Galloway and a
| brother-in-law. The wife of Sergeant William
- Galloway, Black Watch, (front and left) who
4| resides a 58 Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath, has just
. been notified of the death of her husband by
shell fire. He was killed on the eve of his 31%
birthday. He was formerly a miner at
— - — Donibristle, and leaves a widow and child. The
same day as Sergeant Galloway was killed, his brother, Lance Corporal John
Galloway, Black Watch (Front Right) was wounded. Private Joseph Galloway, Black
Watch, (back right) another brother was killed in the recent fighting, while Private
John Campbell, Black Watch, (back left) brother-in-law, is still at the front. Another
brother-in law Private Archie Anderson, Black Watch, is suffering from severe
shrapnel wounds, his body being practically riddled.

s W Gatsy, 8 acir e | Dunfermline Journal 25" November 1916.
caivid effical ion thst her husband, Ser-
geant Wm. Gallowsy, Black Watch, was kifled

o the 1Wh i oy w1 | MIS William Galloway, 58 Arthur Place, has received

douth by u:;::m::f"_ Sepat | official intimation that her hushand, Sergeant William
e 11y of age. Trie n boing ol w | Galloway, Black Watch, was killed on the 13" inst. In a

" ,.“;ﬁ‘:“,:&:;im“;r u.':::«: w| letter one of the officers of the regiment states that

P o ¢ s it 4w, | Galloway met his death by the same shell which killed
copiinirs ::b-_u-' pas - £m3 Sergeant Baptie. Had he lived another day he would
Pie 3om Galonsy, a0 of e Bk W | have been 31years of age. Prior to being called up on
i v, e waen, o the outbreak of war, Galloway worked as a miner in
i, e e e ans vt s, | 1012 pit, Donibristle. He had been in France about a

e banly bring peactinll; riddod. The followiog | year Wwhen he met his death, and is survived by a widow
@ n oopy ol & Istter weittn to Mre Galloway by . .
an offleve of the regimo — and one child. A brother Private Joseph Galloway,

e e Catown e Bl M | Black Wattch, was killed in recent fighting in France,

that | write to iuform yeu of the death
T et b Gy, 1w | @D @nother brother Pte John Galloway also of the Black

M 40 4 shmiy f o LU0, 0 Watch, was wounded on the same day the Sergeant was
" e "l whien it Serenne Bt | Killed. Private Archie Anderson, Black Watch, a

° yu wi iy of - . .
T e alcms ot o oy w | DYOther-in law, has also been wounded, and is suffering

|youe Jow. & fow of tin el <fxie %= | £ savere gunshot and shrapnel wounds, his body

| reoverod, and will bo wne o yon Juter The 8 ’ . ) -
anack in whieh your husbind 1t jart wae vy | peing practically riddled. The following is the copy of a
succvseful.—1 am, yoars sincerdy, ;
F. W, Darey, Gl
oL B f"ﬂ.*




letter written to Mrs Galloway by an officer of the regiment.

Dear Mrs Galloway-: it is with deepest regret that | write to inform you of the death of
your husband, Private W Galloway. He was killed on the morning of the 13th inst,
during an attack on the German trenches. He was killed by the same shell which
killed Sergeant Baptie. | hope you will accept the deepest sympathy of myself and all
the officers of his company in your loss. A few of his personal effects were recovered
and will be sent to you later. The attack in which your husband took part was very
successful- I am yours sincerely. F.W.Harley 2/Lt Q, C. B Company.

War Diary 13" November 1916.

' ’ ol

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Gordon

Driver Robert Gordon, T3/025025, Royal Army Service Corps, 77th Infantry Base
Depot, Born Cupar, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Residence Cowdenbeath, Died, Bralo
Hospital, Grave Reference, 4, Bralo British Cemetery, Greece. The cemetery was
begun in October 1917 and used until April 1919. A large proportion of the burials are
due to the influenza epidemic of 1918.

GORDON, Dvr. Robert, T3/025025. Reyal
Army Service Corps, attd. 77th Infantry Base
Depot. 1oth March, 1918. 4. C.W.G.C.



Driver Robert Gordon was awarded the Victory and British Medals, 15 Star; his
family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King

George V.

In 1901, Robert Gordon aged 7, Recorded as the G Son of William Gordon 48,
occupation Cattleman, Clementina Gordon 48, John Gordon 13, Farm worker,

Catherine Gordon 7, Scholar, living at Lathrisk Cottage, Kettle.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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The only marrlage found was for a Robert Gordon 23, who married a Jean Downie
23, 0n 23" December 1916 at 32 Grieve Street, Dunfermline, Robert Gordon 23,

occupation Coal Miner, Driver Army Service Corps, Bachelor.
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Graham

Private Archibald C Graham, 9565, 1* Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)
Born Auchterderran, Enlisted Lochgelly, Killed in Action, 31st October 1914, Grave

Reference LIX. F.

48. Tyne Cot Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

GRAHAM, Pte. A., 9565. 1st Bn. Black Watch.
31st Oct., 1914. LIX. F. 48.
wopinn w22 225 Private Archibald Graham, was awarded the Victory,
- P British, 14 Star Medals, Clasp, his family would have
Go> % =4 received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
i i King George V.




Dugald Graham married Christian Kinnell on the 28" March 1873, Kirkcaldy, they
went on to have eight children, Archibald was the youngest son born 1884.

In 1891, Archibald C Graham aged 7 was living at 191 Lumphinnans, Ballingry, Fife,
with is family who were Father Dugal Graham 42, occupation Colliery Engineman,
Mother Christ Graham 40, Alexander Graham 17, Coal Miner, Jane D Graham 16, Pit
Head Worker, Flora C Graham 13, Linen Weaver, George K Graham 11, Scholar,
Christina K Graham 9, Scholar, Eleanor Mc Graham 6, Scholar, Allen C Graham, 4.

By 1901, a 17 year old Archibald Graham aged 17, occupation Coal Miner, son of
Dugald Graham 53, Engineman, Christina Graham 50, Housewife, Flora Graham 23,
Linen Weaver, George Graham 21, Coal Miner, Eleanor Graham 15. “Taibross” Allan
Graham 14, Boilermaker Apprentice. Address 277 Hill Street, Cowdenbeath.

The 1911 census shows, Archibald Graham 27, 2" Battalion Black Watch, Born
Lochgelly, Fife, Institution or vessel India.
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Dundee Courier 21* January 1915

COWDENBEATH ‘°§°'" KILLED Iy | Cowdenbeath Soldier Killed in Action
. ACTION

Prisate Archi Grabam, Cowdanbent, has Private Archie Graham Cowdenbeath has been killed in

been killed in action on Ootobm

| Decsnsed served with the 2:,}, Wl action on October 31. Deceased served with the Black

oloven m was the!
hml}w ( the late Sergeant Graham,

Northumberaad Fuslers %5, wa i Watch for over 11 years. Private Graham was the Brother
o - of the late Sergeant Graham, Northumberland Fusiliers,
who was killed in action on the Aisne.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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(Sister Jane. Consul General (Chicago?)
1°' Battalion Black Watch

1% Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1% (Guards) Brigade,
1° Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14", being amongst the first troops of the British



Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres. Gheluvelt
(29 — 31 October 1914)

Graham

A/Sergeant George Kinnell Graham, 9837, 1% Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers,
born Ballingry Fife, Enlisted Newcastle upon Tyne, Killed in action 28™ November
1914, Grave Reference Panel 8 and 12, Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium.

GRAHAM, Serjt. George Kinell, 9837. 1st Bn.
Northumberland Fusiliers. 28th Nov., 1914. C.W.G.C.

Vi b

1914

: A/Sergeant George K Graham, was awarded the Victory,
W gsnnn, "% sy » British, Medals, the 14 Star, Clasp, his family would have
o I received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
King George V.

QUALITYIND tATE 12--/4

Dugald Graham married Christian Kinnell on the 28™ March 1873, Kirkcaldy; they
went on to have eight children, George Kinell Graham was the second oldest son,
born 1880.

In 1881, George Graham aged 1, staying at Denside, Auchterderran, Father Dugald
33, Engineman (Coal Mine) Christina 29,Alexader 7,Jane, 6,Flora 3.

By 1891, George K Graham aged 11, a Scholar staying with his family at 191
Lumphinnans, Ballingry, father Dugal Graham 42, occupation Colliery Engineman,
Mother, Christina Graham 40, Alexander Graham 17, Coal Miner, Jane D Graham 16,
Pit Head Worker, Flora C Graham 13, Linen Weaver, George K Graham 11, Scholar,
Christina K Graham 9, Scholar, Eleanor Mc Graham 6, Scholar, Allen C Graham, 4.

George K Graham was a 21 year old Miner living with his family who were, Father
Dugald Graham 53, Engineman, Christina Graham 50, Housewife, Flora Graham 23,
Linen Weaver, Christina Graham 19, Linen Weaver, Eleanor Graham 15. “Taibross”
Allan Graham 14, Boilermaker Apprentice. Address 277 Hill Street, Cowdenbeath.

In the 1911 census, George K Graham was a 31 year old Private with the 1 Battalion
Northumberland Fusiliers, Born Ballingry, Lochgelly, Fife, Institution or vessel
“India”

FOEESEEEE S Dundee Courier December 1914

Sergeant George Graham, Northumberland Fusiliers was
| killed at Aisne on November 28. Deceased who was the
- son of the late George Graham, retired engineman, Hill



Street, Cowdenbeath, served eleven years and since going to France rose from the
rank of Corporal.

[

i o simgmawr ondnau. | West Fife Echo January 9" 1915.

| e g, neonivd We
|'nw 7. o ‘\. " o q i . .
v o b D ¢ Information has been received from the War Office of the

™ s e e M Oulgm. death in action of Sergeant George Graham, of the

My gy
i1 v Bl Soye K""‘Mm Northumberland Fusiliers, on the 28" day of November.
By oo g Sergeant Graham was the son of the late Mr Graham,
retired Colliery Engineman, who resided at Hill Street. He was promoted to the rank

of sergeant on the field.
Northumberland Fusiliers 1% Battalion.

The 1% Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers were in Portsmouth at the outbreak of war
in August 1914. They proceeded to France landing at Le Havre on the 14™ of August
1914. Serving with the 9" Brigade, 3" Division, BEF. They remained on the Western
Front throughout the conflict, seeing action in most of the major battles. They saw
action in The Battle of Mons and the rear-guard action at Solesmes, The Battle of Le
Cateau, The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Soldiers Will

In the event of my death I give the whole of my Property/Effects to Miss Joan Gillies
368 Broad Street, Cowdenbeath. 21° Oct 1914.

Grandison

Private Thomas Grandison, $/26906, 5™ Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, Born
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Dunfermline, Killed in action 13" October 1918, Grave
Reference B.21. Avesnes-Le-Sec Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.

GRANDISON, Pte. T., S/26906. 1st/sth Bn.
Seaforth Highlanders. 13th QOct., 1918. Age 20.
Son of Thomas Grandison, of 8 Marshall St.,

'gowdenbeath Fife. B. 21. C.W.G.C.



,?’}‘( /" S9p6

ol Private Thomas Grandison was awarded to Victory and
ekl 23 British medals, his family would have received the Plaque
“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

Thomas Grandison married Elizabeth Brown 2™ January 1893, Dalkeith, Midlothian.
They went on to have eight children.

In 1901, 3 year old Thomas Grandison of 51 Bridge Street, Cowdenbeath, Father
Thomas 32 Coal Miner, Elizabeth 29, William 6, Samuel 11 months.

By 1911, Thomas Grandison was a 13 year old Scholar living with his family at 8
Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath, Father Thomas Grandison, Miner, Elizabeth Grandison
39, married 18 years and bearing 8 children of whom 8 still survive, William
Grandison 16, Coal Miner, Abe Grandison 15, Coal Miner, Samuel Grandison 10,
School, John Grandison 8, School, George Grandison 6, School, David Grandison 3,
Isabella Grandison 3 months.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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1% 5™ Seaforth Highlanders

They remained in the Cambrai area until the 21% of March 1918, when the enemy
launched an overwhelming attack and the Division were engaged in a fighting
withdrawal back to Bapaume. In April they moved north and fought in The Battles of
the Lys before a quiet spell at Oppy near Arras, from May to July. They were then in



action at The Battle of the Tardenois, The Battle of the Scarpe, The pursuit to the
Selle and the Final Advance in Picardy. They were resting the Cambrai-lwuy area at
the Armistice and demobilisation began December.

Thomas Grandison’s Brother William 7038 joined the R.F.A. 3" September 1914
aged 20 years 1 month. Dunfermline, He was awarded the Victory, British Medals
and the 14/15 Star.

Greig

Gunner David Greig, 306184, Royal Garrison Artillery, Highland (Fifeshire) born
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Dunfermline, Killed in action, 5™ February 1918, Grave
Reference 1V.A.8. Roclincourt Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

GREIG, Gnar. D., 306184. 1st (Highland Fife)
Bde. Royal Garrison Artillery. sth Feb., 1918.
IVaEAS €8
C.W.G.C.

Gunner David Greig, (medal record not found) would have been awarded, Victory,
British, Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
scroll from King George V.

In 1901, David Greig was a 5 year old Scholar living with his family at 285 High
Street, Cowdenbeath, family were Father Thomas Greig 43, occupation Stone Mason,
Janet P Greig 42, “Limprause Hotel Keeper” Elizabeth Greig 17, Domestic Servant,
James Greig 10, Scholar, Cecilia Greig 7, Scholar, Janet Greig 3.

Thomas Greig married Janet Pollock 2™ June 1848 at Windsor Terrace, Glasgow,
Thomas Greig occupation was a Stone Mason. Thomas and Janet went on to have 12
Children, Margaret Miller Greig 1876-1929, Euphemia Wallace Greig 1878-1960,
Alexander Greig 1881-1963, Elizabeth Pollock Greig 1883-1950, Marion “Maisie”
Greig 1886-1973, James Greig 1881-1891, Cecillia Greig 1892-1893, Cecillia Greig
1893-1990, David Greig 15" December 1896 - 5" February 1918, Janet Pollock
Greig 1898.

David Greig 18 occupation Coal Miner 293 High Street, Cowdenbeath, married
Jeanie Lightfoot 19, Linen Factory Worker; Rae Building, Coal Road, Dunfermline,
they were married at The Manse Hall, Cowdenbeath, Fife on the 17" July 1914.
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Soldiers Will

David Greig 306184, 83" Brigade R.G.A. Date 26th November 1914, In the event of
my death | leave the whole of my property and effects to my wife Jeanie Lightfoot,
signed David Greig.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Highland (Fifeshire) Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery

Highland (Fifeshire) Heavy Battery was part of the 51* (Highland) Division TF who
had just set out for their annual summer camp when war was declared in August 1914.
The Division returned home and were sent to Bedford the following week for training.
The Highland (Fifeshire) Heavy Battery proceeded to France with 51% Division in late
April 1915, equipped with four 4.7-inch guns. Shortly after the Division arrived in
Flanders, there was an attack on Ypres, the first using poison gas and the Highland
Division was rushed into action to the defend Ypres On 3" May 1915 the Battery
joined IV Brigade HA.

Greig

Private William C Greig, 28754, 2" Battalion K.O.S.B. Born Cowdenbeath,
Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 8" May 1917, Grave Reference Bay 6, Arras
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

GREIG, Pte. William, 28754. 2nd Bn. King’s
Own Scottish Borderers. 8th May, 1917.



Gree 0 2f 27l Private William Greig was awarded the Victory and British
Medals, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead
- man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

Andrew Greig married Betsy Cochrane 26™ September 1884, Dysart.

In 1901, William Greig aged 3 living with his family at 208 Links Street Kirkcaldy,
Family were Andrew Greig 39, occupation Boilermaker, Mother Betsy Greig 43,
Maggie 16, Linen Factory worker, John Greig 8, Scholar, Charles Greig 5, Betsy
Greig 3 months.

M e ¢ Wl wn fuwt, 0|  DUNFErmline Journal 2™ June 1917,
ol the

tm\m m ..“u'., i Pwas| Mrand Mrs Greig, 141 Union Street, Cowdenbeath,

 ¥in W4 4 wier e 1 g, et | s been officially notified of the death in action of
their youngest son. Private Wm Cochrane Greig,
K.0.S.B.on May 8". Private Greig, who was a miner
prior to enlisting, went to France five months ago. Another son serves on the
Salonika front.

West Fife Echo 6" June 1917. (Exact same article as Dunfermline Journal)

Mo, Wi, Owboass Grelg, KORD, younger w1

QR it Dundee Courier June 1917.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Kings Own Southern Borderers 2™ Battalion.

2" Battalion, King's Own Scottish Borderers were based in in Dublin serving with
13" Brigade, 5th Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to
France with the British Expeditionary Force, landing at Le Havre on the 15™ of
August 1914. They were in action in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of Le Cateau, The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, The
Battles of La Bassee and Messines and The First Battle of Ypres. In 1915 they were in
action at The Second Battle of Ypres and the Capture of Hill 60. In autumn 1915,
many units were exchanged with units from the newly arrived volunteer 32nd
Division, to stiffen the inexperienced Division with regular army troops, the 2nd
Battalion remained with 5™ Division. In March 1916 5™ Division took over a section
of front line between St Laurent Blangy and the southern edge of Vimy Ridge, near



Arras. They moved south in July to reinforce The Somme and were in action at, High
Wood, The Battle of Guillemont, The Battle of Flers-Courcelette, The Battle of
Morval and The Battle of Le Transloy. In October they moved to Festubertand
remained there until March 1917 when they moved in preparation for the Battles of
Arras.

Guthrie

Lance Corporal Campbell Guthrie, M2/099242, Army Service Corps, (CWGC,
Mechanical Transport Ammunition Col. attd. 265th Siege Bde. Died of Wounds 16"
July 1917, Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Dunfermline, Grave Reference 1.E.18.
Dozinghem Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

GUTHRIE, Lce. Cpl. C., M2/099242. Mechan-
ical Transport Reyal Army Service Corps, attd.
265th Sxege Bde.Ammunition Col. 16th July, 1917.
Age 24. Son of Mr. and Mrs. George Guthrie, of

Cowdenbeath, Fife. I. E. 18. C.W.G.C.

T -~ Lance Corporal Campbell Guthrie, was awarded the Victory,
] -2 77 British Medals, and the 15 Star, his family would have

— received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from

o il King George V.
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Campbell Moodie Guthrie was born 3™ February 1892,

Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath, Father George Guthrie
occupation Pit Engineman Mother Janet Nicol, they were married 15" July 1886,
Cowdenbeath
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Campbell Guthrie 19, occupation Colliery Labourer above ground, Mother Janet
Guthrie 46, Widow, Brother Angus 11, School, Brother Henry 7, School, Brother
David Adie, 24, Coal Miner, 181 Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath.
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) *  Dunfermline Journal 28" July 1917.

o e e v Mrs George Guthrie, 291Broad Street, Cowdenbeath, was
wneimg e et e we s OFfiCially notified on Monday of the death in action of her
T e i e, third son, L- Cpl Campbell Guthrie. M.T.A.S.C. L-Cpl
e e Guthrie, who was 24 years of age, went to France with the
first company of trained M.T. men from Cowdenbeath. He was invalided home in
December 1916 suffering from shell shock, but returned to France earlier this year.
Prior to enlisting he was a motorman in nol pit Lumphinnans. Mrs Guthrie still has
two sons on active service, and one who has been twice wounded.

West Fife Echo 25" July 1917, same article as Dunfermline Journal.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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The unsung heroes of the British army in the Great War - the ASC, Ally Sloper's
Cavalry. Soldiers cannot fight without food, equipment and ammunition. In the Great
War, the vast majority of this tonnage, supplying a vast army on many fronts, was
supplied from Britain. Using horsed and motor vehicles, railways and waterways, the
ASC performed prodigious feats of logistics and were one of the great strengths of
organisation by which the war was won.

Guthrie

Private John Guthrie, $/4861, 9" Battalion Black Watch, Born Dundee, Enlisted
Lochgelly. Killed in Action 25" September 1915, Grave Reference 111. H. 7.
Philosophe British Cemetery Mazingarbe. Pas de Calais, France.

GUTHRIE, Pte. J., S/4861. gth Bn. Black Watch.
25th Sept., 1915. Husband of J. Guthrie, of
153, South Glencraig, Fife. III. H. 7.

2 SShE / CW.G.C.

L = =-| Private John Guthrie, was awarded the Victory, British Medals,
L ~ | and the 15 Star, his family would have received the Plaque
“e2°° | “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.




John Guthrie was born 28" February 1888, Dundee, son of George Guthrie and
Jemima Stephen who were married 18" January, 1880, Dundee.
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In 1891, a 3 year old John Guthrie was staying with his family at 6 Queen Street,
Dundee, Father George Guthrie 32, Foundry Labourer, Mother Jemima Guthrie 31,
Robert Guthrie 11, Scholar, George Guthrie 10, Scholar, Ann Guthrie 5, Andrew
Guthrie 11 months.

By 1901, John Guthrie was a 13 year old Jute Shifter living with his family at 24
Jamaica Street, Dundee, Father George Guthrie 40, Foundry Labourer, Jemima
Guthrie 41, George Guthrie 19, Foundry labourer, Lizzie Guthrie 17, Jute Spinner,
Annie Guthrie 15, Jute Shifter, Andrew Guthrie 10, Scholar, William Guthrie 6,
Scholar.

John Guthrie married Jane Brown Geddes 1911 in Lumphinans.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Black Watch 9" Battalion

9™ Battalion, The Black Watch was raised at Perth on the 13" of September 1914 as
part of Kitchener's Second New Army and joined 44" Brigade, 15" (Scottish)
Division. They trained at Aldershot, Liss, Chiseldon, and commenced final training at
Tidworth in May 1915. They proceeded to France landing at Boulogne on the 8" of
July 1915. They were in action in the Battle of Loos in 1915.

War Diary 9" Battalion Black Watch.
Open minutes of the Battle of Loos.



Guthrie

Private Robert Guthrie, 2607, 1% Battalion Black Watch, Born Perth, Enlisted
Cowdenbeath, Killed in Action 9™ May 1915, Grave Reference Panels 24 to 26, Le
Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

GUTHRIE, Pte. Robert, 2607. 1st Bn. Black
Watch. o9th May, 1915.

C.W.G.C.
“TF | e o -
Gurrie - —~ = "2 private Robert Guthrie, was awarded the Victory, British
—fee | Medals, and the 15 Star, his family would have received
iﬁ:‘f{” & “°° 7771 the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
3/B3 a0
' George V.
0 Fra
e Aoy

In the 1911 census, 17 year old Robert Guthrie, occupation Colliery Pony Driver,
living with his Father-in-Law James McNeill 50, occupation Colliery Labourer,
Mother, Cath 40, married 12 years and bearing 4 children with 2 still living.
Archibald his brother aged 16 was also working as a Colliery Pony Driver.
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U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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War Diary 1% Battalion Black Watch.
Opening hours of the battle of Richebourg.
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Hall

Private William Thomas Hall, 61354 (formerly 186030 R.E.) 12" Battalion
Manchester Regiment, Born Woolwich. Kent, Enlisted Chatham. Residence
Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 2" September 1918, Grave reference 111.L.27. A.L.F.
Burial Ground Flers. Somme, France.

HALL, Pte. W. T., 61354. 12th (Duke of Lan-
caster’s Own Yeomanry) Bn. Manchester Regt.

Kllledmactlon 2nd Sept, 1918 I Ls s 2p CWG.C

e 4 oo Private William Thomas Hall was awarded the Victory and
- ~ British Medals, his family would have received the Plaque
~ = “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.




William Thomas Hall born 29™ April 1878, Woolwich, Kent. Son of William Hall,
Sergeant Coast Brigade, R.A. Sarah Wolfe. Baptized June 31.*

Census details not found, Father being a soldier could be reason.

William Thomas hall 31, occupation Plumber, married Bethia Stark 24, Domestic
Servant, 16™ July 1909 at Blelloch Cottages Bleachfield Road, Florist Place,

Cowdenbeath.
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William Hall 32, occupation Plumber, Bethia Hall 26, married 1 year bearing 1 child

of which 1 is still living.

[ HBIVEI WOS GURCINIEETU LIO UMMGT WY«
| Private W. Hall, R.E., whose wife resides "

'at 11 James Stroet, ((-v\mnlmuh is reported |y,
[lkilled, Private Hall joited up m 1916, nnd'h,
| had beerr two years in France, For ﬁ!luul

\|years previously he had been in the vm
plbvm(n( of Mr Binumg, Cowdenbeath,
|a pl m»btr Hn lc‘:um two children,

| ——

Al

Dundee Courier 7" October 1918.

Private W Hall whose wife resides at 11 James
. Street, Cowdenbeath, is reported killed. Private Hall

joined up in 1916, and had been 2 years in France.
For fifteen years previously he had been in employment of Mr Binning,
Cowdenbeath, as a Plumber. He leaves two children.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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12™ (Service) Battalion Manchester Regiment.

The 12" (Service) Battalion, Manchester was raised at Ashton-under-Lyne in
September 1914 as part of Kitchener's Second New Army, and joined 52" Brigade,
17™ (Northern) Division. In the spring of 1916 they were in action at the Bluff, south
east of Ypres on the Comines canal then moved south to The Somme seeing action
during The Battle of Albert in which the Division captured Fricourt and The Battle of
Delville Wood. In 1917 they moved to Arras and saw action in The First and Second
Battles of the Scarpe and The Capture of Roeux. In late summer they moved to
Flanders, on the 24™ of September 1917 they absorbed the Headquarters troops and
two squadrons of the dismounted Duke of Lancaster's Yeomanry. And fought in The
First and Second Battles of Passchendaele. In 1918 they were in action in The Battle
of St Quentin, The Battle of Bapaume, The Battle of Amiens, The Battle of Albert,
The Battle of Bapaume, The Battle of Havrincourt, The Battle of Epehy and The
Battle of Cambrai followed by the pursuit to the Selle, The Battle of the Selle and The
Battle of the Sambre.

Harvey

Private Andrew Harvey, 3034, 7" Battalion (Fife) Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)
Born Aberdeen, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 16" June 1915, Grave
reference Panels 24 and 26. Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

HARVEY, Pte. Andrew, 3034. 7th Bn. Black
Watch. 16th June, 1915. C.W.G.C.

Private Andrew Harvey, was awarded the Victory and British medals and also the 15
Star, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
King George V.

William Harvey married Annie McCord on the 14™ June 1872, Aberdeen; they had at
least six children. Andrew was born about 1883.

In 1891, 7 year old Andrew Harvey who was born in Aberdeen was living with his
family at 137, Waterhead, Dunfermline, his family were, Father, William Harvey 38,
occupation Coal Miner, Mother Annie Harvey 38, Annie Harvey 17, Coal Pithead



Worker, Jane D Harvey 14, Linen Weaver, William Harvey 10, Scholar, James
Harvey 3.

By 1901, 19 year old Andrew Harvey occupation Coal Miner, living with his family
at 212 Whiting Road, Dunfermline, son of William Harvey 48, occupation Coal
Miner, Annie Harvey 48, William Harvey 21, Coal Miner, Gordon Harvey 15,
Scholar, James Harvey 12, Scholar. (Gordon Harvey went on to Marry Mary Ann,
and leave from Kirkcaldy destination New Brunswick, Canada on January 23", 1923
on the Metagama, his Mother Annie was still alive and living at 45 Perth Road,
Cowdenbeath)

In the 1911 census, Andrew Harvey 28 was living as a boarder with Jeanie Laird at
Andersons Buildings in Cowdenbeath.
Andrew Harvey married Annie Penman Maxwell 1911 in Cowdenbeath.

Dundee Courier Killed, 22™ June 1915,
Pte Andrew Harvey, Elgin Road, Union Road, Cowdenbeath.

Soldiers Will

Andrew Harvey, 3034, Private 1 7" Royal Highlanders, Number 8 Platoon B
Company, 1/7 Black Watch, 2nd Battalion Highland Infantry Brigade, Expeditionary
Force. In the event of my death I give all my Property / Effects to my wife Annie
Penman Maxwell Harvey, signed Andrew Harvey.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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War Diary 7" Battalion Black Watch.
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7™ Battalion Black Watch



7" Battalion, The Black Watch was a Territorial unit based at St Andrews under
command of the Black Watch Brigade, when war broke out in August 1914. They
were mobilized and moved to Queensferry to man the Forth Defences. In November
1914 they moved to the Tay Defences. On the 16™ of April 1915 they moved to
Bedford to join 2" Highland Brigade in Highland Division and prepare for
deployment overseas. They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 2™ of
May 1915. On the 12" of May the formation was renamed 153" Brigade, 51%
(Highland) Division and concentrated in the area of Lillers, Busnes and Robecq. They
were rushed to the defence of Ypres when the enemy attacked using poison gas on the
22" of April 1915, and were in action until the 19" of May when they moved to
Estaires on the River Lys. They were in action in the Battle of Festubert and The
Second Action of Givenchy before moving south to The Somme taking over the line
near Hamel.

Haxton

Private Robert Haxton, 7593, 2" Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born
Dunfermline, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 13" May 1915, Grave
Reference Panels 24 to 26, Le Touret Memorial.Pas de Calais, France.

HAXTON, Pte. Robert, 7593. 2nd Bn. Black
Watch. 13th May, 1915. Age 17. Son of
Mrs. Joseph Haxton, of Ceylon, Ontario, Canada,

and the late Joseph Haxton. C.W.G.C

Private Robert Haxton, was awarded the Victory and British
medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have received

the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
V.

In 1901, At 75 Quarry Road, Dunfermline, 4 year old Robert
Haxton was living with his family, Father Joseph Haxton 40, occupation Coal Hewer,
Mother Janet Haxton 37, Margaret Haxton 14, Assist at home, Thomas Haxton 9,
Scholar, John Haxton 6, Scholar, and Janet Haxton 1.

By 1911, Robert Haxton 13, Scholar, Father Joseph Haxton 50, occupation Coal
Miner, Janet Haxton 47, married 24 years bearing 9 children of whom 7 are still alive,
Margaret Haxton 24, Linen Weaver, Thomas Haxton 19, Coal Miner, Jane Haxton 17,
Linen Weaver, John Haxton 15, Miner, Janet Haxton 11, School, Joseph Haxton 9,
School, address 8 Arthurs Lane Cowdenbeath.

Dunfermline Journal 29" May 1915.

Dunfermline Press 22" May 1915. Cowdenbeath Man Killed.



Mrs Haxton, Marshall Street, Cowdenbeath, has received a letter from an Officer
stating that her son Private Robert Haxton 2™ Black Watch, was killed by a shell
while out with a digging party at the front on 13" May. He joined the Army on 12"
January and had been only two weeks in France. Mrs Haxton has another two sons in
the Black Watch, John being with the 1/7" now in France and Thomas in the 3/7"
Battalion.

West Fife Echo 26" May 1915.

Mrs Haxton, Marshall Street, Cowdenbeath, has received information of the death of
her son Robert of the Black Watch at the front. The information was sent by an
officer in the following letter. 2" Battalion, Mount Davidson, Indian Exped Force.
France May 14" 1915.

“Dear Mrs Haxton, it is with the deepest regret that I have to report to you the death
of your son Private Robert Haxton, killed in action on the 15" of this month. Your
son went out with a digging party last night and was killed by a shell from one of the
German guns. He died doing his duty, and | hope that the thought of this will be some
consolation to you in your great grief, [ am yours truly” Lennox Boyd. Haxton was
one of three brothers serving in the Black Watch, the others being Private Thomas
Haxton, and Private John Haxton.

Soldiers Will

Robert Haxton $/7593, 2" battalion R.H. In case of my death I give all my Property /
Effects to my Mother Mrs Janet Haxton, 9 Marshall Street, Cowdenbeath. Signed
Robert Haxton 27™ April 1915,

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.

e e e g e ﬂx o i
> B e | W Onlictitotsfp b by |\ ¢ | 1| o ]
’ RNy 7 SRS /Q7 Otafisfhot? (54 e
’/\/g/;{x'[m/x s ST ,_’{’;’Iﬂ/;,“ ‘ ‘ 59 -%‘;{74“—— l/bﬁo—_%e/-. g
(| B | Lt Wasth | || || 2rine | o b
G Y593 | Wh g — |~ | = |~ W Met g N G 6 ;4 |
1 [M‘ T/ Do | \ . /f/(?//z b oiley $au /Luﬂ//,, “_‘_z
ST SR |

Hay

Private David Hay, S$/15002, 1* Battalion black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born
Kingskettle, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Grave Reference Panel 78 to 83, Loos Memorial,
France.

HAY, Pte. David, S/15co2. 1st Bn. Black Watch.

18th April, 1918. Age 32. Husband of Margaret

Hay, of 18, Castle Blair Park, Dunfermline, Fife.

g RS AL S G o S S S e C.W.G.C.
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Private David Hay was awarded the Victory and British Medals, his family would
have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1891, 7 year old David hay was living with his family at 94 Hill Street, Ladybank,
Fife, Father Munro Hay 37, occupation Engine Driver Ry, Mother Euphemia Hay 38,
maiden name Bruce, James Hay 14, News Boy, Agnes Hay 11, Scholar, Andrew Hay
9, Scholar, William Hay 3, Euphemia Hay 10 months.

1901 saw David hay 17, occupation Tailor, living with his family at 162 Lorne Street,
Ladybank, Father Mungo Hay 46, Railway Engine Driver, Mother, Euphemia B Hay
47, James Hay 24, Railway Booking Clerk, Agnes Hay 21, Factory Linen Weaver,

In 1911, David Hay 28, Occupation Tailor, Boarding with John Hay 36, Jane Hay 33,
Robert Davidson 24, occupation Tailor.

David Hay son of Munro Hay and Euphemia Bruce married Margaret Reid 1915 in
Dunfermline. Margaret Hay nee Reid died 1973 in Dunfermline.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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1° Battalion Black Watch.

1st Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1% (Guards)
Brigade, 1* Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France
almost at once, landing at le Harve on the 14", being amongst the first troops of the
British Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent
retreat, The Battle of the Marne. Between the 9" and 29" April 1918 the 1% Battalion
Black Watch were involved in the Battle of Lys.

Henderson ~

L/Corporal James Penman Henderson, 3290, 7" Battalion (Territorial) Black
Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Lochgelly, Killed in action
28 July 1916, Grave Reference V.G.18. Serre Road Cemetery No2, Somme, France.

HENDERSON, Lce. Cpl. James, 3290. 7th Bn.
Black Watch. 28th July, 1916. Age 32. Son of
Edward and Elizabeth Henderson ; husband of
Susan Henderson, of 28, Francis St., Lochgelly.

Vo i(3:2:28; CW.G.C.



| L/Corporal James Henderson, was awarded the Victory and
British medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have
received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
George V.

In 1891, James Henderson was a 7 year old Scholar living with his parents at 259
School Street, Cowdenbeath, Father Edward Henderson 28, a Coal Miner born
Bathgate, Eliza Henderson 28, born Lochgelly, maiden name Peacock, Catherine
Henderson 5, School, Edward Henderson 3, Mary Hendersonl, William Peacock 24,
was a boarder.

James P Henderson 17, occupation Coal Miner Hewer, Father Edward Henderson 38,
occupation Coal Miner Hewer, Eliza Henderson 37, Catherine G Henderson 15,
Pithead Worker, Edward Henderson 13, Scholar, Mary M Henderson 11, Scholar,
William P Henderson 9, Scholar, Thomas Henderson 7, Scholar, Andrew Henderson
5, Scholar, Henry B Henderson 3, John B Henderson 1, Address was 71 Morlton
Buildings, Cowdenbeath.

James Penman Henderson married Susan Abercrombie Brown Hunter 1908, at
Macainsh Hall Lochgelly.

% :':‘o:’s%':,z":ﬁ;#“" “* Dundee Courier 3™ August 1916.
The Family of Edward Henderson Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath,
have been hard hit by the war, two of the members making the
i supreme sacrifice, while another son has been wounded. Private
James Henderson and Private Thomas Henderson have laid down their lives, While
Private William Henderson has just returned to the trenches after recovering from
wounds. All three were in the Black Watch.

Dunfermline Press 5™ August 1916.

Lance Corporal James Henderson, Black Watch, son of Mr Edward Henderson,
Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath, has been killed in action. A Brother Private Andrew
Henderson, Black Watch, fell last year and another one Lance Corporal William
Henderson is at present at home recovering from wounds. Lance Corporal James
Henderson was married and lived in Lochgelly. His only child died after he had gone
to France.

Soldiers Will

James Henderson, 3290, 11 Battery Royal Highlanders, In the event of my death |
give all my Property and Effects to my wife. Signed 3290 Pt James Henderson, B
Comp, 8 Platoon, 1/7" Black Watch, Dated 20/9/1915.

War Diary 1/7" Black Watch.
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Private Andrew Henderson, 3290, 7™ (Fife) Battalion (Territorial)
Black Watch. (Royal Highlanders) Born Methil, Enlisted
Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 16" June 1915, Grave reference
panels 24 to 26, Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

HENDERSON, Pte. Andrew, 1634. 7th Bn.

Black Watch. 16th June, 1915. C.W.G.C.
——
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Private Andrew Henderson, was awarded the Victory and British medals and also the
15 Star, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
from King George V.

In 1901, 5 year old Andrew Henderson was living with his family who were, Father
Edward Henderson 38, occupation Coal Miner Hewer, Eliza Henderson 37, Catherine
G Henderson 15, Pithead Worker, Edward Henderson 13, Scholar, Mary M
Henderson 11, Scholar, William P Henderson 9, Scholar, Thomas Henderson 7,
Scholar, James P Henderson 17, Coal Miner, Scholar, Henry B Henderson 3, John B
Henderson 1, Address was 71 Morlton Buildings, Cowdenbeath



Dunfermline Press 26 June 1915
Photo, Private A Henderson 1/7" Black Watch, Cowdenbeath,
Killed in action.

; -
| TWO FIFE BROTHERS KILLED AND
ONE WOUNDED.

g

Dundee Courier 3" August 1916.
Two Fife Brothers Killed And One Wounded.

The Family of Edward Henderson Mosside Road, Cowdenbeath, have been hard hit
by the war, two of the members making the supreme sacrifice, while another son has
been wounded. Private James Henderson and Private Thomas Henderson have laid

down their lives, While Private William Henderson has just returned to the trenches

after recovering from wounds. All three were in the Black Watch.

Wiin Biwwrd Heodren, Mowside B

£

Dunfermline Journal 5" August 1916.
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Cowdenbratls, bas ‘oot weond wn in
¥ 1Mh Black
B e e S e |
B e ac ki » e e sdwanee | MIr'S Edward Henderson, Moss-side Road,
of the 175 Black Waseh, »nd 3 third won has . .
Jom retrraed o the oo worvegios | - Cowdenbeath, has lost a second son in the war, Private

James Henderson of the 1/7" Black Watch. He leaves
a widow who resides in Frances Street, Lochgelly. In June 1915, Private Andrew
Henderson was Killed in the first advances of the 1/7™ Black Watch, and a third son
has just returned has just returned to the trenches after recovering from wounds.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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7" Battalion Black Watch

7" Battalion, The Black Watch was a Territorial unit based at St Andrews under
command of the Black Watch Brigade, when war broke out in August 1914. They



were mobilized and moved to Queensferry to man the Forth Defences. In November
1914 they moved to the Tay Defences. On the 16" of April 1915 they moved to
Bedford to join 2" Highland Brigade in Highland Division and prepare for
deployment overseas. They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 2™ of
May 1915. On the 12" of May the formation was renamed 153" Brigade, 51%
(Highland) Division and concentrated in the area of Lillers, Busnes and Robecq. They
were rushed to the defence of Ypres when the enemy attacked using poison gas on the
22" of April 1915, and were in action until the 19 of May when they moved to
Estaires on the River Lys. They were in action in the Battle of Festubert and The

Horsburgh

Private Robert Horsburgh, 9564, 1° Battalion Black Watch
(Royal Highlanders) Born Kinross? Enlisted Lochgelly, Killed in
action. Grave Reference Panel 37, Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

HORSBURGH, Pte. Robert, 9564. 1st Bn. Black
Watch. 29th Oct., 1914.

Private Robert Horsburgh, was awarded the Victory and
British medals and also the 14 Star and clasp, his family
would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and

s ) 7 ol scroll from King George V.
S opy3/274

Robert Horsburgh was born gt May 1886 second youngest son in a family of seven,
four Brothers and three sisters. His parents were James Horsburgh occupation Coal
Miner and Isabella Thomson; they were married in 1876 in Musselburgh, Midlothian.

In 1891 Robert Horsburgh was a 5 year old Scholar living with his parents at No7
Hensneb, Cowdenbeath, The family were James Horsburgh 53, occupation Coal
Miner, Elizabeth Horsburgh 41, Alexander Horsburgh 14, Coal Miner, Matthew
Horsburgh 12, Scholar, Agnes Horsburgh 9, Scholar, Margaret Horsburgh 11,
Scholar, James Horsburgh 7, Scholar, Charles Horsburgh 1 month.

By 1901 Robert Horsburgh 15 was working as a Coal Miner Hewer, and staying with
his family at 31 Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath, Father James Horsburgh 63, Roadsman
in Pit, Elizabeth Horsburgh 50, Alexander Horsburgh 24, Coal Miner Drawer,
Margaret Horsburgh 21, Pit Head Worker, Agnes Horsburgh 19, Domestic Servant,
James Horsburgh 17, Coal Miner Drawer, Charles Horsburgh 10, Scholar, Lizzie
Horsburgh 1.



The 1911 census shows, Robert Horsburgh aged 25 was living as a Boarder at 56
Godfrey Road, Dunfermline, occupation Miner, Elizabeth Leitch was the
Housekeeper.

ATH SOLDIER |
AT YPRES.

Dundee Courier 23" November 1914.

Cowdenbeath Soldier Killed at Ypres.

Bob Horsburgh well known in Cowdenbeath and Dunfermline
has been reported killed fighting for his country at Ypres. A shell
burst near one of the trenches burying several men including
Horsburgh and it was the painful duty of Private Woods
Dunfermline, to help dig them out when Horsburgh was found to be dead. A well-
known Billiard player Horsburgh played for Baldridgeburn Institute Team in the West
Fife League. In 1905-6 he was a member of the Regimental Hockey team of the
Black Watch the cup winners for that season only a very few of whom have survived
the war.

Dunfermline Journal 21 November 1914.
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Horsburgh, well-known in Cowdenbeath and Dunfermline.
Horsburgh along with others was buried in a trench by the
bursting of a shell, and before they were extracted
Horsburgh was dead. Horsburgh was perhaps better
known in Cowdenbeath, where his brothers and parents
have resided for many years in Elgin Road. An expert

billiard player, he was a member of a team here, and when
removing to Dunfermline became a member of the Balderburn Institute team. He
leaves a small family. No official information has been received concerning either the
death of Anderson or Horsburgh.

U.K. Army Registers of Soldiers Effects.
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Black Watch 1% Battalion

1% Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1* (Guards) Brigade,
1% Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14", being amongst the first troops of the British
Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres.

Hosie



Lance/ Corporal Robert B Hosie, 290697, 7 (Fife) Battalion (Territorial) Black
Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born Bonnybridge, Stirlingshire, Enlisted Cowdenbeath,
Died of Wounds 22" August 1917, Grave Reference 111.C.7. Abbeville Communal
Cemetery Extension, Somme, France. Also commemorated on the family headstone
in Beath Old Cemetery. Son of Thomas and Jeannie Hosie of 72 Moss-side Rd.,
Cowdenbeath, Fife. (C.W.G.C.)

HOSIE, Lce. Cpl. Robert, 290697. 1st/7th Bn.
Bn. Black Watch. Died of wounds 22nd Aug.,
1917. Age 22. Son of Thomas and Jeannie
Hosie, of 72, Moss-side Rd., Cowdenbeath,

Fifeshire. III. C. 7. C.W.G.C

wrens o :. | Lance/Corporal Robert Brown Hosie was awarded the

dosLE —= w77 | Victory and British Medal and the 15 Star, (Pip, Squeak and
. Wilfred) his family would have received the Plaque “Dead

man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, Robert Brown Hosie was a 5 year old Scholar living with his Father Thomas
Hosie 44, a Coal Miner who was born Govan Renfrewshire, Henry Hosie 14,
occupation Coal Drawer, James Hosie 14, Coal Drawer, Elizabeth Hosie 11, Scholar,
Address 6 Craig Terrace, Torphichen, West Lothian.

By 1911, Robert Brown Hosie 15, occupation Miner, was staying with Parents at
Mosside Road, Thomas Hosie 54, Coal Miner, Margaret (Jeanie) 54.

West Fife Echo 29" August 1917.

Information has been received by Mr T Hosie, 70 Moss-side Road that his youngest
son Lance Corporal Robert Hosie, Black Watch, has died in a hospital in France from
gunshot wounds on his left thigh. Lance Corporal Hosie who was 22 years of age,
enlisted a month after the outbreak of hostilities, and went to the front the following
May. Prior to joining the army he was employed as a miner. Two brothers still serve
in the firing line.

Soldiers Will

Private Robert Hosie L/Corp, 290297, 1/7 Battalion R.H. In the event of my death |
leave all my Property / Effects to my Father Robert Hosie, 70 Mosside Road,
Cowdenbeath, Signed Robert Hosie 11/9/16.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Inscription on Family Gravestone

Thomas Hosie, In memory of my beloved wife Margaret Campbell who died at
Cowdenbeath 14™ December 1913 aged 57. Also his son L/Corp Robert Hosie 1/7
Black Watch who died of wounds on 22™ August 1917 aged 22. Interred at Abbeville
France. The above Thomas Hosie who died 29™ Oct 1925 aged 69. Also his daughter
Elizabeth Hosie who died 22" December 1941 aged 52 years.

Howard.

Gunner John Howard, 7013, 66™ Bty, 53" Bde, Royal Field Artillery, Born
Edinburgh, Died 19" December 1918, Grave Reference A27 Ramleh War Cemetery,
Israel and Palestine (Including Gaza)

HOWARD, Gnr. John, 7013. 66th Bty.
Bde. Royal Field JArtilleZy.S 19th Dec.),, I?)S;%d
Age 34. Husband of Mary O’Neill Howard, of
303, High St., Cowdenbeath, Fife. A. 27
C.W.G.C.

igis 19
Campiign

Gunner John Howard, was awarded the Victory and British

- medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have received
= the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
V.

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

In 1901, a 15 year old John Howard, occupation Message boy, was lodging at Gates
Lodging House, 121 West Gate, Edinburgh.

Marriage

John Howard married Mary O’Neill 1905, St Giles, Edinburgh. Aged 19.

In 1911 John Howard aged 26, occupation Collie Man, born Edinburgh, was living
with his wife and three children at Cowdenbeath, Wife Mary 23, born Edinburgh,

married 6 years bearing 3 children of whom 3 are still living, Catherine Howard 5,
John Howard 3, William Howard 10 months.

Soldiers Will

John Howard, Gunner, 7013, Royal Field Artillery, In the event of my death I leave
all my Property / Effects to my Wife Mrs John Howard, 45 School Street,
Cowdenbeath, Signed 7013 Howard J, 4th Brigade Headquarters (Staff). RFA.



U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Private Thomas Hughes, 20617, Royal Scots (10th Battalion Cameronians, Scottish
Rifles) Born Dalkeith, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died of wounds 26" March 1916,
Grave reference C.13. Bois-Carre Military Cemetery Haisnes. Pas de Calais, France.

HUGHES, Pte. T. 20617. 1oth Bn. The
Cameronians (Sco. Rif.). 26th March, 1916.

C. 13. C.G.W.C.

St || 1014445, "

——_ Private Thomas Hughes, was awarded the Victory and British
: ”%v medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have received
77 the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
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Thomas Hughes was born 19thJanuary 1897, Dalkeith, Midlothian, the fourth of
seven sons born to Thomas Hughes and Mary Donaghue who were married 1891.

In 1911, a 14 year old Thomas Hughes was living with his family in Foulford Road,
Cowdenbeath, Father Thomas Hughes 49, occupation Coal Miner, Mother, Mary
Hughes 41, married 19 years bearing six children all of whom are still living, John
Hughes 19, Miner, Edward Hughes 17, Miner, William Hughes 17, Miner, James
Hughes 12, School, Joseph Hughes 9, School, William Hughes 54, retired Miner,
Brother of Thomas Hughes.
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22/4/1916. As Father is said to be Edward Hughes.
Dundee Courier 2™ April 1916.

Cowdenbeath Soldiers Die at the Front. Mr Edward Hughes 47 Foulford



Place, Cowdenbeath has been notified that his son Private Thomas Hughes, Royal
Scots, has died of wounds. Hughes who was only 19 years of age was a Miner
previous to the war.

Dunfermline Journal 12" August 1916.

s weoed wn had ded for hs couety, P - Thomas Hughes, 44 Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath,
William Hughes of the 1/7 Black Watch. The .

infomsion v i comeyel lo e Raskie, | ON Saf[urday re_celved the sa_d news 'ghz_it a second son

t m.' ;&t,m:u.y. The n_m.'m:‘u:; had died for his country, Private William Hughes of the

was kiliod, the 1/Tté then being amud 1/7" Black Watch. The information was first conveyed
Piese Thoms Hugea, abo of the 1/Mh Bk 10 Mr Rankine, Foulford Road, from a chum to break
s — ™ the news to the Hughes family. The letter stated that

Hughes was acting as a stretcher bearer when he was
killed, the 1/7™ being amid heavy fighting. A sad feature is the fact that a brother
Private Thomas Hughes, also of the 1/7" Black Watch, fell in action in March this
year.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Hughes

Private William Hughes, (Brother of Thomas Hughes) 2617, 7™
(Fife) Black Watch Battalion (Royal Highlanders) Born Dalkeith,
Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 30" July 1916, Grave
reference V.G.10. Serre Road Cemetery No2 Somme, France.

HUGHES, Pte. William, 2617. 1st/7th Bn.
Black Watch. 3oth July, 1916. Age 22. Son of
Thomas Hughes, of 44, Foulford Place, Cow-
denbeath. V. G. 10. C.W.G.C

e o Private William Hughes, was awarded the Victory and British
e T medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have received
the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
V.

William Hughes born 4™ November 1894, 3 son of Thomas Hughes and Mary
Donaghue who were married 1891 in Dalkeith.



In 1911, a 16 year old William Hughes occupation Miner was living with his family
in Cowdenbeath, his family were Thomas Hughes 49 occupation Miner, Mother Mary
Hughes 41, married 19 years bearing six children? All of whom are still living, John
Hughes 19, Miner, Edward Hughes 17, Miner, James Hughes 12, School, Joseph
Hughes 9, School, William Hughes 54, retired Miner, Brother of Thomas Hughes.

[ g = Kehant f ) Jom | 4 L I ] [ | |
Wbl wte a0 | /|l | 2 | Homey Suple g HNead| 49 " ol Mined ok I
= ! Many & Wige| |4l \Danlg| b6 :
(T F | [ LAl 4 I | 19 (i, e " oL Iia

25 7. SO S S Usond . &/ 4l - id | o, w oo .

= Wil iz o om | /o d A 4. |

| Hrmae & B/ 777 1 T dg 130 |3 Z

= ] 4| | dnlr b = Jebrsd | |
i () 7/ 17 | o |
B Hillicen. 2o P |5t DL % o | Lone Miner /] 2/tat Muining- da. |
il 26 a / 3 | Gtuvand St 7| Shad |63 g G | Rotinen. Ml [

Dundee Courier 7" August 1916.

Private William Hughes Black Watch son of Mr Thomas Hughes, 44 Foulford Place,
Cowdenbeath, has been killed in action, the second son of the family to die for their
Country. His Brother Private Thomas Hughes was killed a few months ago. The
family was well known in Dundee where many relatives still remain.

Dunfermline Press 12" August 1916.

Private William Hughes Black Watch son of Mr Thomas Hughes 44 Foulford Place,
Cowdenbeath, has been killed at the front while acting as a stretcher bearer. This is
the second member of the family to fall, a Brother Private Thomas Hughes, Black
Watch having been killed in March.

Killod 5th J-ly
COWDENBEATH DMT”BES KILLED.

Dunfermline Journal 12" August 1916.

Wi Hugtes of e 17 Bk Wak T | Thomas Hughes, 44 Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, on

i, T e et ot SAtUrday received the sad news that a second son had died

| wsd - for his country, Private William Hughes of the 1/7" Black

T it e o e %% \Watch. The information was first conveyed to Mr Rankine,
' ~ Foulford Road, from a chum to break the news to the

Hughes family. The letter stated that Hughes was acting as a stretcher bearer when he

eommmmsemsy - Was illed, the 1/7™ being amid heavy fighting. A sad feature is the

i | fact that a brother Private Thomas Hughes, also of the 1/7" Black

- Watch, fell in action in March this year.

l

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Soldiers Will 20" April 1916

William Hughes 7" Battalion Royal Highlanders, in the event of my death I leave all
my Possessions / Effects to my Father Thomas Hughes, 44 Foulford Place,
Cowdenbeath.

War Diary 1/7" Black Watch 30" July 1916.

,:,j;‘

Hunter

Greaser Adam Hunter, Mercantile Marine reserve, M.M.R. H.M.S. (Clan
McNaughton) Drowned in loss of vessel, North Atlantic, 3" February 1915, Grave
Reference Panel 9 Plymouth Naval Memorial.

HUNTER, Greaser Adam. M.M.R. H.M.S.
“Clan McNaughton.” Drowned in loss of vessel
in N. Atlantic 3rd Feb., 1915. o.

H.M.S. Clan McNaughton

HMS Clan McNaughton was a 4985 ton passenger
cargo vessel, built in 1911 and requisitioned November
1914 from the Clan Line Steamers Ltd, Glasgow,
becoming an Armed Merchant Vessel. It is thought
that Clan McNaughton foundered in a severe gale off
the north coast of Ireland. Last heard from on 3"
February 1915, wreckage was later found in the area
and Clan McNaughton was presumed sunk with the 281 strong crew.

There is some speculation that as she had a new crew who were generally unfamiliar
with the vessel, and that the armaments added to the deck destabilised her making the
McNaughton vulnerable to such severe weather as was found on the day she lost
contact.
jcowo:.:é::z.;};.si.i OF THE cLan 1 Cowdenbeath Victim of Clan Macnaughton Disaster
0 One of the victims of the Clan Macnaughton disaster is
“edsise Adam Hunter, Greaser, son of the late Adam Hunter who




resided at Bridge Street, Cowdenbeath. Hunter who had been 20 years on the Mantua
and was transhipped to the Clan Macnaughton.

e | T H.M.S. Mantua

EEesEIsSTE AR @ Edinburgh Evening News 27" February 1915.

o o e weum = ure, | Fif€ Man on Clan McNaughton — One of the crew of the
Clan McNaughton was Adam Hunter, Greaser, who belonged to Cowdenbeath; he
was connected to the sea for 19 years, and offered for government service when war
broke out. He was unmarried. His mother a widow resides at Bridge Street,
Cowdenbeath.

Hunter

Private Adam Allan Hunter, 290097, 7 (Fife) Battalion (Territorial) Black Watch
(Royal Highlanders) Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 23"
April 1917, Grave reference 11.C.7. Browns Copse Cemetery Roeux, Pas de Calais,
France.

) g
19
1%49/15 420 0K BUT NOT FORBOTTIN mter, 18 Foulford Rds, Jowdsubeath, “ife.)
o o R P

e = Private Adam Allan Hunter, was awarded the Victory and

f e e e 7 British medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have
L | received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from

S T King George V.
§ e 2%) / 3247
g In the 1911 census, Adam Hunter was a 15 year old
Apprentice Electrician living with his family at 18

Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath, Father James Hunter 54, Coal Miner, born Greenock,
Renfrew, Agnes Hunter nee Allan 52 born Clackmannanshire, married 33 years and
bearing 13 children of whom 10 are still living, James Hunter 32, Coal Miner, John
Hunter 20, Pony Driver (Bottom) Alex Hunter 15, Coal Miner Drawer, Jane Hunter
12, School, Bessie Hunter 9, School,
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War Diary Black Watch 7" Battalion 23" April 1917

| 5
Plice Date ‘ Honr Summuy of Events and Information

Roeux was built over a system of caves which helped to make its capture in 1917
exceptionally difficult. It was attacked by the 9™ (Scottish) Division without success
on 12 April. The chemical works close to the railway station were taken by the 51°
(Highland) Division on 22 April and after incessant fighting, the village was cleared
by the same Division on 14 May. The 7" Battalion (Fife) Black Watch was involved
in the attack and defence of Roeux.

Hunter

Able Seaman Andrew Hunter, R/2152, Royal Naval VVolunteer Reserve, Drake
Battalion, Royal Naval Division, Died from disease 24 October 1918, Grave reference
X.V.1. B.39.Cologne Southern Cemetery, Originally buried Recklinghausen
Protestant Cemetery, Germany, Westphalia.

HUNTER, A.B. A,, R/2512. RN.V.R. “Drake”
Bn. RN. Div. 24th Oct,, 1918. XVL. B. 39. cwGcC.




Able Seaman Andrew Hunter was awarded the Victory and British Medals, his family
would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

A.B. Andrew Hunter Details of service

Service Branch, Royal naval Volunteer Reserve, Drake Battalion, Date of death 24"
October 1918, Died while P.O.W. in reserve hospital at Recklinghausen from
Influenza and Pneumonia, Buried in Cologne Southern Cemetery, Germany.
Service History, ex 350564, Private 1/1% Highland Cyclist Battalion, Royal
Highlanders, Enlisted at Kirkcaldy 24/7/1916, Transferred to R.N.V.R. for R.N.D.
16/6/1917, Draft for B.E.F. 9/7/1917, Joined Drake Battalion 30/8/1917 — 30/12/1917,
Missing, P.O.W. Next of kin Mother E Hunters Buildings Park Street, Cowdenbeath.
Alexander Hunter married Elizabeth Beveridge 17" March 1887, Dunfermline, Fife.

In 1901, 2 year old Andrew Hunter born 11" July 1898, son of Alexander Hunter 37,
occupation Coal Miner, Elizabeth Hunter 36, Marion Hunter 15, Factory Worker,
Margaret Hunter 14, William Hunter 13, Coal Miner, Alison Hunter 9, Scholar,
Christina Hunter 7, Scholar, Andrew Hunter 2, Thomas Hunter 4 months, Address 99
Park Street, Cowdenbeath.

By 1911, a 12 year old Andrew Hunter, Scholar, son of Alexander Hunter 47, Miner,
Elizabeth 46, married 26 years and bearing 15 children of whom 10 are still living,
William Hunter 23, Miner, Chrissie Hunter 17, Shop Assistant, Catherine 9, Scholar,
George 7, Scholar, John 5, Address Park Street, Cowdenbeath.
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Cologne Southern Cemetery

More than 1,000 Allied prisoners and dozens of German servicemen were buried in
Cologne Southern Cemetery during the First World War. Commonwealth forces
entered Cologne on 6 December 1918, less than a month after the Armistice, and the
city was occupied under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles until January 1926.
During this period the cemetery was used by the occupying garrison. In 1922 it was
decided that the graves of Commonwealth servicemen who had died all over Germany
should be brought together into four permanent cemeteries at Kassel, Berlin,

Hamburg and Cologne. Over the course of the following year, graves were transferred
to Cologne Southern Cemetery from over 180 different burial grounds in Hanover,
Hessen, the Rhine and Westphalia.

There are now almost 2,500 First World War servicemen buried or commemorated in
the Commonwealth plots at Cologne. The Cologne Memorial, located inside the
shelter building at the entrance to the Commonwealth plots, commemorates 25 British



and Irish servicemen who died in Germany and who have no known grave. Of these,
19 are known to have died as prisoners but their places of burial are not recorded. The
remaining six died after the Armistice by drowning and their bodies were not
recovered. The Commonwealth section of the cemetery also contains over 130 Second
World War graves, mostly those of servicemen who died with the occupying forces.
There are, in addition, 676 non-war graves.

Commonwealth Prisoners of War in Germany during the First World War

Between the outbreak of war in August 1914 and the Armistice of November 1918,
the German forces captured almost 300,000 Commonwealth servicemen on the
Western Front. Approximately one third of these prisoners were held in German
occupied territory in France and Belgium, but most were transported to camps located
throughout Germany. In common with the other belligerent states, Germany was
poorly equipped to house, feed and clothe large numbers of enemy troops, but
prisoners of war had been granted certain rights under international agreements
established at Geneva in 1864 and at The Hague in 1899 and 1907. The Red Cross
also monitored conditions in the camps and ensured that food, clothing, and personal
correspondence sent from Britain were safely delivered to prisoners. In June 1917,
and again in July 1918, the British and German governments agreed to exchange
prisoners who were too badly wounded to fight again, and hundreds of prisoners were
repatriated through the Netherlands. Finally, the fear that the thousands of German
prisoners in Britain and France would be mistreated in retaliation meant that Allied
POWs often enjoyed quite humane treatment. This was especially the case for officer
prisoners, who were segregated into separate camps and not forced to work.

Hunter

Private George Hunter, M2/99265, Royal Army Service Corps, 32 Division
Mechanical Transport Company, Born Oakley, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died
(Pneumonia) 6™ November 1918, Grave reference S.111.5.27. St Sever Cemetery
Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.

HUNTER, Pte. G., M2/099265. 32nd Div.
Mechamcal Transport Coy. Reyat Army Service
Corps. 6th Nov., 1918. S. III. S. 27

T )
a7 7Y Private George Hunter, was awarded the Victory and
il | British medals and also the 15 Star, his family would
— i 2w «o7| have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
wasc LB scroll from King George V
R _ 1901 census shows, John Hunter 38, occupation Coal

Mlner Hewer, Isabella Hunter 40, Jane Hunter 19, Linen Weaver, Thomas Hunter 18,
Coal Miner, Drawer, Isabella Hunter 9, Scholar, George Hunter 9, Scholar,
Christina Hunter 3, James Hunter 1, Address 64 Morlton Buildings, Cowdenbeath.

Sl Dundee Courier 16" November 1918.




Mr Hunter, “Blacksmith” Cowdenbeath, has received word this morning of the death
of his second son, George, of the A.S.C. He was wounded recently and Pneumonia
set in and he died from the effects. Another son of Mr Henderson was killed in the
early months of the War.

Dunfermline Press 16" November 1918.

Private George Hunter, M.G.C. son of Mr Hunter Perth Street, has died of
Pneumonia; a brother was killed in the early days of the war.

[ s ot of the Gaal o s S

Hunter Maohine Gun Corps. He was wounded

recently, but dedth was csused pneumaonia.
Another brother was killeg in tbz’urly stages

of the war. Dunfermline Journal 16™ November 1918.
Mrs Hunter, Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, was also informed of the death of her son,
George Hunter, Machine Gun Corps. He was wounded recently, but death was
caused by pneumonia. Another brother was killed in the early stages of the war.

U.K. Registers of Soldiers Effects
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission (St Sever Cemetery Rouen.)

Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen remained there for practically the whole of the
war. They included eight general, five stationary, one British Red Cross and one
labour hospital, and No. 2 Convalescent Depot. A number of the dead from these
hospitals were buried in other cemeteries, but the great majority were taken to the city
cemetery of St. Sever. In September 1916, it was found necessary to begin an
extension, where the last burial took place in April 1920.

Hunter

Private John Hunter, 17249, 2" Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers, Born and enlisted
Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 27" September 1915, Grave Reference Panel 46 to 49,
Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

HUNTER, Pte. John, 17249. 2nd Bn. Royal
Scots Fusiliers. 27th Sept., 1915. C.W.G.C.

e
T

4| Private John Hunter, was awarded the Victory and British

IR S Jm. Ple. 178
1

¢

HUNTER ] medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have received



the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, a 2 year old John Hunter was living with his family at 35 Chapel Street,
Cowdenbeath, Father, John Hunter 32, occupation Miner, Mother, Annie Hunter 31,
Janet Hunter 9, School, Andrew Hunter 1.

In 1911, John Hunter aged 12 was living with his family at 103 Randolph Street,
Cowdenbeath, Father John Hunter 43, miner, Janet Hunter 17, Andrew Hunter 11,
School, George Hunter 9, School, Isabella Hunter 3.

ey YL
"I"I"EH;'

Dunfermline Press 23" October 1915

Private John Hunter aged 17 years Royal Scots Fusiliers, eldest son of Mr J Hunter,
Randolph Street, Killed in Action.

Dunfermline Press 30" September 1916
In Memorium Column, in loving memory of my dear son, Private John Hunter Royal

Scots Fusiliers who was killed in action on 27" September 1915 aged 17 years 6
months.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Hunter

Private Simpson Hunter, 4769, 1/7" Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 31* August 1916, Grave
Reference 1.F.8. Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery Armentieres, Nord, France.

. — Private Simpson Hunter was awarded the Victory and
o British Medals, his family would have received the Plaque
) i “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.




In 1891, a 6year old Simpson Hunter, born 1885 in Cowdenbeath son of Robert
Hunter 40, Coal Miner, Marion Hunter nee Watson 40, Violet Hunter 19 Pit Head
Worker, Robert Hunter 17, Coal Miner, William Hunter 15, Coal Miner, Robert
Hunter 13, Coal Miner, Christina Hunter 12, Scholar, Marion Hunter 8, Scholar,
Address 35 High Street, Cowdenbeath.

By 1901,15 year old Simpson Hunter occupation Coal Miner was living with his
family at 60 Chapel Street, Cowdenbeath, Mother Marion Hunter 50, William Hunter
25, Coal Miner, Robert Hunter 23, Coal Miner, John Hunter 20, Coal Miner, Marion
Hunter 18, Robert Dord 7, Grandson,

Simpson Hunter married Christina Brannigan in 1905 in Cowdenbeath

In 1911, Simpson Hunter aged 25 occupation Pit Bottomer, now married and living
with his wife and family at 47 School Street, Cowdenbeath, Wife Christina Hunter 24,
married 5 years bearing 4 children of whom 2 are still living, George Hunter 2,
Marion Hunter 6months.

sz Bleet e |2 | | 7 Jlokers 6lebs |3 | beaa |2 : o
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Dunfermline Press 9™ September 1916.

Mrs Hunter, School Street, Cowdenbeath, received a letter on
Tuesday from a local soldier serving in France, stating that her
husband Private Simpson Hunter, Black Watch, had been killed by
£l shell fire, Private Hunter was connected with the Lochgelly

2z company of the Fifeshire VVolunteers for five years. He joined the
local Territorial Battalion last year and volunteered for Foreign
Service. Mrs Hunter is left with three children.

Tufurmation bas aba been reeeived at Covden- | - Dynfermline Journal 9™ Sept 1916.
beath ta the offect that Rimpsor Honter, Schoo!

Atreot, Crowdonbssth, of the Dlsck Wash, | _ _

Bas been killed by hefl 6. Hounker, who ere | INfOrmation has also been received at

a widow and thee of & familv, waa for four | Cowdenbeath, to the effect that Simpson

,‘»:',‘,. nun--«-id with :o“ l;ad»’xz"f- t'o;n;a i Hunter, School Street, Cowdenbeath, of the
olunivets, e nto 1 NG - -

Sl e U v Bl itk Black Watch, has been !(llled by shell fire.

Hunter, who leaves a widow and three of a
family, was for four years enlisted with the Lochgelly Company of volunteers, and re-
enlisted into the Black Watch, when the war broke out.

West Fife Echo for 6" September 1916 also has the exact same article.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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7" Battalion, The Black Watch was a Territorial unit based at St Andrews under
command of the Black Watch Brigade, when war broke out in August 1914. They
were mobilized and moved to Queensferry to man the Forth Defences. In November
1914 they moved to the Tay Defences. On the 16" of April 1915 they moved to
Bedford to join 2" Highland Brigade in Highland Division and prepare for
deployment overseas. They proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 2" of
May 1915. On the 12" of May the formation was renamed 153" Brigade, 51%
(Highland) Division and concentrated in the area of Lillers, Busnes and Robecq. They
were rushed to the defence of Ypres when the enemy attacked using poison gas on the
22" of April 1915, and were in action until the 19" of May when they moved to
Estaires on the River Lys. They were in action in the Battle of Festubert and The
Second Action of Givenchy before moving south to The Somme taking over the line
near Hamel. In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the Somme.

Hunter

Lance Corporal Thomas Hunter, 20142, (Formerly 1813, Royal Highlanders)
Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 153 Battalion, Born Carnock Fife, Enlisted
Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 20" May 1916, Grave reference 1.E.12. Maroeuil
British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

HUNTER, Lce. Cpl. T., 20142. 153rd Bn.

Machine Gun Corps. 20th May, 1916. I. E. 12.
- a0 C.W.G.C.

%% 25 % Lance Corporal Thomas Hunter, was awarded the Victory
— — and British medals and also the 15 Star, his family would
Mgl e e AR have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
from King George V.

In 1901, a Scholar aged 5 Thomas Hunter was staying with
his Grandfather Thomas Hunter 66, Coal Miner; he was born Clackmannanshire, Jane
Hunter 41, his daughter, Housekeeper, Address Low Torry or New Mills, Torryburn,
Fife.

Dunfermline Press 27" May 1916.

Lance Corporal T. Hunter, Machine Gun Corps, Elder son of Mr John Hunter,
Blacksmith, Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, was killed in action Saturday last, Letters
form Officers to his parent’s state that he was struck in the reserve trench by shell fire,



death being instantaneous. His Captain says that Lance Corporal Hunter was a typical
soldier, always cheery, bright, and ready to do his duties. The young soldier was
standing with another three men near the gun emplacement when they heard the shell
coming; evidently they thought it was going over. However it landed right among the
group and a Leuchars soldier was also killed. The third man was seriously wounded
but the fourth by a terrific jump managed to escape. The section sends their profound
and heartfelt sympathy. Lance Corporal Hunter was twenty years of age. He joined
the Black Watch at the beginning of the war and went to the front last year. The
younger Brother is in the Army.

! COWDENBEATH COrRPORA i th
COONEEY S Dundee Courier 267 May 1916.
M Corporal Thomas Hunter. Black WA
san of Mr John Huntes LA

lacksmiths

Corporal Thomas Hunter, Black Watch, son of Mr John
Hunter, Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, has been action.
Yesterday Mrs Hunter received the letter from officers of
the regiment who stood in the reserve trench. They saw
the shell approaching, and one who made a desperate
leap escaped but it burst among the others causing instantaneous death to two of them.
Corporal Hunter was wounded in June last year. He was home leave a month ago.
Younger Brother is in the M.T. A.S.C.

Mr. Jabn Huster, Preth Road, Cowdentuatt, DUnNfermline Journal 27 May 1916.
on “"vad the md pows that hip son,
l“M " llunbr. of the maching gun
mm: ‘:'hlm.&hot Wateh, hay been killd  Mr John Hunter, Perth Road Cowdenbeath, on
i the resnrve '::mh '::': m" MI ““‘H ’t"”“ Thursday received the sad news that his son,
bringing instantancss desth to Hunter and o COrporal Thomas Hunter, of the Machine Gun

 nd werersly wounding sother, while  Section of the 1/7" Black Watch, has been

the had u narrow acupe, o : .

oo R killed in action. Along with three others he had
been in the reserve trench when a shell exploded near, bringing instantaneous death to
Hunter and a companion, and severely wounding another, while the fourth had a

narrow escape.

Dunfermline High School WW1 (Former pupil Project)

Thomas Hunter, L/Corporal, M.G.C. Mobilised 4™ August 1914, France early 1915,
wounded Festubert, 16" June 1915. Sent to hospital Le Touquet, re-joined regiment
Nov 1915. Killed by shell, near Maroeuil on 20™ May 1916. Son of Mr John Hunter,
Valleyview, Perth Road, Cowdenbeath. (Photo on site)

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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The 153" Machine Gun Company was formed in 153" (2nd Highland) Brigade, 51
(Highland) Division on the 15" of January 1916. They were in action in the Battle of
Festubert and The Second Action of Givenchy before moving south to The Somme
taking over the line near Hamel. In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the
Somme, including the attacks on High Wood and The Battle of the Ancre, capturing
Beaumont Hamel, taking more than 2000 prisoners.

Top of the Document

J
Jamieson ~

Lance Corporal John W Jamieson, 290588, (Formerly 2432) 7" (Fife) Battalion,
Territorial) Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born Dunfermline, Enlisted
Cowdenbeath, Killed in action 19" September 1917, Grave reference X1.D.14.
Cement House Cemetery, Langemark, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

JAMIESON, Lce. Cpl. J., 290588. 1st/7th Bn.
Black Watch. 19th Sept., 1917. Age 23. XL
D. 14. la. i~ Maw .. CW.G.C.

Lance Corporal John Jamieson was awarded the British
and Victory medals he also was awarded the 14/15 Star,
his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s
Penny” and scroll from King George V.

William Jamieson married Christine Japp in 1882 in Dunfermline, they had 9
children.

In 1901, John Jamieson aged 6 was staying with his Uncle, Thomas Morris 47, Coal
Miner (Hewer) Janet Morris 44, James Japp 65, Annie and William Muir 13 and 11,
Isabella Jamieson niece 16, William Jamieson 11.

By 1911, a 17 year old John Jamieson occupation Miner, was staying with his family
at Anderson Building, Cowdenbeath, Family were Father William Jamieson 56,
Miner, Chris Jamieson maiden name Japp 50, married 20 years bearing 9 children of
whom 8 are still living, William Jamieson 21, Miner, Walter Jamieson 19, Miner,
Adam Jamieson 14, School, Thomas Jamieson 11, School.

Dundee Courier 27" September 1917
SO0 0 Lance Corporal John Jamieson 23, Black Watch, son of Mr
IR B R \Wm Jamieson, Helenslea, Cowdenbeath, Formerly a miner.

(Formerly W hioe¢
o e

Dunfermline Press 29" September 1917



Mr William Jamieson, Helenslea, Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, has been informed
officially of the death in action on the 19" September of his son, L-Corp John
Jamieson, Black Watch. L-Corp Jamieson twenty three years of age was a time
expired Territorial, working as a Miner in Kirkford Pit when war broke out. He re-
joined the Regiment and went to the front in April 1915. A Brother Wm Jamieson
was lost on the “Hampshire” Lieutenant D.A. Richardson writing to the parents
regarding the death of L-Cpl Jamieson states, He fell at my side wounded by a
machine gun bullet and died almost immediately. We had occupied the same shell
hole for two days, and I could not have wished a more cheery or pluckier companion.
| feel his loss keenly, as he was one of the best and most experienced men in my
Platoon. It is a real comfort to know that his death was painless. He passed in one
moment from a life full of happiness into the regions of the unknown.

: \é..m,,.'-.m warew | Dunfermline Journal 6™ October 1917.
M Wi Jumioson hae beens officially informed |
of the e actyr i ance-Corporal
Jub Ju:-: Iwhd'l::n' ll- a lather an |

oMoer dutes thar desth was instantauenns. e | VI VWM Jamieson has been officially informed of
teult of & machine guo bullet. Lance-Corporal

Jomce. why e 8 voor of sge. wow & - | the death in action of his son, Lance Corporal
et on the cutheeak of war. He wet e Frc: | JON Jamieson, Black Watch. In a letter an
i e n omi e be wae emploved as | Officer states that death was instantaneous, the
S0 dewis i the bl asmpabive. " | result of a machine gun bullet. Lance Corporal

Jamieson, who was 23 years old, was a member
of the local territorial force, wand was mobilised on the outbreak of war. He went to
France in April 1915. In civil life he was employed as a miner in Kirkford pit. A
Brother William went down in the ill-fated Hampshire.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Jamieson ~

Stoker 1°** Class William Jamieson, K.26742. Born 1st January 1891, first ship
served on Victory 11, First service date 11" June 1915, last Ship served on
Hampshire, Last service date 5™ June 1915. Grave reference Panel 18, Portsmouth
Naval Memorial, Hampshire, England. (Body not recovered for burial)

JAMIESON, Sto. 1st Cl. leham, K/26742. R.N.
H.M.S. “ Hampshire.” Killed by mine explosion
off Orkneys sth June, 1916. Age 26. Son of
William Jamieson, of 258, Perth Rd., Cowden-

beath, Fife. 18. CW.G.C.

Stoker 1% class William Jamieson, was awarded the Victory and British medals and
also the 15 Star, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
scroll from King George V.

a l FQ /(" 115'39//()/0-

Wm. Sto.l. . K.26742 \ ‘Jr v

In 1891, William Jamieson aged 1, Father Willie Jamieson 35, Coal Miner, Christina
Jamieson 29, (Maiden name Japp) Annie Jamieson 8, Scholar, James Jamieson 2,
Address Springhill, Dalgety, Fife.

By 1901,an 11 year old William Jamieson was living with his Uncle and Aunt at 3
Park Avenue, Springhill, Dalgety, Family were Thomas Morris 47, Coal Miner
(Hewer) Janet Morris 44, James Japp 65, Annie and William Muir 13 and 11, Isabella
Jamieson niece 16,

1911 saw a, 21 year old William Jamieson was working as a Miner and living with
his family at Anderson Building, Cowdenbeath, Family were Father William
Jamieson 56, Miner, Chris Jamieson maiden name Japp 50, married 20 years bearing
9 children of whom 8 are still living, Walter Jamieson 19, Miner, Adam Jamieson 14,
School, Thomas Jamieson 11, School.

R S Dundee Courier 9" June 1916
Bioker, Wilam Jamioson, o of Me aod
Mrs BN n, 258 Perth H wl 1

» forn :5. Stoker William Jamieson son of Mr and Mrs Jamieson 258
' Perth Road, Cowdenbeath, has it is feared gone down with

%! the Hampshire. Jamieson wrote to his parents a fortnight

ity ' ago from the Hampshire. Over a year ago he returned from
Australla but on the Miners gala day last year enlisted as a stoker in the Grand Fleet.
He was 26 years of age and a Brother, Private William (John) Jamieson is in the 1/7"
Black Watch.

H.M.S. Hampshire
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BADGES.

On Monday 5™ June 1916, about 1 to 1/2 miles off Marwick Head in Orkney, by 7.50
pm H.M.S. Hampshire had struck a German mine and sunk. According to an official
MOD site the ships full complement at the time of sailing was 655 men plus 7
passengers who were Lord Kitchener and his staff.

The bodies of over 100 officers and men were recovered from the sea and were
interred into one common grave where they now lay to rest at the Lyness Cemetery,
Hoy, Orkney.

The body of Lord Kitchener was never recovered from the sea and only 12 men
survived the sinking of the HMS Hampshire.

Srckor Williim Jumiesom, Cowdenbesth.

Johnson

Private John William Johnson, 23594, 15™ Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers,
(Tyneside Irish) born Newcastle-Upon-Tyne enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action
23" March 1918, Grave reference Bay 2 and 3 Arras Memorial, Arras, Pas de Calais,
France.

JOHNSON, Pte. John William, 23594. 25th
(Tyneside Irish) Bn. Northumberland Fusiliers.

d March, 3
23r arch, 1918 CW.GC.



Private John William Johnson was awarded the Victory and
British medals, his family would have received the Plaque
“Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1911, John W Johnson was working as a Miner aged 18, living at 18 School Street,
Cowdenbeath with his family who were, Father Thomas Johnson 39, Colliery
Labourer, Mother Sarah Johnson 37, married 17 years and bearing 9 children of
whom 6 are still living, Richard Johnson 16, Miner, Jane Ann Johnson 12, Scholar,
Sarah Johnson 10, Scholar, Thomas Johnson 4, Robert A Johnson 1.
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25™ (2™ Tyneside Irish) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers

The 25™ (2" Tyneside Irish) Battalion, The Northumberland Fusiliers was a Pals
Battalion, raised at Newcastle on the 9™ of November 1914, by the Lord Mayor and
City. In June 1915 the Battalion joined 103" Brigade, 34™ Division at Ripon and after
further training they moved to Salisbury Plain in late August for final training. They
proceeded to France in January 1916 where the 34™ Division was concentrated at La
Crosse, east of St Omer. They were in action during the Battles of the Somme,
including the capture of Scots and Sausage Redoubts, The Battles of Bazentin Ridge
and Pozieres Ridge. 103" Brigade and the Divisional Pioneers also saw action in The
Battle of Flers-Courcelette. In 1917 they fought in the First and Second Battles of the
Scarpe and. The Battle of Arleux during the Arras Offensive. In August they were
involved in the fighting at Hargicourt and in October they took part in The Third
Battles of Ypres at the Broenbeek. On the 3" of February 1918 they transferred to
102" Brigade, still with 34th Division. In 1918 they were in action in The Battle of
St Quentin and then moved to Flanders seeing action in The Battle of Estaires, The
Battle of Bailleul and The First Battle for Kemmel Ridge during the Battles of the
Lys, suffering heavy losses.



Johnston

Private John Johnston, 2747, 1st Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born
Dalgety, Fife, Enlisted Lochgelly, Killed in Action 19th May 1917, Grave reference
1.E.17. Aire Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

JOHNSTON, Pte. J., 2747. Ist Bn. Black Watch,

attd. 43rd Sqdn. Royal Flying Corps. 19th May,
1917. Age 23. Son of James and Elizabeth CWGC
. Johnston, of Cowdenbeath, Fife; husband of
Mary Johnston, of 3, Rathelpin, Hepburn Grd.,
St. Andrews, Fife. I. E. 17.

Private John Johnston, was awarded the Victory and British
——— Medals and also the 14 Star and Clasp, his family would have
T/ received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
King George V.

In 1901, 6 year old John Johnstone, Scholar, born Fordell, Fife, son of James
Johnstone (Johnston) 46, occupation Coal Miner, Elizabeth Johnstone 39, Mary
Johnstone 14, Thomas Johnstone 11, Scholar, Margaret Johnstone 9, Scholar,
Alexander Johnstone 4, David Johnstone 1, Address Millars Buildings 15,
Cowdenbeath, Joseph and William Ferguson were boarding with the family, both
Coal Miners.

In 1911, John Johnston was a 17 year old Miner living at 10 Kirkford Street,
Cowdenbeath with his family who were, Brother Thomas Johnston 21, Coal Miner
(Hewer) born Haddington. Mother Elizabeth Johnston 49, Widow, bearing 11
children of whom 11 are still living, Margaret Johnston 19, Alex Johnston 14, Coal
Miner (Drawer) David Johnston 12, School, Isa Johnston 9, School, Elizabeth
Johnston 6, School, Beatrice 7months, Niece,
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John Johnston was born 5™ April, Fordell, Fife, the seventh of eleven children, his
parents James Johnston and Elizabeth Hood were married 26™ April 1878 in Penicuik,
Midlothian. Father James died 13" January 1906 in Kirkford Street, Cowdenbeath;
Mother Elizabeth remarried to Daniel McMurray 4th June 1909, Elizabeth died 24"
March 1941, Cowdenbeath.

oy TR - : th .
e e s e, Dundee Courier 26™ April 1917
DAL, Bt bonen 00 21 Mungall Biteed, Ovwten

Pio, Ales. TheiiM 't setion
e Thewion, Mlark Waish san of Mr and

Pte John Johnston Black Watch attached R.F.C. son of Mrs Johnston 21 Mungall
Street, Cowdenbeath, has been killed in action.
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Widow Mary was awarded a sum of 9/shillings on 1/1/1919. (Ryl Hdrs Att 43" Sqd
RFC record)
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1% Battalion Black Watch

1% Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1% (Guards) Brigade,
1% Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14", being amongst the first troops of the British
Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the
Winter Operations of 1914-15. In 1915 they were in action during The Battle of
Aubers and the Battle of Loos. In 1916 they were in action in the Battles of the
Somme. In 1917 they saw action in The German retreat to the Hindenburg Line and
the Third Battle of Ypres.

Johnstone.

William Johnstone. (Believed to have died after the war)

K.

Keating/s

Private John Keating, 7" (Fife) Battalion (Territorial) Black Watch
(Royal Highlanders) born Airdrie, Lanarkshire and enlisted Lochgelly,
Fife, Killed in action 14™ June 1916, Grave reference, 11.F.6, Maroeuil
British Cemetery, Nord, Pas de Calais, France.

KEATINGS, Pte. J., 3913. 7th Bn. Black/
6.

Watch. 14th June, 1916. II. F. C.W.G.C.

ok
>

Private John Keating was awarded the British and Victory
medals and also the 1914-15 Star, his family would have

% = ... received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King
Gints 2 George V.




In 1901, a 5 year old John Keating was living with his family at 16 Buttery’s Square,
New Monkland, Lanarkshire, Family were Father Henry Keating 38, occupation Coal
Miner (Hewer) Bethia Keating 28, Samuel Keating 3, James Keating 1.

By 1911, John Keatings was a 15 year old Coal Miner (Drawer) his family were
Father, Henry Keatings 47, Coal Miner, Mother, Bethia Keatings 37, married 17 years
and bearing 9 children of whom 6 are still living, Samuel Keatings 11, School, James
Keatings 10, School, Henry Keating 6, School, and Jane Keatings 8 months, Address
8 James Street, Aberdour, Fife.
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Henry Keating was born 1864 in Slamannan, Stirlingshire; he married Bethia Bryce
Trusdale in 1892 in New Monkland, Lanarkshire, they went on to have nine of a
family. Bethia was born 1872 in New Monkland, Lanarkshire, and died in 1948,
Henry Keating died in 1940.

Dunfermline Press 24" June 1916

Mrs Keatings, Union Street, Cowdenbeath, has been unofficially informed that her
son Pte John Keatings, Black Watch, has been killed in action. The Father of
deceased Pte Henry Keatings, R.G.A. connected with the Mediterranean Force is at
present in Hospital.

COWDENBEATH SOLDIER

Dundee Courier 20" June 1916
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Private John Keatings Black Watch, son of Gunner Henry Keatings
of the R.G.A. Union Street, Cowdenbeath, has been killed in action.
Deceased enlisted in April 1915 and was sent to the front in

September. His Father has been in Hospital abroad and in a letter to
Mrs Keatings said he expected to be home on furlough very shortly.

" Dunfermline Journal 24" June 1916.

Another of Cowdenbeath 1/7™ Black Watch has fallen in action. Private John
Keatings, Union Street, son of Henry Keatings, of the R.G.A. who at present is at
Salonika. The news was conveyed to Mrs Keatings in a letter from the Chaplain, who
stated that her son was killed by a trench mortar which exploded near him. He was
twenty years of age, and was previously a miner before he enlisted in April of last

year' COWDANBEATH =\ I(ER KILLED.
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Exact same article in West Fife Echo 21°% June 1916.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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War Diary 7" Black Watch.
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Kelly

Private John Kelly, S/4062, 9" (Service) Battalion Black Watch (Royal
Highlanders) Donoughmore, Co. Donegal, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action
25" September 1915, Grave reference Panel 78 to 83, Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais,
France.

KELLY, Pte. John, S/4062. 9¢th Bn. Black

Watch. 25th Sept., 1915. CW.G.C

Private J Kelly was awarded the British and Victory medals and also the 1914-15
Star, his family would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
King George V.
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o™ Battalion Black Watch

9™ Battalion, The Black Watch was raised at Perth on the 13" of September 1914 as
part of Kitchener's Second New Army and joined 44™ Brigade, 15" (Scottish)
Division. They trained at Aldershot, Liss, Chiseldon, and commenced final training at
Tidworth in May 1915. They proceeded to France landing at Boulogne on the 8" of
July 1915. They were in action in The Battle of Loos in 1915.

Kennedy

Private Frank Kennedy, S/8951, 1* Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment, Born
Edinburgh, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Grave reference 1.C.9. St Pierre Cemetery,
Amiens, Somme, France.

KENNEDY, Pte. Frank, 3/8951. Ist Bn. Dorset-
shire Regt. Died of wounds 27th Marct}, 1916.
Age 28. Son of John Kennedy, of 47, Bristo St.,

Edinburgh. I. C. 9. C.W.G.C.

yﬂ' Stk private Francis Kennedy, was awarded the Victory and British
gl medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have received the
%% Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V

John Kennedy married Emma Elliott 1879 St Giles, Edinburgh, John and Emma had
12 children of whom 8 survived. (Possible death for Emma 1918 Portobello,
Edinburgh)

In 1891, 3 year old Francis E Kennedy was living with his family at Generals Entry,
60 Bristo Street, Edinburgh; his family were Father John Kennedy 35, occupation
Tinsmith, Mother, Emma Kennedy 30, Sarah A Kennedy 9, Scholar, John A Kennedy
7, Scholar, and Emma Kennedy 1.

In 1901, Scholar Francis Kennedy aged 13 was living with his family at 44 Bristo
Street, Edinburgh, Father John Kennedy 44, occupation Tinsmith, Mother, Emma
Kennedy 39, Sarah Ann Kennedy 19, Envelope Stamper, Catherine Kennedy 8,
Scholar, Isabella Kennedy 6, Scholar, William Kennedy 3, Norah Kennedy 1.



By 1911, Francis Kennedy 23 occupation Electrician was living with his family at 74
Potterow, Edinburgh, Father John Kennedy 52, Tinsmith, Mother, Emma Kennedy
49, married 21 years and bearing 12 children of whom 8 still survive, Catherine
Kennedy 18, occupation Map ?, Isabella Kennedy 16, occupation ?, William Kennedy
13, School, Norah Kennedy 11, School, Johan ? Kennedy 7, School.
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Draft Record

Francis Kennedy 3/8951, 47 Bristo Street, Edinburgh, aged 27 years, occupation
Baker, 25" Day of August 1914. Medals, Victory, British, 1914-15 Star, Home
25/8/14 to 12/5/1915 201 days, Eff force 13/5/1915 to 27/3/1916.

Descriptive Report, Francis Kennedy 27, Height 5ft 6 half inches, Chest 37ins, Range
of expansion 2ins, Tattoo marks both arms, Scar on Right forearm, Eyes Brown, Hair
Brown, Religion Presbyterian, Weight 150 Ibs, Next of kin Mrs Emma Kennedy 47
Bristol Street, Edinburgh, Mother,

Attested/ Posted 25/8/14, 3" Corps, Dorset Regiment, Transferred Pte 16/9/15,
awarded 8d Detention for absence, 6/4/15, Return to duty 14/4/15, Posted on active
service 13/5/15, Died of wounds 27/3/1916.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.

z J[{ " : ot~ Bate 2.316 gm ya — | Y .0 r .ﬂ/u—%g_cfz,/\-m{n = 7 A
T;Lu»n//g/ i?wﬁ’:f —anex 1//4 4§ / B e g

s

Dorset Regiment 1% Battalion.

The 1% Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment was in Belfast in August 1914 at the outbreak
of war, serving with 15" Brigade, 5" Division. The battalion was sent to France,
arriving on 16" August 1914 and fought on the Western Front throughout the war.
The Battalion's worst losses were at Hill 60 at the beginning of May 1915 during
Second Battle of Ypres. The Germans launched a gas attack which resulted in just less
than 500 casualties. The first-ever British unit to face a gas attack.
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Kerr

Lance Corporal William Kerr, 3/2069, 1 Battalion Black Watch, born Lochgelly,
Fife, Enlisted Lochgelly, Died of wounds 10" May 1915, Grave reference 111.C.33.
Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

lalu IUPBIIaUUCLS.  LYUL OTPL., 191y, 1V. L. 47/.

KERR, Lce. Cpl. William, 3/2069. 1st Bn. Black
Watch. Died of wounds 1oth May, 1915. Son of
Mrs. M. Kerr, of 3, Roseberry Terrace, Perth Rd.,
Cowdenbeath, Fife. III. C. 33. CW.G.C

fighe 7 gz Lance Corporal William Kerr, was awarded the Victory and
British medals and also the 14 Star and clasp, his family

KERR

= ;‘i = 9y would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
i Y .
o scroll from King George V.
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Fife Free Press 29" May 1915.

The death is also reported of Lance-Corporal William Kerr, 1 Black Watch. He
belonged to Cowdenbeath and died from wounds on May 9t

West Fife Echo 26" May 1915.

Another Cowdenbeath man has fallen in defence of his King and country, Lance
Corporal William Kerr, of the 1% Black Watch son of Mrs Kerr 62 Arthur’s Place.
The sad information was conveyed to the widow, her husband being killed in a
mining accident recently, in a letter from Lance Corporal Reid, a close friend of the
deceased. The letter stated that he was wounded on Sunday 9™ May, and on being
taken to the hospital in Bethune? (lllegible) died the same night.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Alias

It was not particularly rare to enlist under an alias. Usually the reasons were being
under age; not wanting families to know (especially among some religious or cultural
groups); apprentices without their masters' permission; those who had served before
but been discharged for misconduct; and those escaping the clutches of the law.

Black Watch 1% Battalion

1° Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1 (Guards) Brigade,
1% Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14", being amongst the first troops of the British
Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the
Winter Operations of 1914-15. In 1915 they were in action during The Battle of
Aubers and the Battle of Loos.

Kirk

Lance Corporal William Kirk, 290413, 2149, 7" (Fife) Battalion (Territorial) Black
Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born Dunfermline, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in
action 30" July 1916, Grave reference 1.1.17. Ovillers Military Cemetery, Somme,
France. (Possibly commemorated on Dunfermline War Memorial)

KIRK, Lce. Cpl. William, 290413. 7th Bn. Black
Watch. 30th July, 1916. =ty 1. T \73

TTTOLICAT Din T av-r0 ot - or_____31 CW.G.C.

R.Highrs 4,

. 7 Lance Corporal William Kirk was awarded the British and
s = —— Victory medals and also the 1914-15 Star, his family would

B | have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
from King George V.
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In 1891, William Kirk (20) very possibly mistranscribed as his Father James is aged
28 and William is show as son. William Kirk 2 living at No 2 Hensneb? Beath,
Father James Kirk 28, occupation General Labourer, Ann Kirk 26, Mary Jane Kirk 4.



In 1901, A 12 year old William Kirk still at School and living with his family at 17
Foulford Place, Cowdenbeath, and his family were, Father, James Kirk 38, occupation
Pit Head Worker, Mother Annie Kirk 33, Mary J Kirk 13, Pit Head Worker, Bella
Kirk 9, Scholar, Kate Kirk 6, Scholar, Annie L Kirk 5, Scholar.

By 1911,working as a Miner in Cowdenbeath William Kirk 22 was living with his
Family at 187 Foulford Road, Father James Kirk 49, Mother, Annie McK Kirk
45,married 25 years and bearing 13 children of whom 6 are still living, Kate Kirk 18,
Pit Head Worker, Annie Kirk 15, Pit Head Worker, James Kirk 7, Scholar.
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Marriage

William Kirk 22 occupation Miner, married Isabella Pratt 19, occupation Linen
Factory Weaver, Both were born in Dunfermline and at the time of marriage were
residing at 187 Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath. Groom’s parents were James
Robertson Kirk and Annie Jane McKenzie. Bride’s parents were Joseph Pratt, and
Isabella Steedman. Isabella Kirk died 1953 in Dunfermline aged 61. (There is
evidence to show Isabella Kirk married a Mr Bishop 1918 Dunfermline and also in
Register of Soldiers Effects Isabella Bishop is Widow of William Kirk 290413.

Y g g wri | Dunfermline Journal 19" August 1916.

Wb July. Ho was abo o miser @t
Delbeath, His wilo and two children reside at 2 ]
Bdgar Siroet. Both are mosin-fw of Joweph l A brother-in-law of Cavanagh’s, Lance Corporal W
w— — | Kirk, Black Watch, has been posted as missing from
30" July. He was also a miner at Dalbeath. His wife and two children reside at 2

Edgar Street. Both are son-in-law of Joseph Pratt, High Street.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects
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Black Watch 7" Battalion

7" Battalion, The Black Watch was a Territorial unit based at St Andrews under
command of the Black Watch Brigade, when war broke out in August 1914. They
proceeded to France, landing at Boulogne on the 2™ of May 1915. In 1916 they were



in action in the Battles of the Somme, including the attacks on High Wood and The
Battle of the Ancre, capturing Beaumont Hamel, taking more than.

Top of the Document

L

Laing ~

Private Alexander R Laing, 628564, 1st Battalion Canadian Machine Gun Corps,
Born Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Vernon, British Columbia, Killed in action 9" April
1918, Grave reference V1. L.7. Ecoievres Military Cemetery, Mont-St Eloi, Pas de
Calais, France.

LAING, Pte. A. R., 628564. 1st Bn. Canadian
Machine Gun Corps. oth April, 1918. Age 25.
Son of James and Mary Rolls Laing, of Cowden-
beath, Scotland. VI. L. 7.

James Laing married Mary Rollo 1% June 1870 in Terre Haute, Vigo County, Indiana,
U.S.A. They had a family of 7 Daughters and 6 Sons; James Laing was a Miner, then
had a Grocers Shop in Cowdenbeath and went on to become Lord Provost of
Cowdenbeath. Alexander Rollo Laing was born 17" January 1893, Cowdenbeath.

In 1901, Alexander Laing was an 8 year old scholar living with his family at 90 High
Street, Cowdenbeath, his family were Father, James Laing 54, occupation Grocer,
Mary Laing 52, Margaret Laing 28, Linen Weaver, James Laing 25, Linter, Andrew
Laing 23, Coalminer, Janet Laing 20, Cotton Winder, Ann Laing 18, Linen Winder,
Helen Laing 16, Pupil Teacher, Agnes Laing 14, Grocers Assistant, John Laing 12,
School, George Laing 10, School, James Rollo 75, Father in Law, Formerly Miner.

By 1911, Alexander Laing aged 18, occupation Bank Clerk, Father James Laing 64,
Shop Keeper, Maggie Laing 62, married 41 years bearing 13 children of whom 11 are
still living, Margaret Laing 38, Andrew Laing 33, Miner, Janet Laing 28, Shop Ass,
Ann Laing 26, Shop Ass, Helen Laing 24, Shop Ass, Agnes Laing 23, Clerk, George
Laing 20, High Street, Cowdenbeath.

Dundee Courier April 1918

Enel Information has just been received by Ex-Provost Laing,
Cowdenbeath that his youngest son Private Alex R Laing Canadian Machine Gun
Corps was killed in action on April 9™. Private Laing, who was 25 years of age,
emigrated to Canada in 1912 where he was employed as a Banker in VVancouver. He
enlisted on the outbreak of war and came across with the first Canadian contingent.
Ex Provost Laing lost his fourth son in France in 1916, and his fifth son Sergeant
George Laing serves in an English Camp.



Dunfermline Press 27" April 1918

Private Alex R Laing, Canadian Machine Gun Corps, youngest son of Ex-Provost
Laing, Cowdenbeath, was killed in action on 9™ April. Private Laing emigrated to
Canada in 1912, to take up work in a Vancouver bank. At the outbreak of war he

enlisted and came over with the first Canadian contingent. A Brother Private John
Laing, fell in action 2 years ago.

3 T yattan

Hus > Loing
‘“v—:/h.,l. 1‘;.4! bovodinlcathy
seetland

Machine Gun Corps Cap Badge

Laing

Guardsman John Laing, (Brother of Alexander R Laing) 11040, Scots Guards, Born
and enlisted Cowdenbeath, Died of wounds 23" April 1916, No 10, Casualty Clearing
Station, Grave reference VV1.D.3. Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium.

LAING, Pte. John, 11040. 2nd Bn. Scots Guards.
23rd April, 1916. Age 26. Son of James and Mary
Rollo Laing, of 90, High St., Cowdenbeath, Fife.

B3 C.W.G.C.

(A) Wharo dcoration wes exrznd.
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. Guardsman John Laing, was awarded the Victory and

“ British medals and also the 15 Star, his family would have
¢ e received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from
King George V

Action taken

THEATRE OF WA,

James Laing married Mary Rollo 1% June 1870 in Terre
Haute, Vigo County, Indiana, U.S.A. They had a family of 7 Daughters and 6 Sons;
James Laing was a Miner, then had a Grocers Shop in Cowdenbeath and went on to
become Lord Provost of Cowdenbeath. John Laing was born 1890.



In 1891, John Laing aged 2, was with his family at 110 High Street, Cowdenbeath,
Father, James Laing 44, Chickweighter Pithead, Mary Laing 42, Thomas Laing 20,
Grocer, Maggie Laing 18, Linen Weaver, Hannah Laing 16 Linen Weaver, James
Laing 15, Coal Miner, Andrew Laing 13, Coal Miner, Mary Laing 12, Scholar, Janet
Laing 10, Scholar, Annie Laing 8, Scholar, Ellen Laing 6, Scholar, Agnes Laird 4,
George Laing 9 months.

In 1901, John Laing, a Scholar aged 12 and living at 90 High Street, Cowdenbeath,
The family were, Father James Laing 54, occupation Grocer, Mary Laing 52,
Margaret Laing 28, Linen Weaver, James Laing 25, Linter, Andrew Laing 23,
Coalminer, Janet Laing 20, Cotton Winder, Ann Laing 18, Linen Winder, Helen
Laing 16, Pupil Teacher, Agnes Laing 14, Grocers Assistant, George Laing 10,
School, James Rollo 75, Father in Law, Formerly Miner.

By 1911, John Laing was a 22 year old Office Clerk living with the family who were,
Father, James Laing 64, Shop Keeper, Maggie Laing 62, married 41 years bearing 13
children of whom 11 are still living, Margaret Laing 38, Andrew Laing 33, Miner,
Janet Laing 28, Shop Ass, Ann Laing 26, Shop Ass, Helen Laing 24, Shop Ass,
Agnes Laing 23, Clerk, George Laing 20, Alexander Laing 18, Bank Clerk, High
Street, Cowdenbeath.

COWDENBEATH J.P. ATTESTS TWO SONS. 1 th
s g wo == Dunfermline Journal 19™ September 1914.
recruiting offee at Dunfermbine on Wednesday,
bringing with him ha iwo sona, George and Jobho
| am rocruite. Both mugr pased the examinstion and
oo enlisted in the Royal Scote, and the other o
| the Scots Guards. Before coming to Dunfermiine
ex-Provast Laing, wbo bolde the office of J.P..
h-d_n.l.—udhi.-m-inwﬁ. Both lads,

to
ount offices.

Dunfermline Press 29" April 1916

Private John Laing, Scots Guards, Fourth son of Ex-Provost Laing, Cowdenbeath,
died of wounds on Sunday. He was hit on the previous Wednesday, and it was
expected that he would soon be conveyed to England. Blood poisoning unfortunately
set in, and he died on the day stated. He joined the Army shortly after hostilities
broke out. Prior to the War he was employed in the Labour Exchanges at
Inverkeithing and Greenock. He was unmarried.

cowbEsBEATH cuarps | Dundee Courier Apl"ll 1916

MAN DIES OF WOUNDS.
Our ph weo

Private Jc
of

Our Photo shows Private John Laing of the Scots Guards who
has died as the result of wounds received in action. Private

") . Laing a son of Ex-Provost Laing, Cowdenbeath, and previous
| to enlisting was employed at the Labour Bureau at Greenock.

Dunfermline Journal 6" May 1916.

Information was received at Cowdenbeath on Friday of the death from wounds of
Private John Laing of the Scots Guards, son of Ex-Provost Laing. Private Laing was
employed previous to the war at the Labour Exchange,

DEATH OF ON OF EXPROVOST LAING  Greenock.
Information was received at Cowdenbesth ou

Pridsy of the dsth from wounde of Privafe Joan

Laing of the Seos Guanla, »m of ex-Provost

Laing. Privata Laing, was amployed previow to

the war &t the Laboor Bxobange, Greenock,



West Fife Echo 3™ May 1916 has the exact same article as Dunfermline Journal.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Scots Guards.

1% Battalion, The Scots Guards were based in Aldershot with the 1% (Guards) Brigade,
1° Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France landing at
le Harve on the 14™, being amongst the first troops of the British Expeditionary Force.
They fought in The Battle of Mons and the retreat from Mons, The Battle of the
Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the Winter Operations of
1914-15. In 1915 they were in action during The Battle of Aubers. On the 25" of
August 1915 they transferred to 2nd Guards Brigade, Guards Division and were in
action in The Battle of Loos. John Laing died of wounds at Number 10 Casualty
Clearing Station.

Lamb

Lance Corporal William Lamb, 290843, 2883, 7" Battalion Black Watch (Royal
Hi%hlanders) Born Morecambe, Lancashire, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action
26" March 1918, Grace Reference, Bay 6. Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

LAMB, Lce. Cpl. William, 290843. 6th Ba.
Black Watch. 26th March, 1918. CW.G.C

. L/Corporal William lamb, was awarded the Victory and
{ = - | British medals and also the 15 Star, his family would
.z qemsoe| have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and
g | scroll from King George V.

7 i :

Edward Lamb married Alice Jane Smith in 1875 in Blackburn, Yorkshire; they had 6
children, Norah, Edward, Frances, James, George, William. George Frederick lamb
married Flora Verity, George fought in WW1 26184, Royal Field Artillery. William
lamb aged 24 Colliery Office Clerk married Nellie Watson 20, Linen Factory Worker,
married at 21 South Street, Cowdenbeath. William Lamb’s Mother Alice Lamb nee
Smith died 1912 in Falkland, Fife.

In 1891 3 year old William Lamb born abt 1888 in Morecambe, Lancashire, son of
Edward Lamb 39, occupation Floor Cloth Trowleller, born Blackburn, Lancashire,



Mother Alice lamb 39, born Blackburn, Lancashire, Norah lamb 15, Linen Fae
Maker, Edward Lamb 13, Scholar, Frances Lamb 11, Scholar, James Lamb 9,
Scholar, George Lamb 6, Scholar, Address 17 Overton Road, Dysart, Fife.

In 1901, The Lamb family was living at 131 Thompsons Yard, North Allerton,
Yorkshire; William Lamb was a 13 year old Grocers Messenger, Father Edward 48,
Foreman Floor Cloth Worker, Alice J Lamb 48, George F Lamb 15, Book Maker

Worker.

By 1911 William lamb 23 was working as a Colliery Pay Clerk and staying with his
family in Falkland, Fife, Father Edward Lamb 58, Floorcloth Maker, Alice Jane Lamb
58, married 36 years and bearing 6 children of whom 6 are still living.

William Lamb 24, 121 Union Street, Cowdenbeath, occupation Colliery Office Clerk
married Nellie Watson 20, 21 South Street, Cowdenbeath.
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U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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War Diary 7" Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)

WAR DIARY

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

Summary of Events and Tufurmation

316087 FPtes.S.Kavanagh.
290843 E/Cpl.Vi.Lamb.

Law

Vo




Private David Law, $/10147, 2" Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Alloa, Clackmannanshire, Killed in action (Possibly Died) 21%
January 1916, Grave reference Panel 25 and 63, Basra Memorial. Irag.

LAW, Pte. David, S/1o147. 2nd Bn. Black
Watch. 21st Jan., 1916.

| Private David Law was awarded the British and Victory medals
=~ w=.a < andalso the 1914-15 Star, his family would have received the
i 5 Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George V.

In 1901, David Law was a 5 year old Scholar, living with his family at 1 Arthur Place,
Cowdenbeath, family were Father David Law 34, Coal Miner, Mary A Law, 30,
Walter Law 6, Scholar, Catherine Law 3, Isabella Law, 3.

By 1911, David Law aged 15, occupation Coal Miner was living with his Uncle at 26
Thistle Street, Cowdenbeath, John Allan 36, Coal Miner, Isabella Allan 34, David, 7,
Lizzie 3,
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Black Watch 2" Battalion (Days leading up to 21% Jan 1916)

An extract from Letters from Mesopotamia, It was essential to establish artillery on
the right bank of the Tigris, so as to support, by enfilading fire, the attack of out
infantry against the Hannah position. Guns and troops were ferried across, with
difficulty due to high winds and heavy squalls of rain, but by the 19th all troops
allotted to the right bank had crossed over and established in the position which they
were required to co-operate with the main force on the left bank. Meanwhile the
leading infantry brigades on the left bank had pushed nearer the enemy. January 20"
was devoted to systematic bombardment of the position, and during the night the
infantry pushed forward their advance line to within 200 yards of the enemy’s
trenches. On the 21% under cover of intensive artillery bombardment our infantry
moved to the attack, our left column consisting of the Black Watch penetrated the
front line with a rush, capturing trenches, which they held for about an hour and a
half. Supports were sent forward, but losing direction and coming under heavy fire,
failed to reach them. Thus left unsupported our previously successful troops, when
Turkish troops counter attacked, were overwhelmed by numbers and forced to retire.




The losses on the 21% had been heavy partly due to heavy rain and the ground being a
quagmire. (A six hour armistice was arranged to bury the dead, and remove the
wounded) Battle of Hannah

*

Law

Private Walter Law, 2677, 1* Battalion Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) Born
Cowdenbeath, Enlisted Perth, Killed in action 14™ April 1915, Grave reference
1.G.15. Le Touret Military Cemetery Richenbourg-L’avoue, Pas de Calais, France.

LAW, Pte. W., 2677. 1st Bn. Black Watch.
qth/April, 1o15.° 1. G 15

e

il s Private Walter law, was awarded the British and Victory
,/ = ke medals and also the 1914-15 Star, and Clasp, his family

vy would have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and

scroll from King George V. (The 15 Star was deleted)

2 7
el v 9455, ‘Z%/s”r— Bérs
Hlgp2fii

e [3.F 7Yy

David Law married Mary Allan 1894, Cowdenbeath

In 1901, Walter Law was the 6 year old son of David Law 34, occupation Coal Miner,
Mary A Law 30, David law 5, Scholar, Catherine Law 3, Isabella Law 3, Address 1
Arthur Place, Cowdenbeath.

By 1911, A 16 year old Walter Law occupation Coal Miner was living with his
Grandmother at 26 Thistle Street, Cowdenbeath, Mrs Allan 69, Janet Allan 30,
Weaver.
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W hin batatie

Dundee Courier 23" April 1915

A Cowdenbeath soldier writing home from the front states that Private Walter Law,
1% Black Watch, was killed by the bursting of a shrapnel shell on March 14(?) Law
was the son of Mr David Law, Woodend Cowdenbeath, was 2 years in the service
before the outbreak of the war. He was wounded in November, and returned to the
front to again being wounded. He had only recently recovered.

Black Watch 1% Battalion




1° Battalion, The Black Watch were based in Aldershot with the 1* (Guards) Brigade,
1% Division when war broke out in August 1914. They proceeded to France almost at
once, landing at le Harve on the 14™, being amongst the first troops of the British
Expeditionary Force. They fought in The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat,
The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, the First Battle of Ypres and the
Winter Operations of 1914-15.

Lister

Corporal David Lister, 1246, 2" Battalion Gordon Highlanders, B Coy, Born
Maryhill. Lanarkshire, Enlisted Edinburgh, Killed in action 25 September 1915,
Grave Reference Panel 115 to 119. Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

LISTER, Cpl. David, 1246. “ B ” Coy. 2nd Bn.
Gordon Highlanders. 2s5th Sept., 1915. Age 19.
Son of William and Dorcas Early Lister, of 40,
Foulford Rd., Cowdenbeath, Fife. C.W.G.C.
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NI | Corporal David Lister was awarded the British and Victory
o B "2+ | medals and also the 1914 Star, and Clasp; his family would
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Algsiis have received the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll
B ¥ | from King George V.

ws\sfasny

In 1911, David Lister was a 14 year old Scholar living with his family at 11 Nelson
Street, Kirkcaldy, Family were, Father, William Lister 43 Physical Instructor, Dorca
Lister 39, married 21 years bearing 9 children with 7 still surviving, James Lister 10,
School, John Lister 8, School, Hector Lister, 7, School, Ernest Lister 1.

De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour

David Lister, Corporal no 1246, 2" Battalion (92" Foot) The Gordon Highlanders
son of William Lister, Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath, Lieut and Quartermaster,
Cameron Hi%hlanders, formerly 10" Gordon Highlanders; b Maryhill Barracks,
Glasgow, 26" April 1896 ; educ, Army Schools and Viewforth Kirkcaldy: was
apprentices as an Ironmonger : Enlisted in August 1913 : served with the
Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders from August 1914; took part in the retreat
from Mons; was wounded in October, and again in April; returned to the front in July,
and was killed in action at the Battle of Loos 25" September 1915. Buried to the
West of Hulluch; unm

—— —— T YT T —

COWDENBEATH ~ | Dundee Courier September 1915

" " Corporal David Lister 2" Gordon Highlanders,
frordon Highlante Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath, has been killed
~ ... inaction. His Father Lieut William Lister, 10"
‘= Gordon Highlanders, is serving in France, and
an elder Brother, Lance Corporal W Lister 3"



Dragoon Guards, who holds the DCM, is in hospital recovering from a severe eye
wound.

| OTHER DISTRICTS. ; Daily Record 12" October 1915

n;wxnut.sm (i)lmul KILLED.
Corporal Darid Lister 119), 2n0d Gordon High-
wom of h-u( mu am Lister, 100k ﬂu '
T Besenn

Pl EEESSLEIITSE S Cowdenbeath Corporal Killed. Corporal David Lister 19,
2" Gordon Highlanders son of Lieutenant William Lister 10™ Gordon Highlanders,
where home residence is at Foulford Road, Cowdenbeath, has been killed at the front

I OuUR I‘fllc:ll HEROES—

wusa, womeen, o wesna - DUNfermline Press.

ONE BROTHER lm.l.nb— ANOTHER

Illu: nsuructor
’vly -umu.
£x

Lieutenant William Lister, Gordon Highlanders, who was
formerly physical drill instructor at Kirkcaldy High School, and

_ resided at 11 Nelson Street. Kirkcaldy is now on active service in
France havmg rejomed the army at the outbreak of war. His two eldest sons, David
and William, also joined the Gordons and both were wounded in action. Private Wm
Lister lost an eye as a result of his injuries, and Private David Lister, who was also
wounded, recovered and returned to the front. On the 25" September, however he
was Killed in action. Mrs Lister is now resident in Cowdenbeath district.

{ William Dale Lister Father of David Lister was born at Ceres in Fife on
August 22, 1867 he was the son of Alexander (a labourer) and Anne (nee
Duncan). He enlisted in the Gordon Highlanders on Sept. 6 1883 and for the
next 15 years most of his time was spent at home or in Ireland. He was
promoted to Corporal Aug 21, 1884 and then to Sergeant on May 1, 1887.

Lister re-enlisted in the 10" Gordons soon after the outbreak of hostilities in August
1914 and was immediately granted a Quarter-Master’s commission. He died on
March 22, 1950 in Edinburgh. Cause of death was heart failure. He was 82.

U.K. Register of Soldiers Effects.
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Lockhart

Private David Lockhart. $/2451, 10™ Battalion Princess Louise's (Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders) Born Tillicoultry, Enlisted Cowdenbeath, Killed in action
12" October 1917, Grave reference Panel 141 to 143 and 162, Tyne Cot Memorial,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.



LOCKHART, Pte. David, S/2451. 10th Bn.
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 12th Oct.,

1917 C.W.G.C.

Private David Lockhart was awarded the British and Victory
~ .~ medals and also the 1915 Star; his family would have received

: M" - the Plaque “Dead man’s Penny” and scroll from King George
V.

In 1891, a 2 year old David Lockhart was living with his family in Tillicoultry, Father
John Lockhart 30, Coal Miner, Annie Lockhart 26, Andrew Lockhart 8, Scholar,
Samuel Lockhart 6, Scholar, John Lockhart 4, Address March Glen, Tillicoultry.

In 1901, The Lockhart family were still living in Tillicoultry with an 11 year old
David Lockhart still at School, Father John Lockhart 40, Coal Miner, Ann Lockhart
36, Andrew Lockhart 17, Coal Hewer, Samuel Lockhart 15, Coal Hewer, Thomas
Lockhart 9, Scholar, James Lockhart 7, Scholar, Eliza Lockhart 4, Henry Lockhart
7months, all staying at Rosevale Cottage Devonside, Tillicoultry.

In 1911, a 21 year old David Lockhart was working as a Miner and living with his
family in Cowdenbeath, father John Lockhart 49, Miner, Annie Lockhart 46, married
27 years and bearing 11 children of whom 9 are still living, Andrew 27, Miner,
Thomas 19, Miner, James 17, Miner, Eliz 15, Henry 11, School, Anne 7, School,
Thomasina 5, School.

Draft Record

David Lockhart joined the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders enlisting at
Cowdenbeath, David was 5ft 6 inches, Brown Hair, Brown eyes, Fair complexion,
Weight 142 pounds, Posted 25" August 1914, Ex Force 11" May 1915, 10 days FP
nol, 27" June 1915, Killed in action 12™ October 1917, 3 years 50 days service,
comprising 260 days at home and 2 years 155 days in France. Next of kin Mrs Annie
Lockhart, 49 Park Avenue, Cowdenbeath,

Relatives of deceased, Father John Lockhart, Mother Annie Lockhart, Brothers
Andrew 35, Thomas 27, James 25, all living at 49 Park Avenue Cowdenbeath, Sisters
Annie 15, Thomasina 12, Eliza 25,

Letter from John Lockhart to Army Records Office on 19" February 1918

Dear Sir, | am writing to you for a parcel sent from France to Perth belong to my son
who was killed on October 121917, Pte D Lockhart 2451. A.S.H. A Coy Lewis Gun
Section. We know it takes a time to get these things sent so have not written before his
Cums? Censored a parcel and sent it on there were 7 photos and a pocket book with
notes in it and address an some other things if you can send them we would be much
obliged his Father and Mother A and J Lockhart



Pension Record 1907 Reg No 10357, A.and S. Highlanders

On 21* January 1907 David Lockhart aged 18 years 7 months joined the Argyle and
Sutherland Highlanders at Lochgelly, occupation Miner. Posted 26-1-1907,
Discharged Paragraph 1805, Payment £10.0.0. Within 2 months of Attention. | certify
that £5 has been paid to Mrs Annie Lockhart, 47 Park Avenue, Cowdenbeath, by the
cashier Scottish Command on account of refund part purchase money paid for the
discharge of 10357 Pte David Lockhart.

The above named man is now serving as S/2451, Pte David Lockhart, 10" Batt, and
A.and S. Highlanders.

Edinburgh Evening News 2" November 1917.

(ORI PUS | Lance Corporal David Lockhart (28) A. and S. Highlanders the
sl b i B W% fourth son of the late John Lockhart 40 Park Avenue,

A Ok, s w3 W o owdenbeath, is reported to have been killed on Oct 12,

Dunfermline Press 3" November 1917

Lance-Corporal David Lockhart. A.and S. Highlanders, fourth son of Mr John
Lockhart, 49 Park Avenue, Cowdenbeath, is reported to have been killed in action on
the 12" October. He was 28 years of age. He joined the Army in the first few days of
the war together with two Brothers, Private Andrew Lockhart R.A.M.C. and 